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History of Cheesman Park: A Glimpse into Denver’s Historic Green Space

history of cheesman park is a fascinating journey through time that reveals much about Denver’s
development, urban planning, and cultural shifts. Nestled in the heart of Denver, Cheesman Park is more
than just a beautiful open space—it carries with it stories of transformation, community efforts, and a rich,
sometimes mysterious past. If you've ever strolled through its leafy paths or enjoyed a sunny afternoon by

its reflecting pond, understanding the park’s background adds a whole new layer of appreciation.

The Origins of Cheesman Park

The story of Cheesman Park begins in the late 19th century, a time when Denver was rapidly growing
from a frontier town into a bustling city. Originally known as “Congress Park,” the land was first acquired
by the city in the 1860s with the intention of creating a cemetery. This early use as a burial ground would

deeply influence the park’s history and local lore.

From Cemetery to Park: A Controversial Transition

In 1876, the city designated the site as Denver’s city cemetery. However, by the 1890s, the cemetery had
become overcrowded and somewhat neglected, prompting city officials to look for ways to repurpose the
land. The decision to transform the cemetery into a public park was met with mixed emotions from

residents, many of whom were uneasy about turning a resting place for the dead into a recreational area.
The process involved relocating thousands of graves, a massive undertaking that spanned several years.

The remains were exhumed and reinterred in other cemeteries around Denver, but not without

controversy and some lingering folklore about the spirits supposedly haunting the grounds.

The Naming and Development of Cheesman Park

Who Was Cheesman?

The park received its current name in 1907, honoring Walter Cheesman, a prominent Denver businessman
and philanthropist. Cheesman was instrumental in the city’s water supply development and contributed

significantly to Denver’s infrastructure. Naming the park after him was a way to recognize his impact on



the city’s growth and civic life.

Landscape and Architectural Enhancements

Once the cemetery was cleared and the park was renamed, city planners began transforming the area into
a lush, welcoming green space. The early 20th century saw the installation of walking paths, ornamental

gardens, and the iconic reflecting pond that remains a central feature today.
Denver’s Parks Department embraced the City Beautiful movement, popular at the time, which

emphasized beautifying urban spaces to enhance civic pride and promote social harmony. Cheesman Park

became a prime example of this philosophy, with its carefully designed landscaping and elegant features.

Cheesman Park Through the Decades

A Hub for Community and Culture

Over the years, Cheesman Park has evolved into much more than a quiet retreat. It has served as a
gathering place for countless community events, from concerts and festivals to rallies and celebrations. Its

central location made it accessible and beloved by Denver residents of all ages.

Historical Events and Changes

The park has also witnessed significant historical moments. During the mid-20th century, Cheesman Park
became a focal point for civil rights demonstrations and later LGBTQ+ activism, reflecting Denver’s
growing diversity and social awareness. These layers of history contribute to the park’s identity as a space

of inclusion and expression.

Understanding the Myths and Legends of Cheesman Park

One of the more intriguing aspects of the history of Cheesman Park is the folklore surrounding its past as a
cemetery. Tales of ghost sightings and eerie experiences have circulated for decades, adding a mysterious

aura to the tranquil environment.

Local storytellers and paranormal enthusiasts often recount encounters with spirits believed to be those of



the original interred. While these stories are anecdotal, they’ve become part of the park’s cultural fabric and

draw curious visitors intrigued by its haunted reputation.

Respecting the Past While Enjoying the Present

For visitors today, knowing the park’s somber origins can deepen the experience of walking its paths or
relaxing by the pond. It serves as a reminder of the community’s respect for history and the balance

between honoring the past and embracing the present’s recreational opportunities.

Cheesman Park’s Role in Modern Denver

In contemporary times, Cheesman Park remains a vital green space within Denver’s urban landscape. It
offers residents and tourists alike a place for exercise, relaxation, and social interaction. The park’s well-

maintained gardens, open lawns, and scenic views provide an oasis amid the city’s hustle and bustle.

Tips for Visiting Cheesman Park

- ¥Explore the Reflecting Pond:** The pond is not just picturesque but also a favorite spot for birdwatching
and photography.

- ¥ Attend Local Events:** Check Denver’s event calendar for concerts, yoga classes, and festivals hosted in
the park.

- ¥*Walk the Historic Trails:** As you stroll, consider the layers of history beneath your feet—from its
origins as a cemetery to its transformation into a vibrant public space.

