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Craig Johnson Walt Longmire Mysteries in Order: Your Ultimate Reading Guide

craig johnson walt longmire mysteries in order is a phrase that many fans of
mystery novels and western fiction search for when diving into the
captivating world created by Craig Johnson. The Walt Longmire series stands
out for its unique blend of crime-solving, rich character development, and
the rugged backdrop of Wyoming's vast landscapes. If you're eager to immerse
yourself in this beloved series but want to experience the story as it
unfolds, understanding the correct reading order is essential. Let’s explore
how to navigate these novels for the best experience.

The Charm of the Walt Longmire Series

Before diving into the specifics of craig johnson walt longmire mysteries in
order, it’s worth highlighting what makes these books so compelling. Walt
Longmire is the sheriff of Absaroka County, Wyoming, a man with a strong
moral compass, a firm sense of justice, and a quiet resilience. Johnson’s
storytelling weaves together the rugged Western atmosphere with intricate
mysteries that keep readers hooked.

This series doesn’t just deliver thrilling plots; it also paints a vivid
picture of small-town dynamics, Native American culture, and the challenges
of law enforcement in a contemporary Western setting. For mystery enthusiasts
and fans of character-driven narratives, the Longmire series offers a
refreshing and immersive experience.

Understanding the Craig Johnson Walt Longmire
Mysteries in Order

If you’re looking to read the Walt Longmire series, it’s best to follow the
order in which the books were published. This approach helps you appreciate
character growth, recurring themes, and subtle references that enrich the
overall storyline. Here’s a detailed look at the craig johnson walt longmire
mysteries in order:

The Core Walt Longmire Novels in Publication Order

1. **The Cold Dish (2004)**
This is where it all begins. The Cold Dish introduces Walt Longmire and sets



the tone for the series with a gripping murder investigation that intertwines
with local politics and personal history.

2. **Death Without Company (2005)**
Following the first book, this installment delves deeper into Walt’s
character while exploring a mysterious death that challenges the sheriff’s
usual methods.

3. **Kindness Goes Unpunished (2006)**
This novel continues to build on the relationships and conflicts introduced
earlier, with Walt facing moral dilemmas and complex suspects.

4. **Another Man’s Moccasins (2007)**
Here, the story expands to include Native American perspectives, adding depth
and cultural richness to the mystery.

5. **The Dark Horse (2009)**
This entry blends suspense with moments of humor and reflection, showcasing
Johnson’s evolving storytelling style.

6. ** Junkyard Dogs (2010)**
A fast-paced mystery that highlights the challenges Walt faces both on and
off duty.

7. **Hell Is Empty (2011)**
This novel touches on darker themes and pushes Walt to his limits.

8. **As the Crow Flies (2012)**
A story that delves into past secrets and their impact on present events.

9. **A Serpent’s Tooth (2013)**
Here, Walt confronts complex cases that test his investigative skills and
personal beliefs.

10. **Any Other Name (2014)**
This book continues the narrative momentum with new characters and unforeseen
twists.

11. **Dry Bones (2015)**
A mix of mystery and introspection, often praised for its atmospheric
writing.

12. **An Obvious Fact (2016)**
A gripping story that deepens the series’ exploration of justice and human
nature.

13. **Land of Wolves (2017)**
This installment is notable for its intense plot and emotional depth.

14. **Next to Last Stand (2018)**
The penultimate book in the series so far, offering a satisfying blend of



suspense and character development.

15. **Land of Shadows (2019)**
The latest release, continuing to captivate readers with intricate plotting
and vivid descriptions.

Short Stories and Novellas

Apart from the main novels, Craig Johnson has also penned several short
stories and novellas featuring Walt Longmire. These are excellent supplements
that provide additional background, side adventures, and character insights.
Some notable ones include:

- "The Dark Horse: A Walt Longmire Mystery" (short story)
- "Kindness Goes Unpunished" (novella)
- "Death Without Company" (short story)

These shorter works can be enjoyed alongside or after reading the main
novels, depending on your preference. They enrich the world Johnson has built
and often highlight moments that might be glossed over in the longer
narratives.

Tips for Enjoying the Walt Longmire Series

Delving into the craig johnson walt longmire mysteries in order is not just
about following a list—it’s about immersing yourself in a storytelling
experience that unfolds gradually and thoughtfully. Here are some tips to
enhance your journey:

1. Embrace the Setting
The Wyoming landscape isn’t just a backdrop; it’s almost a character in its
own right. Take time to appreciate Johnson’s vivid descriptions of the
environment. If you enjoy, consider pairing your reading with maps or images
of the American West to bring the setting to life.

2. Pay Attention to Character Development
Walt Longmire’s personality and relationships evolve significantly throughout
the series. Reading the books in order allows you to witness his growth,
struggles, and the dynamics with his deputies and family.



