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geoff dyer the ongoing moment is a phrase that immediately brings to mind a unique
exploration of photography, art, and the way we perceive images. Geoff Dyer’s celebrated
book, *The Ongoing Moment*, is an intriguing blend of art criticism, biography, and
personal reflection. It delves into the works of some of the most influential photographers of
the 20th century, offering readers a fresh perspective on photography’s evolving language
and its impact on culture. If you’re interested in photography, art history, or simply curious
about how images shape our understanding of the world, then diving into Dyer’s work is a
rewarding experience.

Understanding Geoff Dyer’s Approach in The
Ongoing Moment

At its core, *The Ongoing Moment* is not just a straightforward history of photography.
Instead, Geoff Dyer approaches the subject with a distinctive voice that blends scholarly
insight with accessible storytelling. He moves beyond the technicalities of photography to
focus on the emotional and philosophical resonances that images evoke.

Why The Ongoing Moment Stands Out

Unlike typical art criticism, Dyer’s narrative is both personal and conversational. He reflects
on the photographers’ lives and the historical contexts in which their works were created,
making the book feel like a journey rather than a textbook. This method invites readers to
connect with the photographs on a deeper level, encouraging them to consider not just
what is depicted, but how and why it matters.

Highlighting Key Photographers

One of the fascinating aspects of *The Ongoing Moment* is its focus on a select group of
photographers who have shaped modern visual culture. Among them are Henri Cartier-
Bresson, Robert Frank, Garry Winogrand, Lee Friedlander, and Stephen Shore. Dyer
examines their unique styles and philosophies, often drawing parallels and contrasts
between their works. This comparative approach helps readers understand the diverse
ways photography can capture “the moment,” whether fleeting or enduring.

The Concept of “The Ongoing Moment” in



Photography

The title itself, *The Ongoing Moment*, encapsulates a central theme of the book: the idea
that moments captured in photographs are not isolated instances but part of a continuous
flow of experience and meaning.

Capturing Time and Experience

Photography traditionally aims to freeze a moment in time, but Dyer challenges this notion
by suggesting that each photograph is connected to countless others, creating an ongoing
dialogue. The “moment” in photography is never truly singular; it’s part of an endless
unfolding narrative.

How Photographers Convey the Ongoing Moment

Dyer shows how photographers use composition, subject matter, and timing to hint at this
continuum. For example, Cartier-Bresson’s concept of the “decisive moment” is
reinterpreted through the lens of ongoing experience rather than a one-off event. Similarly,
Winogrand’s street photography reveals the chaotic, layered nature of everyday life,
inviting viewers to consider the broader context beyond the frame.

Geoff Dyer’s Writing Style: Engaging and
Insightful

What makes *The Ongoing Moment* particularly enjoyable is Geoff Dyer’s engaging prose.
His writing is conversational yet deeply informed, striking a balance that appeals to both
casual readers and photography enthusiasts.

Blending Anecdotes with Analysis

Dyer often weaves personal anecdotes and humor into his analysis, which makes the
material more relatable. For instance, his reflections on his own experiences with
photography and art museums add a human dimension to the book, making complex ideas
feel accessible.

Encouraging Readers to See Differently

Beyond just discussing photographers and their works, Dyer encourages readers to look at
photographs in new ways. He challenges us to think critically about how images influence
our perception of reality, memory, and history. This approach enriches the reading



experience and deepens appreciation for visual art.

Why The Ongoing Moment Remains Relevant
Today

In an age dominated by digital images and social media, Geoff Dyer’s *The Ongoing
Moment* offers a timely meditation on the power and significance of photography.

Photography in the Digital Era

With billions of photos shared daily online, the way we engage with images has changed
dramatically. Dyer’s insights remind us to pause and consider the meaning behind images,
rather than consuming them superficially. This perspective is invaluable for anyone
navigating the fast-paced visual culture of the 21st century.

Inspiration for Photographers and Art Lovers

For photographers, whether amateur or professional, *The Ongoing Moment* serves as a
source of inspiration. It encourages experimentation with capturing moments that resonate
beyond the immediate frame. For art lovers, it’s a compelling invitation to explore the
stories behind iconic photographs and the artists who created them.

Tips for Exploring Photography Inspired by Geoff
Dyer’s The Ongoing Moment

If *The Ongoing Moment* has piqued your interest in photography, here are some practical
ways to deepen your engagement with the medium:

Study the Masters: Look closely at the works of photographers featured in Dyer’s
book. Try to understand their techniques and the emotions their images evoke.

Practice Mindful Viewing: When you look at a photograph, consider the context,
timing, and what might be happening beyond the frame.

Experiment with Your Own Photography: Try to capture moments that tell a story
or suggest a larger narrative.

Visit Photography Exhibitions: Seeing photographs in person can reveal details
and textures that digital screens often miss.



Read Widely: Explore other books and essays on photography to broaden your
understanding and appreciation.

