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Star Fox 64 Medals Guide: Mastering the Skies of Corneria

star fox 64 medals guide is essential for anyone looking to fully conquer this classic Nintendo 64
shooter. Whether you're a longtime fan or a newcomer aiming to improve your gameplay,
understanding how to earn medals in Star Fox 64 can significantly boost your skill, unlock secrets, and
enhance your overall experience. This guide will walk you through everything you need to know about
earning medals, the criteria for each, and tips for maximizing your score on each mission.

Understanding Star Fox 64 Medals

In Star Fox 64, medals serve as a mark of accomplishment and skill throughout the game’s various
missions. They not only reflect your performance but also influence your progression and the story’s
branching paths. Medals are awarded at the end of missions based on several factors, including your
mission completion time, accuracy, number of lives left, and the number of enemies destroyed.

Unlike many other games where medals might just be cosmetic, in Star Fox 64, they impact your rank
and can unlock alternate routes on the map, giving you access to secret levels and endings. This adds
replay value and strategic depth, making it worthwhile to understand exactly how to earn them.

The Medal Ranking System

The medals in Star Fox 64 come in different tiers, each representing your performance level:

- **Gold Medal**: Awarded to players who complete a mission quickly while maintaining high accuracy
and keeping most lives intact.
- **Silver Medal**: Given for solid performance but slightly lower than gold standards.
- **Bronze Medal**: For completing the mission, but with slower times or less accuracy.
- **No Medal**: If performance is too low, no medal is awarded.

Achieving gold medals consistently can unlock secret paths and bosses, adding to the game’s
replayability and challenge.

Key Factors That Influence Medal Awards

Knowing what the game measures can help you focus your efforts during missions. Here’s a
breakdown of the most important performance metrics:

1. Mission Completion Time



Speed is crucial in Star Fox 64. The faster you complete the mission objectives and reach the end, the
better your chances of earning a gold medal. However, rushing recklessly isn’t a good strategy, as
survival and accuracy also matter.

2. Accuracy and Enemy Kills

Destroying enemies efficiently without wasting shots is vital. The number of enemies you defeat and
your shooting accuracy affect your medal rank. Use well-timed lock-ons and avoid missing targets to
boost this factor.

3. Lives Remaining

Survival is rewarded. Finishing missions with more lives intact directly improves your medal chances.
This means avoiding hits and making use of defensive maneuvers to stay alive throughout the
mission.

4. Bonus Objectives and Secrets

Certain missions include bonus objectives or hidden items that can influence your final medal score.
For example, rescuing hostages or destroying specific targets can give additional points toward a
higher medal.

Tips for Earning Gold Medals on Difficult Missions

Some Star Fox 64 levels are notoriously challenging, but with the right approach, you can consistently
earn gold medals and unlock all the game’s secrets.

Master the Controls and Movement

Before worrying about medals, ensure you have full mastery of the Arwing’s controls. Smooth flying,
quick barrel rolls, and precise aiming are fundamental to completing missions efficiently and avoiding
damage.

Learn Enemy Patterns

Enemies in Star Fox 64 often follow predictable patterns. Spend time observing their routes and
attack strategies. This knowledge allows you to preempt attacks, optimize your firing, and avoid
unnecessary damage, all of which contribute to better medals.



Utilize Lock-On Wisely

The lock-on feature is a game-changer. Use it to quickly target and eliminate enemies without wasting
time. This increases your kill count and boosts accuracy, two major medal factors.

Replay Missions for Practice

Don’t hesitate to replay levels multiple times. Each run will give you insight into how to improve your
time, accuracy, and survival rates. This iterative process is key to mastering Star Fox 64 medals.

Special Medals and Unlockables

Earning medals isn’t just for bragging rights; it can unlock content that enhances your gaming
experience.

Unlocking the Landmaster Tank

In certain missions, collecting medals and achieving specific ranks can unlock the Landmaster tank, a
powerful vehicle that offers a different style of gameplay. This secret adds variety and challenge
beyond the standard Arwing missions.

Alternate Routes and Secret Levels

High medal rankings on particular missions unlock alternate paths on the world map. For instance,
earning gold medals might open up hidden stages like the asteroid belt or secret boss encounters.
These paths often contain tougher enemies and exclusive rewards.

Impact on the Game Ending

Your performance throughout the game, reflected in the medals earned, influences the ending you
receive. Achieving gold medals across missions can lead to the best ending, rewarding you for your
dedication and skill.

Common Challenges in Earning Medals and How to
Overcome Them

Many players struggle with balancing speed and survival, which is crucial for good medals. Here’s how
to tackle some common difficulties:



Managing Time Without Sacrificing Lives

It’s tempting to rush through missions to improve your completion time, but reckless flying often
results in taking hits or losing lives. Instead, focus on smooth navigation, quick elimination of
enemies, and strategic use of boosts to save time without compromising safety.