3. Explore the Cultural Context
The series often touches upon Native American culture and issues related to
law enforcement on reservations. This adds layers of complexity and
authenticity. Learning a bit about these themes can deepen your appreciation.

4. Watch the TV Adaptation Separately
Many readers discover the Walt Longmire mysteries through the popular TV
series “Longmire.” While the show is inspired by the books, it takes creative
liberties and sometimes diverges from the source material. Enjoy both as
separate experiences to fully appreciate each medium.

Where to Find the Walt Longmire Books

Thanks to their popularity, craig johnson walt longmire mysteries in order
are widely available. You can find them in most bookstores, online retailers,
and libraries. Whether you prefer physical copies, eBooks, or audiobooks,
there are plenty of options to suit your reading style.

Audiobooks, in particular, can be a fantastic way to enjoy the series,
especially with narrators who capture the tone and personality of the
characters vividly. Listening while on the go can make the Wyoming wilderness
and its mysteries come alive in a new way.

Why Reading the Craig Johnson Walt Longmire
Mysteries in Order Matters

Choosing to read these mysteries in order is more than just a matter of
chronology. It preserves the integrity of the narrative arc, allowing you to
catch subtle foreshadowing, character arcs, and recurring themes that deepen
with each installment. Skipping around might cause confusion or diminish the
impact of pivotal moments.

Moreover, the order reflects Johnson’s own growth as a writer, showcasing how
his storytelling, pacing, and character portrayal have evolved over time.
This progression adds another layer of enjoyment for avid readers who
appreciate literary craftsmanship.

Whether you’re new to the series or returning for a reread, following the
craig johnson walt longmire mysteries in order ensures a rich, coherent, and
satisfying experience. The blend of mystery, western elements, and compelling
characters makes this series a standout choice for anyone who loves a good
detective story set against the vast American frontier.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the correct reading order of the Walt
Longmire mysteries by Craig Johnson?
The Walt Longmire mysteries should be read starting with 'The Cold Dish',
followed by 'Death Without Company', 'Kindness Goes Unpunished', 'Another
Man's Moccasins', 'Dry Bones', 'Hell is Empty', 'As the Crow Flies', 'A
Serpent's Tooth', 'Any Other Name', 'Bottle Creek', 'Next to Last Stand',
'Land of Wolves', and continuing with the subsequent novels in order of
publication.

Are the Walt Longmire mysteries by Craig Johnson
best read in publication order?
Yes, it is recommended to read the Walt Longmire series in the order of
publication to follow character development and overarching storylines
properly.

How many books are there in the Walt Longmire series
by Craig Johnson?
As of 2024, there are over 15 novels in the Walt Longmire series by Craig
Johnson, with more possibly forthcoming.

Are there any short stories or novellas in the Walt
Longmire series, and where do they fit in the
reading order?
Yes, Craig Johnson has written several short stories and novellas set in the
Walt Longmire universe. These can be read after the main novels or in between
certain books, but the main novels should be read in order first for the best
experience.

Is it necessary to read all the Walt Longmire
mysteries in order, or can they be read as
standalone novels?
While each Walt Longmire mystery can be enjoyed on its own, reading them in
order enhances understanding of character growth and ongoing plot elements,
making the overall experience richer.



Additional Resources
Craig Johnson Walt Longmire Mysteries in Order: A Definitive Guide to the
Series

craig johnson walt longmire mysteries in order is a phrase often searched by
avid readers and mystery enthusiasts eager to delve into the rich narrative
crafted by author Craig Johnson. The Walt Longmire series, a staple in
contemporary mystery fiction, offers a compelling blend of crime-solving,
Western sensibilities, and deeply etched character studies. Understanding the
correct sequence of these novels not only enhances the reading experience but
also allows an appreciation of the character development and overarching
story arcs that Johnson carefully constructs.

The Walt Longmire Series: An Overview

Craig Johnson's Walt Longmire mysteries are set against the rugged backdrop
of Wyoming, where Sheriff Walt Longmire operates with a mix of old-school
grit and modern sensibility. Spanning over two decades, the series showcases
a blend of procedural crime elements and personal drama, which has garnered
critical acclaim and a devoted fan base. The books have also inspired a
successful television adaptation, further cementing the cultural impact of
the series.

The appeal of the Walt Longmire mysteries lies not only in their intricate
plots but also in how Johnson masterfully incorporates themes of loyalty,
justice, and the complexities of rural American life. To fully appreciate
these nuances, reading the series in chronological order is essential.

Craig Johnson Walt Longmire Mysteries in Order:
The Complete Reading Sequence

For newcomers and seasoned readers alike, knowing the proper reading order of
the Walt Longmire novels is crucial. The series follows a linear progression
that traces Longmire’s personal and professional challenges, offering
insights into his relationships with key figures such as Henry Standing Bear
and Victoria Moretti.

“The Cold Dish” (2005) – The inaugural novel introduces readers to Walt1.
Longmire, his Wyoming county, and the first major case that sets the
tone for the series.

