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List of Marine Corps MOS: Exploring the Diverse Roles Within the Corps

list of marine corps mos brings us into the fascinating world of the various Military Occupational
Specialties (MOS) that make up the backbone of the United States Marine Corps. Whether you're
considering a career in the Corps or simply curious about the roles Marines play, understanding these
MOS codes is essential. Each MOS represents a unique skill set and responsibility, reflecting the
multifaceted nature of the Marine Corps’ mission.

The Marine Corps is renowned for its versatility and adaptability, and much of this stems from the
specialized roles its members undertake. From combat arms to logistics, aviation to intelligence, the
list of Marine Corps MOS covers a wide spectrum designed to keep the Corps effective and ready for
any challenge.

Understanding the Marine Corps MOS System

Before diving into the specific MOS codes, it helps to understand what they represent. MOS stands for
Military Occupational Specialty, essentially a job title within the military. Each MOS has a unique code
used for identification and classification, often consisting of a combination of numbers and letters. The
Marine Corps organizes MOS into several broad categories, including infantry, aviation, combat
support, and logistics.

The MOS system is crucial for career planning, training, and assignment within the Corps. When a
Marine enlists or commissions, they are assigned or select an MOS based on their skills, interests, and
the needs of the Corps. This system ensures that every Marine contributes effectively to the overall
mission.

Key Categories Within the List of Marine Corps MOS

The list of Marine Corps MOS is extensive, but it can be broadly categorized into several main groups.
Let’s explore these categories to get a clearer picture of the opportunities available.

1. Infantry and Combat Arms

This category is often what people first think of when they imagine Marines. Infantry MOS includes
riflemen, machine gunners, mortarmen, and reconnaissance specialists. These roles are frontline
combat positions requiring physical endurance, tactical skills, and teamwork.

Popular infantry MOS codes include:

0311 – Rifleman



0331 – Machine Gunner

0341 – Mortarman

0321 – Reconnaissance Marine

Each of these roles plays a critical part in ground combat operations, emphasizing marksmanship,
small unit tactics, and survival skills.

2. Aviation and Air Support

The Marine Corps operates a robust aviation component that supports ground troops and provides air
superiority. Aviation MOS covers pilots, aircrew, aircraft maintenance, and air traffic control.

Some aviation-related MOS codes include:

7502 – UH-1 Helicopter Pilot

6046 – Aircraft Maintenance

7237 – Air Traffic Control

These roles require technical expertise, precision, and the ability to operate under pressure. Aviation
Marines are vital for reconnaissance, transport, and close air support.

3. Combat Support and Intelligence

Behind every successful Marine operation is a strong support system. Combat support MOS includes
communications specialists, artillery operators, intelligence analysts, and cyber warfare experts.

Key MOS examples:

0621 – Field Radio Operator

0811 – Field Artillery Cannoneer

0203 – Intelligence Specialist

0689 – Cyber Network Operator

These jobs demand analytical thinking, technical skills, and adaptability, helping to ensure Marines
have the information and resources needed to succeed.



4. Logistics and Administration

No military unit can function without logistics and administration. This MOS category includes supply
chain management, motor transport, food service, and personnel administration.

Common MOS codes here are:

3051 – Warehouse Clerk

3531 – Motor Transport Operator

3381 – Food Service Specialist

0151 – Administrative Specialist

Marines in these roles keep the Corps moving by managing equipment, transportation, meals, and
paperwork.

How to Choose an MOS in the Marine Corps

Choosing the right MOS is a pivotal decision for any Marine. It shapes career trajectories, training
opportunities, and day-to-day responsibilities. When considering the list of Marine Corps MOS, it's
essential to weigh personal interests, physical capabilities, and long-term goals.

Many recruits consult with career counselors during the enlistment process to understand the
demands and benefits of each MOS. Some MOS require specific aptitude scores on the Armed
Services Vocational Aptitude Battery (ASVAB), while others may have physical or security clearance
requirements.

Additionally, some roles offer more opportunities for advancement, specialized training, or post-
service career prospects. For instance, aviation MOS can lead to pilot certifications, while intelligence
roles may translate well to civilian cybersecurity jobs.

Evolution of the Marine Corps MOS

The list of Marine Corps MOS isn’t static. It evolves to meet modern warfare demands and
technological advancements. New specialties emerge as the Corps adapts to cyber threats,
unmanned systems, and evolving battlefield tactics.

For example, MOS related to cyber operations and electronic warfare have grown significantly in
recent years, reflecting the increasing importance of information dominance. Similarly, roles in
unmanned aerial systems (UAS) operation are becoming more prominent as drones become integral
to military operations.