- ¥Respect the Space** Remember the park’s past when visiting, maintaining a respectful attitude toward

this historic site.

Preservation and Future Prospects

The history of Cheesman Park is not just a story of the past. Ongoing efforts by local organizations and the
city aim to preserve its natural beauty and historical significance. Initiatives include maintaining the

landscaping, restoring original design elements, and educating the public about the park’s unique heritage.

As Denver continues to grow, Cheesman Park stands as a testament to thoughtful urban planning and the
importance of preserving green spaces that carry deep historical roots. Its evolving story reflects the city’s

commitment to honoring its past while providing vibrant community spaces for future generations.



Exploring the history of Cheesman Park offers a rich perspective on Denver’s cultural evolution, civic
values, and the power of public parks to shape urban life. Whether you’re a history buff, nature lover, or
casual visitor, Cheesman Park invites you to connect with the many stories that have shaped its landscape

and character.

Frequently Asked Questions

Where is Cheesman Park located?

Cheesman Park is located in Denver, Colorado, USA.

When was Cheesman Park established?

Cheesman Park was established in the early 20th century, officially opening as a park in 1910.

‘What was the original purpose of the land where Cheesman Park is
now?

The land originally served as the City Cemetery, known as the City Cemetery of Denver, before it was

converted into a park.

Why was the City Cemetery turned into Cheesman Park?

The cemetery was deemed overcrowded and unsanitary by the early 1900s, leading to its closure and

transformation into a public park to serve the growing city's recreational needs.

Who was Cheesman Park named after?

Cheesman Park was named after Walter Cheesman, a prominent Denver businessman and philanthropist

who contributed to the city's development.

‘What happened to the bodies buried in the cemetery before it became

Cheesman Park?

Many bodies were relocated to other cemeteries, such as Fairmount Cemetery, though some graves remain

unaccounted for beneath the park.

Are there any notable features or landmarks in Cheesman Park related to



its history?

Yes, the park features historic landscaping and a pavilion, and it retains some original mausoleum structures

and monuments from its cemetery days.

How has Cheesman Park evolved over the years?

Cheesman Park has evolved from a cemetery to a popular urban green space used for recreation, events,

and community gatherings, while preserving elements of its historical past.

Is Cheesman Park considered a historic site?

Yes, Cheesman Park is recognized for its historical significance due to its origins as a cemetery and its role

in Denver’s urban development.

Additional Resources

**The History of Cheesman Park: Denver’s Urban Oasis Through Time**

History of Cheesman Park weaves a narrative that stretches back to the late 19th century, encapsulating
Denver’s evolving relationship with urban green spaces, public health, and community identity. As one of
the city’s most iconic parks, Cheesman Park's transformation from a cemetery to a flourishing public space
reflects broader trends in urban planning and societal values. This article delves into the intricate history of
Cheesman Park, tracing its origins, developmental milestones, and cultural significance, while highlighting

its role within Denver’s urban fabric.

Origins of Cheesman Park: From Pioneer Cemetery to Public

Green Space

The site now known as Cheesman Park originally served as Denver’s pioneer cemetery, established in the
mid-1800s. The cemetery, officially called the City Cemetery, was the final resting place for many of
Denver’s early settlers, reflecting the city’s rapid growth during the Colorado Gold Rush era. However, as
Denver expanded, concerns about sanitation and the city’s aesthetic appearance prompted discussions around

relocating the cemetery.

By the late 1880s, the City Cemetery was considered a health hazard due to overcrowding and improper
maintenance. Public sentiment shifted toward transforming the site into a park, influenced by the City
Beautiful movement, which advocated for urban beautification and the creation of communal green spaces
to improve the quality of life. This transition marked an early example of urban repurposing that balanced

respect for history with contemporary public needs.



The Role of Walter Cheesman and the Park’s Naming

The park’s name honors Walter Scott Cheesman, a prominent Denver businessman and philanthropist who
played a pivotal role in the city’s water development and civic improvements. Cheesman’s influence
extended beyond infrastructure; his generosity helped fund the park’s opening in 1907. Naming the park

after him was a tribute to his contributions, cementing his legacy within Denver’s urban landscape.

