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Destiny 2 Desperate Measures Guide: Mastering the Exotic Hand Cannon

destiny 2 desperate measures guide is here to help Guardians unlock the full
potential of one of the most unique and versatile Exotic hand cannons in the
game. Whether you’'re a seasoned player or new to Destiny 2’'s vast arsenal,
understanding how to effectively wield Desperate Measures can elevate your
gameplay, especially in Crucible and Gambit. This guide will delve into the
weapon’s perks, best loadouts, and expert tips to maximize its impact on the
battlefield.

Understanding Desperate Measures: What Makes It
Special?

Desperate Measures is an Exotic Hand Cannon introduced in Destiny 2's Season
of the Chosen. Unlike traditional hand cannons, it features a distinctive
perk set and mechanics that cater to close to mid-range combat, rewarding
aggressive playstyles. Knowing how this weapon operates can be a game-changer
in both PvP and PvE content.

Unique Perks and Weapon Traits

At the heart of Desperate Measures lies its unique intrinsic perk,
**Desperate Measures**. This perk increases the weapon’s handling, reload
speed, and stability drastically after scoring a kill, but only for a brief
window. This creates a dynamic flow where each kill empowers the next
engagement, encouraging a rapid-fire, aggressive approach.

Other notable perks include:

- **Backup Plan**: Allows the weapon to reload from empty by performing a
quick melee attack, perfect for clutch reload situations.

- **Qpening Shot**: Helps with initial bullet accuracy after a short pause in
firing, making your first shots count.

- **Moving Target**: Boosts aim assist and movement speed while aiming down
sights after dodging, synergizing well with the fast-paced reload mechanics.

How to Obtain Desperate Measures

Before you can put this Exotic hand cannon to use, you need to acquire it.
Desperate Measures is obtained through a questline tied to the Season of the
Chosen, typically involving a series of objectives that test your skill in



both PvP and PvVE activities.

The Quest Breakdown

The quest usually includes:

1. **Defeating Guardians or Combatants**: This involves scoring kills with
hand cannons, sometimes in PvP or specific PvVE modes.

2. **Completing Challenges**: Often includes precision kills, multi-kills, or
performing specific actions like melee kills.

3. **Final Mission or Boss Encounter**: Some steps require beating a tough
enemy or completing a strike or Crucible match.

Make sure to check your quest progress in the Director and prepare for each
step with the appropriate loadout and strategy.

Best Loadouts to Complement Desperate Measures

Equipping the right armor, mods, and subclass can enhance Desperate Measures’
strengths. Since the weapon thrives on speed, agility, and quick reloads,
consider these recommendations to optimize your build.

Subclass Synergy

- **Hunter (Gunslinger or Arcstrider)**: The Hunter’s natural agility and
dodge abilities make it easier to trigger Moving Target and maintain
momentum.

- **Warlock (Voidwalker or Dawnblade)**: Warlocks benefit from enhanced
reload mods and survivability, allowing you to stay in the fight longer while
capitalizing on the reload speed boost.

- **Titan (Striker or Sentinel)**: Titans can leverage defensive abilities to
close gaps quickly and survive aggressive pushes with Desperate Measures.

Armor Mods That Work Well

- **Hand Cannon Loader**: Speeds up reload time, stacking with the intrinsic
perk.

- **Precision Weapon Targeting**: Increases aim assist, improving your
accuracy during the critical window after a kill.

- **Momentum Transfer**: Boosts mobility after melee hits, perfect for
chaining kills and reloads.

- **Impact Induction**: Grants grenade energy on melee hits, increasing your
ability to control space.



Tips and Tricks for Using Desperate Measures
Effectively

Mastering Desperate Measures requires more than just aiming well. Here are
some expert tips to help you make the most of this exotic weapon.

Engage Aggressively but Smartly

The intrinsic perk rewards you for kills, so playing aggressively is key.
However, don’t rush blindly. Use cover and your mobility to set up kills
where you can immediately capitalize on the reload and handling boost.

Utilize Backup Plan for Clutch Reloads

Backup Plan allows you to melee to instantly reload when your magazine is
empty. This can save you in tight situations, especially in PvP when every
second counts. Practice timing your melee reloads to maintain pressure on
opponents.

Pair with Movement-Enhancing Gear

Since Desperate Measures benefits from rapid engagements, pairing it with
gear that boosts sprint speed, slide distance, or dodge cooldown can keep you
in the fight longer and maintain your kill streak momentum.

Map Awareness and Positioning

In Crucible, knowing where to engage is vital. Desperate Measures shines in
close to mid-range fights, so controlling chokepoints, corners, and tight
spaces plays to its strengths. Avoid long sightlines where sniper rifles or
scout rifles dominate.

How Desperate Measures Performs in PvE and PvP

This weapon’s versatility makes it a solid choice for both PvE and PvP, but
understanding its nuances in each can help you decide when to pull it out of
your vault.



