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Shaw Paragon Tile Plus Installation Instructions: A Complete Guide for a Flawless Tile
Project

shaw paragon tile plus installation instructions are essential for anyone looking to
achieve a professional finish with this innovative flooring product. Shaw’s Paragon Tile
Plus collection offers stunning designs combined with durable, high-performance features,
making it a popular choice for both residential and commercial spaces. However, to truly
maximize its benefits, proper installation is key. Whether you're a seasoned installer or a
DIY enthusiast, understanding the right steps and techniques can save time, prevent
costly mistakes, and ensure your floor looks impeccable for years to come.

In this detailed guide, we’ll walk through every aspect of installing Shaw Paragon Tile Plus
flooring, from preparation to finishing touches. Along the way, you’ll pick up helpful tips
on handling tile planks, the best adhesives, and maintenance advice that keeps your tiles
looking brand new.

Understanding Shaw Paragon Tile Plus Flooring

Before diving into the installation process, it’s important to grasp what makes Shaw
Paragon Tile Plus unique. This flooring line features luxury vinyl tile (LVT) or luxury vinyl
plank (LVP) options designed to mimic natural materials like wood and stone with
incredible realism. Unlike traditional tiles, Shaw’s Paragon Tile Plus is engineered for
durability, water resistance, and comfort underfoot, making it ideal for kitchens,
bathrooms, basements, and commercial areas.

Additionally, the product comes with enhanced features such as a rigid core construction
and an advanced locking system, which influences how you approach installation. Knowing
these product-specific characteristics helps you avoid common pitfalls and ensures your
project runs smoothly.

Preparing for Installation

Gathering Tools and Materials

Having the right tools at hand is a foundational step. For Shaw Paragon Tile Plus
installation, you'll typically need:

e Measuring tape and chalk line



Utility knife with fresh blades

Straight edge or T-square

Rubber mallet

Pull bar and spacers

Adhesive recommended by Shaw (if required)

¢ Cleaning supplies (vacuum, broom, mop)

While the Paragon Tile Plus often features a click-lock system allowing for floating
installation, some spaces or specific subfloor conditions might necessitate the use of
adhesive. Always check Shaw’s latest guidelines to confirm the best installation method.

Preparing the Subfloor

A clean, level subfloor is crucial. Whether you’re installing over concrete, plywood, or
existing flooring, the surface must be free of debris, dust, grease, and moisture. Use a
leveling compound if you encounter uneven areas greater than 3/16 inch over 10 feet, as
an uneven surface can lead to tile movement or damage over time.

If installing over concrete, testing for moisture content is recommended. Excess moisture
may require a vapor barrier or alternative substrate preparation to protect the vinyl
planks from damage.

Step-by-Step Shaw Paragon Tile Plus Installation
Instructions

Acclimate the Flooring

Allow the Paragon Tile Plus planks or tiles to acclimate in the installation room for at least
48 hours. This helps the material adjust to the room’s temperature and humidity,
preventing expansion or contraction issues once installed.

Planning Your Layout

A well-planned layout makes a big difference in the final appearance. Measure the room
and determine the best starting point — often a straight wall or the longest unobstructed
wall. Snap a chalk line as a guide for your first row to keep tiles aligned perfectly.



Consider staggering seams for a natural look and enhanced stability. In most installations,
staggering by at least 6 inches between rows prevents weak spots and improves the
overall aesthetic.

Installing the First Row

Begin by laying the first row along your chalk line, placing the tongue side of the tile
facing the wall. Use spacers to maintain a 1/4-inch expansion gap around the perimeter to
allow for natural expansion.

If your installation requires adhesive, apply the recommended glue evenly using a trowel
with the appropriate notch size. Press tiles firmly into the adhesive, following
manufacturer cure times.

Locking and Securing the Tiles

For the click-lock system, angle the tongue of the next tile into the groove of the first tile,
then gently press down or tap with a rubber mallet to secure. Continue this process row
by row, making sure all seams are tight and even.

Use a pull bar to fit the last tile in each row snugly. Always maintain expansion gaps;
never force tiles into place as this can damage the locking system or cause buckling.

Cutting Tiles for Edges and Corners

Measuring accurately for cuts is crucial when working around walls, door frames, or
vents. Mark your tile carefully using a straight edge and score the surface with a utility
knife. For thicker tiles, multiple passes may be necessary before snapping the tile along
the score line.

For intricate cuts, such as around door jambs, use a jigsaw or fine-toothed saw designed
for vinyl flooring to ensure clean, precise edges.

Post-Installation Tips and Maintenance

Removing Spacers and Cleaning

Once the entire floor is installed, remove all spacers carefully. Vacuum or sweep the floor
to remove any debris, then mop with a damp cloth using a manufacturer-approved cleaner
to avoid damaging the wear layer.