Development and Design: Shaping Denver’s Landmark Park

Following the decision to convert the cemetery into a park, Denver hired prominent landscape architects
to oversee the transformation. Notably, Frederick Law Olmsted Jr., son of the famed designer of New
York’s Central Park, contributed to the park’s design elements. His vision emphasized naturalistic
landscaping, open lawns, and tree-lined paths, creating a serene environment conducive to leisure and

recreation.

The removal of headstones and relocation of graves was a contentious and delicate process, taking several
years to complete. By 1908, the park was officially dedicated, featuring expansive open spaces, winding
walkways, and a large pavilion. Over time, additional amenities such as tennis courts, playgrounds, and

fountains were added, enhancing the park’s appeal and utility.

Cheesman Park’s Architectural and Natural Features

Cheesman Park's design reflects early 20th-century park principles, balancing formal and informal
elements. The park’s central pavilion, designed in a neoclassical style, serves as a focal point, while the
surrounding groves of mature trees and manicured lawns provide ample space for passive recreation. The

park’s topography, relatively flat with gentle slopes, supports various activities ranging from picnicking to

jogging.

The incorporation of native and non-native plant species exemplifies Denver’s horticultural interests
during the park’s development. Today, Cheesman Park is home to diverse flora, including ash, elm, and

cottonwood trees, contributing to its role as an urban wildlife habitat.

Cheesman Park in the Context of Denver’s Urban Growth

As Denver expanded throughout the 20th century, Cheesman Park remained a vital green space amid
increasing urban density. Its location adjacent to the Capitol Hill neighborhood positioned it as a central

recreational area accessible to residents and visitors alike. The park’s transformation mirrored Denver’s



broader urban evolution, where public parks became essential for community well-being and social

interaction.

Social and Cultural Significance

Over the decades, Cheesman Park has played host to numerous cultural events, protests, and community
gatherings. Its open lawns have been a stage for everything from music festivals to political rallies,
reflecting its role as a civic commons. Moreover, the park has served as a welcoming space for Denver’s

LGBTQ+ community, particularly during Pride celebrations, underscoring its inclusive social fabric.

Challenges and Preservation Efforts

Despite its popularity, Cheesman Park has faced challenges typical of urban parks, such as maintenance
funding, safety concerns, and balancing recreational use with preservation. The park’s historical legacy as a

former cemetery has also prompted ongoing archaeological interest and sensitivity regarding its grounds.

Local organizations and the City of Denver have collaborated on restoration projects aimed at preserving the
park’s historic features while upgrading amenities. Efforts include improving landscape management,
enhancing lighting, and promoting community stewardship to ensure Cheesman Park remains a cherished

urban oasis.

Comparative Perspectives: Cheesman Park Among Denver’s

Green Spaces

Within Denver’s extensive park system, Cheesman Park stands out for its unique history and design.
When compared to other well-known parks like Washington Park or City Park, Cheesman offers a
distinctive blend of historical narrative and urban accessibility. While Washington Park emphasizes
recreational sports and City Park features a zoo and museum, Cheesman Park’s identity centers on its

contemplative open spaces and historical roots.

This distinction attracts a diverse array of users, from casual walkers and dog owners to history enthusiasts
and event organizers. The park’s size, approximately 80 acres, situates it as a mid-sized urban park, striking

a balance between intimacy and expansiveness.



Environmental and Recreational Contributions

Cheesman Park contributes to Denver’s environmental sustainability by providing green cover that
mitigates urban heat island effects and supports biodiversity. Its well-maintained lawns and tree canopies

improve air quality and offer habitat for birds and small mammals.

From a recreational standpoint, the park’s amenities encourage physical activity and social engagement.
The paved paths accommodate runners and cyclists, while open areas facilitate yoga classes, picnics, and
family outings. This multifunctionality enhances residents’ quality of life and aligns with contemporary

urban planning goals.

Continuing Legacy and Future Prospects

The history of Cheesman Park is not static; it continues to evolve alongside Denver’s dynamic urban
landscape. Current initiatives focus on integrating sustainable practices, expanding educational
programming, and fostering community involvement. The park’s management prioritizes honoring its past
while adapting to contemporary needs, ensuring that Cheesman Park remains a vital, living part of

Denver’s heritage.
As urban pressures increase, the park’s preservation serves as a reminder of the importance of green spaces

for mental health, ecological balance, and social cohesion. Cheesman Park exemplifies how historical context

and thoughtful design can create enduring public spaces that resonate across generations.
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