Dealing with Boss Fights

Boss encounters can be a medal killer if you’re not prepared. Study their attack patterns, target weak
spots, and maintain a balance between offense and defense. Using the lock-on during boss fights can
significantly improve your efficiency.

Maximizing Accuracy Under Pressure

During intense battles, it’s easy to spray shots wildly. Practice aiming carefully and prioritize targets.
Taking your time to lock-on before firing can greatly improve your accuracy, which is critical for medal
rankings.

Final Thoughts on Star Fox 64 Medals Guide

Earning medals in Star Fox 64 is more than a simple scoring system; it’s a way to deepen your
engagement with the game and unlock its rich content. By focusing on speed, accuracy, survival, and
learning the intricacies of each mission, you’ll not only improve your medal haul but also enjoy the
game on a whole new level.

Whether you’re aiming to unlock the Landmaster, access secret paths, or simply prove your prowess
as an ace pilot, this star fox 64 medals guide provides the foundation you need. So hop into your
Arwing, lock onto your targets, and prepare to soar through the galaxy with top-tier medals shining on
your record!

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the different medal ranks in Star Fox 64 and how
are they earned?
In Star Fox 64, medals are awarded based on your mission performance. The ranks include Bronze,
Silver, Gold, and Platinum. Medals are earned by completing missions under specific time limits,
achieving mission objectives, and avoiding damage. Higher ranks require faster completion times and
better overall performance.



How can I get a Platinum Medal on all missions in Star Fox 64?
To earn Platinum Medals on all missions, you need to complete each mission flawlessly within the
fastest possible time. This includes avoiding damage, destroying all enemy targets, and completing
optional objectives. Practicing each level to memorize enemy patterns and shortcuts is essential.

Does failing a mission affect my medal progress in Star Fox
64?
Yes, failing a mission means you will not earn a medal for that mission. You must successfully
complete the mission to receive a medal, and your medal rank depends on your completion time and
performance during that mission.

Are there any hidden missions or routes that affect medal
rankings in Star Fox 64?
Yes, Star Fox 64 features branching paths and hidden missions that can influence your overall medal
rankings. Choosing different routes can offer varied challenges and opportunities for earning higher-
ranked medals on different stages.

Can I replay missions to improve my medal rank in Star Fox
64?
Absolutely. You can replay any mission in Star Fox 64 to improve your time and performance, which
can help you upgrade your medal from Bronze or Silver to Gold or Platinum. Repetition and mastering
each level’s mechanics are key to achieving the best medals.

Is there a guide or tips for mastering the medal requirements
in Star Fox 64?
Yes, many online guides and videos provide tips on how to master medal requirements in Star Fox 64.
These include strategies for optimal routes, enemy patterns, and time-saving techniques. Utilizing
these resources can significantly help players achieve higher medal ranks.

Additional Resources
Star Fox 64 Medals Guide: Mastering the Art of Earning Medals in a Classic Shooter

star fox 64 medals guide aims to provide players with a detailed understanding of how to earn
medals in the iconic Nintendo 64 title Star Fox 64. As one of the most beloved rail shooters of its era,
Star Fox 64 challenges players to pilot the Arwing through a series of intense missions across the
Lylat system. Medals, awarded based on mission performance, serve as a crucial measure of skill and
mastery. This guide delves into the mechanics behind medal acquisition, offering insights into how to
maximize scores, improve mission ranks, and ultimately unlock all the game’s rewards.



Understanding the Medal System in Star Fox 64

Star Fox 64 employs a performance-based ranking system that evaluates players at the end of each
mission. These rankings translate into medals, which are divided into bronze, silver, and gold tiers.
The medal you receive depends on various factors such as mission completion time, enemy kills,
accuracy, and whether you preserved your wingmen. Medals not only serve as badges of honor but
also unlock secret missions and alternate story paths, making them essential for completionists and
enthusiasts alike.

Unlike many modern shooters, Star Fox 64’s medal system rewards precision and efficiency rather
than sheer firepower. This means that players must balance aggressive tactics with careful
maneuvering to avoid damage and preserve their wingmen, Peppy, Falco, and Slippy. Each medal tier
corresponds to a numerical score, which is calculated from performance metrics captured throughout
the mission.

How Medals Affect Gameplay and Unlockables

Earning high-tier medals is more than just a cosmetic achievement. Certain mission routes and secret
stages become accessible only when players earn gold medals on specific levels. For example,
securing a gold medal on Corneria unlocks the secret stage “Area 6,” which offers unique challenges
and rewards. Moreover, medals impact the player’s final ranking in the game, influencing both replay
value and bragging rights within the community.

From a strategic standpoint, focusing on medal acquisition requires players to refine their playstyle. It
encourages learning enemy patterns, optimizing flight paths, and making split-second decisions about
when to engage or evade threats. This depth adds layers to the otherwise straightforward rail-shooter
mechanics, enhancing longevity.