Protecting Your Shaw Paragon Tile Plus Floor

Place felt pads under furniture legs to prevent scratches. Avoid dragging heavy objects
across the floor, and clean spills immediately to maintain the waterproof integrity.

Regular maintenance with gentle cleaning agents will prolong the beauty and durability of
your Paragon Tile Plus flooring.

When to Call a Professional

While many homeowners can install Shaw Paragon Tile Plus themselves, some
situations—like uneven subfloors, large commercial spaces, or complex layouts—might
benefit from professional installation. Certified installers are familiar with the nuances of
the product and can guarantee a flawless finish.

Installing Shaw Paragon Tile Plus flooring is a rewarding project that transforms your
space with style and resilience. By following these installation instructions closely and
preparing adequately, you ensure your investment lasts and looks stunning for years.
Whether renovating a cozy kitchen or outfitting a busy office, this flooring option
combines beauty and function in a way that truly stands out.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the basic steps for installing Shaw Paragon
Tile Plus?

The basic steps include preparing the subfloor, laying out the tiles, applying the
recommended adhesive, placing the tiles carefully, and allowing adequate curing time
before use.

Do I need any special tools to install Shaw Paragon Tile
Plus?

Standard tile installation tools such as a notched trowel, spacers, a utility knife, a straight
edge, and a rubber mallet are typically sufficient for installing Shaw Paragon Tile Plus.

Can Shaw Paragon Tile Plus be installed over existing
flooring?

Shaw Paragon Tile Plus can be installed over certain existing flooring types if the surface
is clean, dry, and level. However, it’s best to consult the installation instructions to
confirm compatibility.



What type of adhesive is recommended for Shaw
Paragon Tile Plus installation?

Shaw recommends using a high-quality, urethane-based adhesive specifically designed for
their Paragon Tile Plus to ensure proper bonding and durability.

How do I prepare the subfloor before installing Shaw
Paragon Tile Plus?

The subfloor should be clean, dry, flat, and free of any debris or contaminants. Any cracks
or uneven areas should be repaired prior to installation.

Is it necessary to acclimate Shaw Paragon Tile Plus
before installation?

Yes, it is recommended to acclimate Shaw Paragon Tile Plus tiles in the installation
environment for at least 48 hours to allow them to adjust to temperature and humidity
conditions.

Are there any special maintenance instructions after
installing Shaw Paragon Tile Plus?

After installation, avoid heavy traffic for at least 24 hours, clean the surface with a pH-
neutral cleaner, and follow Shaw’s maintenance guidelines to preserve the tile’s
appearance and longevity.

Can Shaw Paragon Tile Plus be installed in wet areas
like bathrooms?

Yes, Shaw Paragon Tile Plus is suitable for wet areas, but it’s important to follow the
installation instructions carefully, including proper sealing and waterproofing measures to
prevent moisture damage.

Additional Resources

Shaw Paragon Tile Plus Installation Instructions: A Comprehensive Guide for Optimal
Results

shaw paragon tile plus installation instructions are essential for contractors, DIY
enthusiasts, and flooring professionals seeking to achieve a flawless finish with this
innovative tile system. Understanding the correct installation process not only ensures
durability and aesthetic appeal but also maximizes the performance benefits that Shaw’s
Paragon Tile Plus offers. This article digs deep into the installation protocols, highlighting
key considerations, materials required, and step-by-step procedures, all while maintaining
a professional and investigative tone.



Understanding Shaw Paragon Tile Plus: Product
Overview

Before delving into the installation details, it’s crucial to appreciate what Shaw Paragon
Tile Plus represents in the market of resilient flooring solutions. Known for its enhanced
durability, moisture resistance, and easy maintenance, this product line is designed for
both commercial and residential applications. The “Plus” in the name signifies
improvements over traditional tile options, including superior wear layers and advanced
locking systems that facilitate installation without compromising stability.

These tiles often come with built-in underlayment or sound-dampening features, making
them attractive for diverse environments. The tile’s construction typically incorporates a

rigid core that resists flexing and cracking, which impacts installation methods and the
preparation needed for the subfloor.

Pre-Installation Considerations

Proper preparation is a foundational step in any flooring project, and Shaw Paragon Tile
Plus installation instructions emphasize this phase extensively. One must evaluate the
condition of the existing subfloor, which should be clean, dry, and level within
manufacturer specifications—often within a 3/16 inch variance over 10 feet. Moisture
levels must be tested, especially in concrete substrates, to prevent future issues like
warping or adhesive failure.

It’s also advisable to acclimate the tiles to the room environment for at least 48 hours

before installation. This helps the material adjust to ambient temperature and humidity,
minimizing expansion or contraction post-installation.