Staying informed about these changes can help current and prospective Marines align their skills with
future needs.

Tips for Exploring the List of Marine Corps MOS

If you’re curious about the various MOS options or preparing to enlist, here are some helpful tips:

Research Thoroughly: Use official Marine Corps resources and speak with recruiters to get
accurate information about each MOS.

Consider Your Strengths: Physical fitness, technical aptitude, and personal interests should
guide your choice.

Think Long-Term: Some MOS offer better career advancement or transferability to civilian
jobs.

Ask Questions: Current Marines can provide valuable insights into daily life and challenges
associated with specific MOS.

Stay Flexible: Be open to cross-training or reclassification if your goals or the Corps’ needs
change.

Final Thoughts on the List of Marine Corps MOS

Exploring the list of Marine Corps MOS reveals a dynamic and diverse organization where every
Marine has a critical role. Whether on the frontlines as infantry, supporting operations through
logistics, or spearheading technological advances in cyber warfare, each MOS contributes to the
Marine Corps’ mission of readiness and excellence.

Understanding these roles not only helps those interested in joining but also fosters greater
appreciation for the complexity and professionalism of the Marines. As the Corps continues to evolve,
so too will the opportunities within its MOS framework, ensuring Marines remain a formidable force
across all domains.

Frequently Asked Questions

What does MOS stand for in the Marine Corps?
MOS stands for Military Occupational Specialty, which is a code used to identify a specific job or
career field within the Marine Corps.



How many Marine Corps MOS codes are there?
There are over 300 Marine Corps MOS codes, covering a wide range of specialties from infantry to
aviation to logistics.

Where can I find a complete list of Marine Corps MOS codes?
A complete list of Marine Corps MOS codes can be found on the official Marine Corps website or in the
Marine Corps Order P1200.17, which details MOS classifications.

What are some common Marine Corps MOS codes for infantry
roles?
Common infantry MOS codes include 0311 (Rifleman), 0331 (Machine Gunner), and 0341
(Mortarman).

Are Marine Corps MOS codes grouped by occupational fields?
Yes, Marine Corps MOS codes are grouped into fields such as Infantry, Aviation, Communications,
Logistics, Intelligence, and more.

Can Marines change their MOS after enlistment?
Yes, Marines can request a change of MOS through a process called 'reclassification,' subject to the
needs of the Marine Corps and availability.

What is the MOS for a Marine Corps pilot?
Marine Corps pilots typically have an MOS starting with 75XX, such as 7502 for fixed-wing pilots and
7563 for rotary-wing (helicopter) pilots.

How does the Marine Corps MOS system differ from other
branches?
While similar in concept, the Marine Corps MOS system is unique in its numbering and categorization,
tailored specifically to Marine Corps roles and structure.

Additional Resources
List of Marine Corps MOS: An In-Depth Exploration of Military Occupational Specialties

list of marine corps mos serves as a foundational reference for understanding the diverse roles
within the United States Marine Corps. Each Military Occupational Specialty (MOS) represents a
specific job or career path that Marines can pursue, reflecting the broad spectrum of skills and
functions necessary to maintain the Corps' operational readiness. This article provides a
comprehensive, professional review of the various MOS categories, examining the structure,
relevance, and unique attributes of these designations.



Understanding the Marine Corps MOS system is essential for prospective Marines, military analysts,
and enthusiasts alike. The system categorizes roles into distinct fields, ranging from infantry and
aviation to logistics and intelligence, thereby ensuring a balanced and effective fighting force. The list
of Marine Corps MOS continuously evolves to meet the changing demands of modern warfare,
technological advancements, and strategic priorities.

Structure and Classification of Marine Corps MOS

The Marine Corps organizes its MOSs into several broad occupational fields, each identified by a two-
digit number code. These fields accommodate a range of specialties that cover combat roles, support
functions, and technical expertise. The classification system is designed to facilitate recruitment,
training, and career progression by clearly defining job responsibilities and skill requirements.

The primary MOS fields include:

01 - Personnel and Administration

03 - Infantry

04 - Logistics

06 - Communications

08 - Field Artillery

11 - Utilities and Engineers

13 - Engineer

18 - Tank and Assault Amphibious Vehicle

21 - Ground Intelligence

28 - Chemical, Biological, Radiological, and Nuclear Defense (CBRN)

31 - Military Police

35 - Motor Transport

43 - Public Affairs

44 - Legal Services

58 - Military Police Investigations

60 - Aviation

75 - Marine Corps Reserve



Each MOS code is followed by a four-digit number that specifies the exact job title and function within
the occupational field.