Strategies for Earning Medals in Star Fox 64

Mastering Star Fox 64 medals involves a combination of practice, knowledge of mission layouts, and
strategic gameplay adjustments. This section outlines actionable strategies that can help players
improve their medal rankings across all missions.

Optimize Mission Completion Time

Time is a significant component of the medal scoring system. Completing missions swiftly without
sacrificing accuracy or wingman safety can dramatically improve your medal tier. To achieve this,
familiarize yourself with the most efficient flight paths and enemy encounter sequences. Memorizing
the layout of each mission enables faster navigation and reduces unnecessary combat engagements
that can slow down progress.



Maximize Enemy Eliminations and Accuracy

While speed is important, eliminating enemies efficiently also plays a crucial role. High kill counts
increase your score, but indiscriminate shooting can harm your accuracy metric. Focus on targeting
high-value enemies, such as bosses or armored units, while avoiding collateral damage. Using the
lock-on mechanic effectively ensures that shots are not wasted, preserving both ammo and accuracy.

Protect Your Wingmen

Wingmen survival is another critical factor in earning medals. Losing Peppy, Falco, or Slippy during a
mission results in penalties that lower your overall ranking. Coordinated defense and timely support
can help maintain wingman health. Learning to anticipate enemy attacks on your teammates and
prioritizing their protection can make the difference between a silver and a gold medal.

Utilize Power-Ups and Smart Bombs Strategically

Power-ups scattered throughout missions, such as the Super Missile and Smart Bomb, can turn the
tide in tricky encounters. However, their use should be strategic rather than reckless. Deploy Smart
Bombs during overwhelming enemy waves or boss fights to conserve Arwing health and maintain
momentum. Efficient use of power-ups contributes to higher survival rates and faster mission
completion.

Mission-Specific Tips for Medal Success

Each mission in Star Fox 64 presents unique challenges that require tailored approaches to medal
acquisition. Below are tips for several key missions where medal performance is especially impactful.

Corneria

As the opening mission, Corneria sets the tone for medal hunting. Focus on quickly destroying enemy
fighters and turrets while minimizing damage to your wingmen. Memorize the timing of enemy waves
and use the Super Missile on the Mute City boss to expedite the fight. Securing a gold medal here
unlocks additional secret stages.

Sector X

Sector X features multiple enemy formations and tight corridors. Prioritize evasive maneuvers to
avoid damage and protect wingmen. Use the environment to your advantage by flying through
narrow passages to dodge enemy fire and focus your attacks on grouped enemies for maximum
efficiency.



Area 6

Unlockable via high medal ranks, Area 6 is a challenging secret level that tests all aspects of your
skills. Emphasize precision and timing, particularly in boss battles. Maintaining full wingman health is
crucial here to achieve top medals.

Comparing Star Fox 64 Medals with Other Titles in the
Series

When analyzing the medal system within the broader Star Fox franchise, Star Fox 64’s approach
stands out for its balance between accessibility and depth. Unlike the original Star Fox on SNES, which
lacked a formal medal system, Star Fox 64 introduced a structured ranking paradigm that has
influenced subsequent titles.

Later entries, such as Star Fox Zero, expanded on medal mechanics with more complex scoring and
mission branching. However, Star Fox 64’s medal system remains revered for its clarity and replay
incentive. The straightforward bronze, silver, and gold tiers provide tangible goals without
overwhelming players with excessive metrics.

Pros and Cons of the Medal System in Star Fox 64

Evaluating the medal system’s impact on gameplay reveals both strengths and areas where it may
fall short.

Pros: Encourages replayability by rewarding mastery; unlocks secret missions and content;
balances speed, accuracy, and strategy; reinforces wingman importance.

Cons: Can be challenging for newcomers unfamiliar with mission layouts; high skill ceiling may
discourage casual players; limited feedback on scoring specifics may hinder targeted
improvement.

Despite these minor drawbacks, the medal system remains integral to the game’s enduring appeal,
motivating players to refine their skills and explore all facets of Star Fox 64.

Conclusion: Navigating the Path to Medal Mastery

The star fox 64 medals guide outlined here reveals the depth behind what might initially seem like a
simple arcade-style shooter. By understanding the scoring mechanics, focusing on efficiency, and
protecting wingmen, players can consistently achieve high medal ranks. This not only enhances the
gameplay experience but also unlocks hidden content that enriches the Star Fox 64 universe.



For enthusiasts seeking to fully conquer the game, mastering medals is an essential pursuit that
combines reflexes, memorization, and tactical thinking. Whether you are a veteran pilot or a
newcomer aiming to improve, this guide provides the foundation needed to elevate your Star Fox 64
gameplay to new heights.
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