Tools and Materials Needed

A successful installation requires specific tools and materials, some of which are unique to
the Paragon Tile Plus system:

e Measuring tape and chalk line for precise layout

e Utility knife with sharp blades for clean cuts

e Notched trowel, if adhesive is required

e Tapping block and pull bar to secure tiles snugly

e Leveling tools to maintain flatness

* Moisture meter for subfloor testing



e Safety equipment such as gloves and goggles

Additionally, depending on the installation type—floating, glue-down, or loose
lay—appropriate adhesives or underlayments specified by Shaw should be used to ensure
warranty compliance.

Step-by-Step Shaw Paragon Tile Plus Installation
Instructions

The installation process for Shaw Paragon Tile Plus varies slightly depending on the
chosen method, but the following outline provides a comprehensive approach applicable to
most scenarios.

1. Subfloor Preparation

Begin by thoroughly cleaning the subfloor surface, removing dust, debris, and any
contaminants. Address any imperfections through patching or sanding. If moisture testing
reveals levels above recommended thresholds, appropriate moisture mitigation must be
applied.

2. Planning the Layout

Using a chalk line, mark the center of the room as a reference point. This ensures tiles are
evenly distributed and minimizes the appearance of narrow cuts along walls. Dry lay
several tiles to visualize the layout and make adjustments as needed.

3. Installation Method Selection

Shaw Paragon Tile Plus supports multiple installation methods:
» Floating Floor: Tiles interlock using a click system without adhesives, allowing for
expansion and contraction.

¢ Glue-Down: Tiles are adhered directly to the subfloor using manufacturer-approved
adhesives for added stability.

* Loose Lay: Tiles are placed without adhesive but rely on weight and friction,
suitable for low-traffic areas.



The chosen method impacts the installation sequence and tools required.

4. Installing the Tiles

For floating floors, align the tongue and groove edges at a slight angle, pressing down to
lock tiles firmly. Use a tapping block to avoid damaging edges and ensure tight seams.
Maintain staggered joints, similar to brickwork, to enhance structural integrity and
aesthetics.

In glue-down applications, spread adhesive evenly with a notched trowel, working in small
sections to prevent drying before tile placement. Press tiles firmly into the adhesive, using
a roller to ensure complete contact and remove air pockets.

5. Cutting Tiles

Use a utility knife to score the tile’s surface, then snap along the scored line for straight
cuts. For intricate cuts around door frames or vents, a jigsaw with a fine blade may be
necessary. Always measure twice to avoid waste.

6. Finishing Touches

After laying all tiles, install baseboards or quarter-round molding to conceal expansion
gaps. Clean the surface with manufacturer-recommended products to remove any residue.

Common Challenges and Best Practices

While Shaw Paragon Tile Plus installation instructions are designed to be straightforward,
several challenges can arise. Uneven subfloors remain the primary cause of installation
failures, leading to tile movement or cracking. It’s crucial to invest time in subfloor
preparation to avoid costly repairs later.

Another consideration is temperature control during installation. Extreme cold or heat can
affect the locking mechanism’s performance and adhesive curing time. Maintaining room
temperatures within Shaw’s guidelines ensures optimal results.

For large-scale commercial installations, working with a professional installer familiar

with Shaw products is often beneficial. They can navigate complex layouts, transitions,
and comply with warranty requirements more effectively.

Comparing Shaw Paragon Tile Plus Installation with



Competitors

Compared to other luxury vinyl tile (LVT) products on the market, Shaw Paragon Tile Plus
stands out for its robust locking system and integrated performance features. Installation
tends to be less labor-intensive than traditional ceramic tile, which requires grout and
mortar.

However, some competitors offer click-lock systems with more forgiving installation
tolerances, which may be preferable for less experienced installers. Adhesive options also
vary, with Shaw recommending specific products to maintain warranty coverage — an
aspect installers must be vigilant about.

Optimizing Longevity Through Proper Installation

The durability of Shaw Paragon Tile Plus flooring is intrinsically linked to the quality of
installation. Following the prescribed instructions reduces risks such as edge lifting,
peeling, or moisture infiltration. Additionally, ensuring expansion gaps and proper
acclimation allows the tiles to perform under varying environmental conditions without
damage.

Routine maintenance post-installation complements the initial effort, with Shaw
recommending gentle cleaning agents and avoiding abrasive tools that could compromise
the wear layer.

The investment in thorough, well-executed installation instructions ultimately translates
into years of reliable service and aesthetic satisfaction. Whether installed in bustling
commercial spaces or quiet residential rooms, Shaw Paragon Tile Plus flooring rewards
patience and precision.

This detailed examination of shaw paragon tile plus installation instructions aims to equip
flooring professionals and enthusiasts alike with the knowledge to achieve professional-
grade results. The combination of product innovation and meticulous installation protocols
ensures that Shaw’s Paragon Tile Plus continues to be a leading choice in the resilient
flooring sector.
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