Infantry and Combat Roles

Arguably the most recognized and essential element of the Marine Corps, the infantry MOSs fall under
the 03 occupational field. These roles include riflemen, machine gunners, mortarmen, and
reconnaissance specialists. The infantry MOSs form the backbone of the Marine Corps’ combat
capability, responsible for ground combat operations and tactical engagements.

Examples of infantry MOSs include:

0311 - Rifleman

0331 - Machine Gunner

0341 - Mortarman

0321 - Reconnaissance Marine

These roles demand rigorous physical fitness, tactical proficiency, and adaptability to diverse combat
environments. They embody the Marine Corps’ ethos of “every Marine a rifleman,” emphasizing
combat readiness across all specialties.

Logistics and Support Specialties

The effectiveness of Marine Corps operations depends heavily on robust logistics and support
systems. MOSs in fields 04 (Logistics), 35 (Motor Transport), and 11 (Utilities and Engineers) cover a
wide range of essential functions including supply management, vehicle operation, maintenance, and
infrastructure support.

Key logistics MOS examples:

0431 - Landing Support Specialist

3521 - Motor Vehicle Operator

1161 - Engineer Equipment Operator

These specialists ensure that frontline units receive the necessary resources, equipment, and
maintenance to sustain prolonged operations. The complexity and scale of military logistics highlight



the critical role these MOSs play in operational success.

Technical and Communications Fields

Modern warfare demands advanced technical skills, particularly in communications, intelligence, and
cyber operations. The 06 occupational field encompasses communications and information systems,
including radio operators, cyber network specialists, and data systems technicians.

Representative MOSs include:

0621 - Field Radio Operator

0651 - Cyber Network Operator

0689 - Data Systems Specialist

These roles are vital for command and control, ensuring secure, reliable communication channels. As
cyber threats intensify globally, the need for highly trained communications Marines continues to
grow.

Aviation and Air Support MOSs

The Marine Corps aviation community incorporates a diverse list of MOSs under the 60 occupational
field, covering pilots, aircrew, maintenance technicians, and aviation support personnel. Aviation
MOSs provide critical air support, reconnaissance, and logistics capabilities.

Examples include:

pilot MOSs such as 7502 (Helicopter Pilot)

Aircraft Maintenance Technicians (6000 series MOSs)

Air Traffic Controllers (7251)

Given the technical complexity and specialized training required, aviation MOSs offer some of the
most challenging and rewarding career paths within the Corps.

Evolution and Adaptation of the MOS System

The Marine Corps MOS list is not static; it undergoes periodic revisions to reflect evolving military



needs. Technological advancements, such as the increased use of unmanned systems and cyber
warfare, have prompted the introduction of new MOSs and the restructuring of existing ones.

For example, the rise of cyber operations led to the establishment of MOSs like 0651 (Cyber Network
Operator), emphasizing the Corps’ commitment to maintaining operational superiority in digital
domains. Similarly, the expansion of special operations forces has introduced specialized MOS
designations aligned with these elite units.

The adaptability of the MOS structure ensures that the Marine Corps remains capable of meeting
contemporary and future challenges, while also providing Marines with clear pathways for career
development.

Training and Career Progression

Each MOS requires specific initial training, ranging from boot camp and infantry school for combat
roles to technical schools for specialized fields like aviation maintenance or cyber operations. Marines
often begin their careers with a general MOS before progressing to more specialized or advanced
roles through additional training and experience.

Career progression within an MOS can lead to leadership positions, technical mastery, or transition
into related fields. The diversity of MOSs allows Marines to align their skills and interests with
operational needs, fostering both individual growth and organizational effectiveness.

Importance of the List of Marine Corps MOS for
Recruitment and Career Planning

For recruits, understanding the list of Marine Corps MOS is crucial in making informed decisions about
their military careers. The MOS designation influences training pipelines, deployment assignments,
and long-term career opportunities, both within the Marine Corps and in civilian sectors.

The comprehensive list also aids recruiters and career counselors in matching prospective Marines’
aptitudes and aspirations with appropriate roles, ensuring optimal force readiness and individual
satisfaction.

Employers and veterans organizations benefit from familiarity with MOS designations, as many
military skills translate directly to civilian occupations, enhancing veterans’ employability post-
service.

The Marine Corps’ MOS system exemplifies a structured approach to military specialization, balancing
the demands of combat effectiveness with the need for technical proficiency and support functions.
By continuously updating and refining this list, the Corps maintains its reputation as a versatile and
formidable fighting force able to confront complex challenges in diverse operational theaters.
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