“Death Without Company” (2006) – This installment deepens Longmire’s2.
world with a complex investigation that touches on community secrets.



“Kindness Goes Unpunished” (2007) – A story that explores the3.
consequences of past actions and the moral ambiguities of justice.

“Another Man’s Moccasins” (2008) – Walt confronts his past as a new4.
mystery intertwines with historical grievances.

“The Dark Horse” (2009) – A suspenseful narrative that broadens the5.
scope of Longmire’s law enforcement challenges.

“Junkyard Dogs” (2010) – This novel combines personal stakes with a6.
gripping investigation into a local crime ring.

“Hell is Empty” (2011) – A darker, more introspective entry dealing with7.
themes of loss and redemption.

“As the Crow Flies” (2012) – Walt’s pursuit of a missing person case8.
leads to unexpected revelations.

“A Serpent’s Tooth” (2013) – This story delves into the past lives of9.
the characters and the impact on present events.

“The Shape Shifter” (2014) – A novel that challenges Longmire’s10.
understanding of his community and himself.

“Any Other Name” (2015) – Focuses on personal identity and the11.
consequences of hidden truths.

“Dry Bones” (2016) – Walt faces one of his most personal and difficult12.
cases yet.

“Depth of Winter” (2017) – A chilling mystery that tests Longmire’s13.
resilience during harsh conditions.

“Another Man’s Moccasins” (2018) – A revisitation and expansion of14.
earlier themes and plots.

“Land of Wolves” (2019) – Introduces new characters and a fresh15.
challenge for Longmire.

“Dry Bones” (2020) – Continues the series with more intense narrative16.
threads.

“Wait for Signs” (2021) – The latest novel that balances character17.
introspection with a compelling mystery.

It is worth noting that alongside the core novels, Craig Johnson has also
penned short stories and novellas that enrich the Longmire universe,
providing additional backstory and character insights. These supplementary
works are best enjoyed after familiarizing oneself with the main series.



Why Reading the Walt Longmire Mysteries in Order
Matters

While each Walt Longmire mystery can often stand alone as a self-contained
plot, the series is fundamentally a character-driven saga. The evolution of
Walt Longmire from a steadfast sheriff to a nuanced figure grappling with
personal demons is best appreciated when the novels are read in sequence.
Furthermore, recurring characters and long-term narrative threads gain
emotional weight and thematic clarity when encountered in their intended
order.

The interconnectedness of cases, references to past events, and the
development of relationships between characters like Henry Standing Bear,
Deputy Vic Moretti, and Longmire himself reveal layers that might be
diminished if the books are read out of sequence. For instance, the complex
history between Longmire and his late wife, Martha, gradually unfolds across
multiple books, informing his motivations and emotional landscape.

Comparisons and Standing Among Mystery Series

In the realm of contemporary mystery fiction, Craig Johnson’s Walt Longmire
series stands out for its distinctive Western setting and character-driven
storytelling. Unlike many urban or international crime thrillers, Longmire’s
Wyoming environment adds a unique cultural and geographical dimension. The
series blends the procedural elements of classic detective fiction with the
rugged, often introspective mood of Western literature.

When compared to other long-running mystery series, such as those by Michael
Connelly or Louise Penny, Johnson’s work leans heavily into atmosphere and
character depth rather than fast-paced plot twists. This approach appeals to
readers who appreciate a slower burn and layered storytelling.

Additional Resources for Fans and New Readers

For those interested in exploring the Walt Longmire mysteries further, there
are several resources worth noting:

Television Adaptation: The A&E and later Netflix series “Longmire”
expands the audience for the novels, although it takes creative
liberties and diverges from the books in certain respects.

Short Stories Collection: “Walt Longmire Mysteries” offers a compilation
of short narratives that enrich the main storylines.

Author’s Website and Interviews: Craig Johnson’s official site and



various interviews provide insights into his writing process and
inspirations.

Fan Communities: Online forums and social media groups where readers
discuss theories, character analysis, and book order tips.

Pros and Cons of the Craig Johnson Walt Longmire
Series

While the Walt Longmire mysteries boast numerous strengths, it is worthwhile
to consider both advantages and potential drawbacks for a balanced
perspective.

Pros:

Richly drawn characters with emotional depth.

Immersive setting that captures the spirit of the American West.

Complex and thoughtful plots that avoid clichés.

Blend of mystery and Western genres offers a fresh narrative style.

Cons:

Pacing can be slow for readers accustomed to high-action thrillers.

Some plotlines may feel predictable to seasoned mystery readers.

Occasional narrative detours that emphasize mood over plot
progression.

Overall, the Craig Johnson Walt Longmire mysteries in order present a
compelling journey through crime, justice, and human resilience. For those
willing to engage with the series as a whole, it offers a rewarding literary
experience that combines the best of mystery storytelling with the evocative
power of the Western genre.
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