PvP: Dominating the Crucible

In competitive modes, Desperate Measures rewards quick reflexes and
precision. The handling and reload buffs after kills let you chain
eliminations, turning the tide during skirmishes. It’s particularly effective
in modes like Control, Clash, or Trials of 0Osiris, where map control and
quick engagements are frequent.

PvE: Clearing Adds and Boss Damage

While not the highest damage Exotic hand cannon for boss DPS, Desperate
Measures excels at clearing waves of adds quickly due to its fast reload and
stability buffs. Use it in strikes or Gambit to maintain pressure on enemy
mobs. Its quick handling also makes it easier to switch between weapons when
needed.

Comparing Desperate Measures to Other Exotic
Hand Cannons

When looking at Exotic hand cannons, it’s important to consider what makes
Desperate Measures stand out. Unlike high-damage Exotics like Ace of Spades
or Thorn, Desperate Measures focuses on speed, reload efficiency, and
consistent follow-up shots. This makes it less about raw damage and more
about maintaining momentum in fights.

If you prefer a more aggressive, close-range playstyle that rewards quick
reflexes and smart positioning, Desperate Measures is a fantastic choice. For
players who favor precision, long-range engagements, or burst damage, other
hand cannons might better suit your needs.

With this destiny 2 desperate measures guide, you’'re now equipped with the
knowledge to wield this Exotic hand cannon to its full potential. Experiment
with different builds, refine your aim, and embrace an aggressive playstyle
to dominate the battlefield with Desperate Measures. Whether you’re climbing
the ranks in Crucible or blasting through PVE content, this weapon offers a
unique and rewarding experience for Guardians ready to take on the challenge.

Frequently Asked Questions



What is the best loadout for completing the
Desperate Measures mission in Destiny 27

A balanced loadout featuring a powerful primary weapon like a Hand Cannon or
Scout Rifle, a high-impact energy weapon, and a heavy weapon such as a Rocket
Launcher or Linear Fusion Rifle is recommended. Equipping armor with mobility
and recovery perks can also help navigate the mission more effectively.

How do I activate the Desperate Measures mission in
Destiny 2?

To activate Desperate Measures, you need to have completed the Warmind
campaign and then visit Ana Bray on Mars. She will provide the questline that
leads to the Desperate Measures mission.

What are the main challenges in the Desperate
Measures mission?

The main challenges include fighting through waves of Hive enemies, solving
environmental puzzles, and defeating mini-bosses. Managing ammo and using
cover effectively are crucial to survive the intense combat scenarios.

Are there any specific subclass recommendations for
Desperate Measures?

Subclasses with strong crowd control abilities, such as the Warlock's
Dawnblade or Voidwalker, or the Hunter's Nightstalker, are highly effective.
Titans with Defender or Sentinel subclasses can also provide excellent
survivability and support with shields.

Where can I find ammo and resources during the
Desperate Measures mission?

Ammo drops frequently after defeating enemies, especially from yellow-bar
mini-bosses. Be sure to pick up ammo bricks scattered throughout the mission
environment to maintain your weapon supplies.

How long does it typically take to complete the
Desperate Measures mission?

Completion time varies based on player skill and loadout, but on average, it
takes around 15 to 25 minutes to complete the mission.

Is Desperate Measures part of the main Destiny 2



campaign or a side mission?

Desperate Measures is a side mission introduced in the Warmind expansion. It
offers unique challenges and rewards separate from the main campaign.

Additional Resources

Destiny 2 Desperate Measures Guide: Mastering the Legendary Sidearm

destiny 2 desperate measures guide aims to provide players with a
comprehensive understanding of one of the most formidable kinetic weapons in
the current Destiny 2 meta. As a Legendary sidearm, Desperate Measures has
garnered attention for its unique perks and impressive handling, making it a
versatile choice for both PvP and PvE activities. This guide delves into its
intrinsic attributes, optimal perk combinations, and situational
applications, offering an analytical breakdown to help Guardians maximize its
potential.

Overview of Desperate Measures in Destiny 2

Desperate Measures is a kinetic sidearm introduced as part of the Season of
the Chosen content, quickly becoming a staple for players seeking high-
impact, fast-firing weapons. Known for its excellent range among sidearms and
exceptional handling speed, this weapon stands out for those who prefer
aggressive close to mid-range combat. Its intrinsic perk, "Firefly," which
causes precision kills to trigger explosive damage, amplifies its lethality,
especially in PVE encounters.

The weapon's base stats highlight its balanced nature-high handling and
respectable range, paired with moderate stability. When compared to other
sidearms like the popular "Last Hope" or "The Palindrome," Desperate Measures
offers a unique blend of power and precision that caters to a wide range of
playstyles.

Key Features and Perks Analysis

Intrinsic Perk: Firefly

Firefly is arguably the defining characteristic of Desperate Measures. This
perk causes enemies defeated by precision hits to explode, dealing area-of-
effect damage to surrounding foes. In Destiny 2’'s PVE scenarios, this can
significantly increase crowd control efficiency, allowing players to clear
groups of enemies rapidly. In PvP, Firefly encourages precision shooting and



rewards skilled marksmanship with tactical advantages, such as disorienting
nearby opponents.

Optimal Perk Rolls

Desperate Measures features a curated perk pool, enabling players to tailor
the weapon to their preferred combat situations. Some of the most sought-
after perks include:

e Qutlaw: Accelerates reload speed after precision kills, synergizing well
with Firefly for sustained combat effectiveness.

e Rampage: Temporarily boosts damage after kills, enhancing the weapon’s
lethality in both PvE and PvP.

e Kill Clip: Reloading after a kill grants increased damage for a short
duration, perfect for maintaining offensive pressure.

e Zen Moment: Boosts stability on hit, improving accuracy during rapid
fire sequences.

Combining Outlaw with Firefly is especially powerful in PVE, as quick reloads
after explosive precision kills improve kill chains. For PvP enthusiasts,
Kill Clip paired with Zen Moment supports aggressive engagement and helps
maintain control in skirmishes.

Performance in PvVvE and PvP

Player vs Environment (PvVE)

In PvE, Desperate Measures excels in clearing groups of enemies due to its
explosive precision kills. The synergy between Firefly and reload perks like
OQutlaw or Rampage allows players to chain kills effectively. Its handling and
range stats make it a reliable close-to-mid-range weapon for strikes, public
events, and Gambit matches.

However, some limitations exist. The weapon’s magazine size and reload speed,
even with perks, can become a bottleneck during prolonged engagements against
high-health enemies or bosses. Players should consider pairing Desperate
Measures with a heavy weapon or a long-range scout rifle to cover all combat
scenarios efficiently.



Player vs Player (PvP)

In PvP, sidearms compete with a variety of other kinetic weapons, including
hand cannons and submachine guns. Desperate Measures’ high handling and range
give it an edge in close to mid-range confrontations. The Firefly perk adds
an element of surprise, potentially disrupting enemy positioning with
explosive kills.

The weapon’s effectiveness hinges on accuracy; missing precision shots
reduces the chance to trigger Firefly, which is critical to its kill
potential. Additionally, the reload speed boost from Outlaw or the damage
increase from Kill Clip can turn the tide in quick exchanges. Still, players
must be mindful of the weapon’s recoil pattern and magazine size, as these
factors influence sustained combat viability.

Comparative Insights: Desperate Measures vs.
Other Sidearms

When compared to similar kinetic sidearms in Destiny 2, Desperate Measures
occupies a niche focused on precision and explosive impact. For instance:

e Last Hope: Offers high damage and a large magazine but lacks elemental
perks like Firefly.

e The Palindrome: Renowned for its stability and versatility, but it
trades the explosive precision kills that define Desperate Measures.

e Fate Cries Foul: Provides healing capabilities on multi-kills but does
not emphasize precision explosions.

These comparisons underscore Desperate Measures’ role as a weapon for players
who emphasize precision and quick reload synergy. Its unique perks make it a
compelling choice for those who want a sidearm that can double as a crowd-
control tool and a PvP contender.

Tips for Maximizing Desperate Measures’
Effectiveness

To truly harness the full potential of Desperate Measures, consider the
following strategic tips:



1. Prioritize precision aiming: Focus on landing headshots to trigger
Firefly, which drastically increases damage output and crowd control.

2. Optimize perk synergy: Equip perks like Outlaw or Kill Clip to maintain
momentum and reduce downtime during combat.

3. Manage engagement range: Use Desperate Measures within its effective
range to capitalize on its accuracy and handling.

4. Complement with secondary weapons: Pair with weapons that cover long-
range or heavy damage roles to handle diverse combat scenarios.

5. Leverage mobility: Utilize Destiny 2’s movement mechanics to close gaps
quickly, making the most of Desperate Measures’ swift handling.

Final Observations on Destiny 2 Desperate
Measures

Destiny 2's Desperate Measures stands as a testament to how a well-designed
sidearm can influence gameplay dynamics across multiple modes. Its
combination of Firefly, quick handling, and reload perks makes it a
formidable choice for Guardians who thrive on precision and rapid
engagements. While it may not replace heavy-hitting weapons in every
scenario, its niche strengths offer meaningful advantages in both PVE crowd
control and PvP skirmishes.

For players aiming to integrate Desperate Measures into their arsenal,
understanding its strengths and limitations is key to unlocking its full
potential. With the right perk loadout and tactical usage, this sidearm
remains a valuable and exciting option in the ever-evolving Destiny 2 weapon
landscape.
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