Final Thoughts on Geoff Dyer and The Ongoing
Moment

*The Ongoing Moment* stands as a unique and thought-provoking work that bridges the
gap between art criticism and personal reflection. Geoff Dyer’s treatment of photography
invites readers to engage with images not just as static pictures but as living moments that
continue to unfold in our minds. Whether you’re a seasoned photography aficionado or
someone curious about visual culture, this book offers valuable insights and a fresh lens
through which to view the ongoing moment captured by the camera’s eye.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'The Ongoing Moment' by Geoff Dyer about?
'The Ongoing Moment' by Geoff Dyer explores the history of photography through the lens
of recurring themes and images, examining how certain photographic motifs reappear
across different photographers and eras.

Who is Geoff Dyer, the author of 'The Ongoing
Moment'?
Geoff Dyer is a British author known for his works on literature, photography, and culture.
He blends essay, criticism, and narrative in his writing, as seen in 'The Ongoing Moment.'

What is the main theme of 'The Ongoing Moment'?
The main theme of 'The Ongoing Moment' is the exploration of repeated photographic
images and motifs, highlighting how photographers influence and echo each other across
history.

How does Geoff Dyer approach the subject of
photography in 'The Ongoing Moment'?
Geoff Dyer approaches photography through a non-traditional narrative, mixing
biographical details, critical analysis, and personal reflection to trace the continuity of
photographic moments.



Is 'The Ongoing Moment' more of a photography history
book or an art critique?
'The Ongoing Moment' blends both photography history and art critique, offering insights
into photographers’ works while contextualizing them within broader artistic and cultural
movements.

Which photographers are discussed in 'The Ongoing
Moment'?
Geoff Dyer discusses numerous photographers including Robert Frank, Walker Evans, Diane
Arbus, Garry Winogrand, and others, examining their shared themes and compositions.

What makes 'The Ongoing Moment' a unique book on
photography?
'The Ongoing Moment' is unique because it focuses on the repetition and evolution of
photographic motifs rather than a straightforward chronological history, offering a fresh
perspective on photographic art.

How has 'The Ongoing Moment' been received by
critics?
Critics have praised 'The Ongoing Moment' for its insightful, witty, and unconventional
approach to photography, noting Geoff Dyer's engaging prose and deep understanding of
the medium.

Can 'The Ongoing Moment' be appreciated by readers
unfamiliar with photography?
Yes, while 'The Ongoing Moment' contains detailed analysis of photographic works, Geoff
Dyer’s accessible writing style makes it enjoyable for both photography enthusiasts and
general readers.

What is the significance of the title 'The Ongoing
Moment'?
The title 'The Ongoing Moment' reflects the book’s central idea that certain photographic
moments and themes persist and recur throughout the history of photography, creating an
ongoing dialogue.

Additional Resources
Geoff Dyer’s The Ongoing Moment: A Profound Exploration of Photography and Perception

geoff dyer the ongoing moment is a seminal work that delves into the intricate



relationship between photography, history, and human experience. First published in 2005,
this book stands out in the realm of photographic criticism for its literary style and deeply
reflective approach. Geoff Dyer, a British author known for his genre-blurring works,
combines essays, analysis, and personal reflection to challenge conventional narratives
about photography, making The Ongoing Moment an essential read for enthusiasts, critics,
and scholars alike.

In-depth Analysis of The Ongoing Moment

At its core, Geoff Dyer’s The Ongoing Moment explores the recurring motifs and themes
that bind the works of seven iconic photographers: Eugène Atget, Robert Frank, Garry
Winogrand, Lee Friedlander, Diane Arbus, William Eggleston, and Stephen Shore. Dyer does
not offer a straightforward history of photography; instead, he presents a nuanced
meditation on how these artists captured the “ongoing moment” — that elusive, transient
instant where time, place, and emotion converge in a photograph.

Unlike traditional photographic criticism that often focuses on technical aspects or
biographical details, Dyer’s approach is more philosophical and literary. He weaves
storytelling with visual analysis, moving beyond surface interpretations to explore the
cultural and existential implications behind the images. This method allows readers to
appreciate photography not just as an art form but as a mode of seeing and understanding
the world.

Exploring the Concept of the Ongoing Moment

The notion of the “ongoing moment” itself is a compelling conceptual framework. Geoff
Dyer argues that these photographers, despite their varied styles and eras, share a
fascination with capturing moments that feel suspended in time — moments that resist
finality and invite ongoing contemplation. This idea challenges the traditional notion of
photography as a medium that freezes a single, definitive instant.

Dyer’s investigation reveals how photographs can serve as a continuous dialogue between
the past and present, between the viewer and the subject. For instance, he discusses how
Atget’s early 20th-century images of Paris streets are not merely documentary but resonate
with a haunting timelessness, while Robert Frank’s mid-century America evokes a restless
energy that still feels relevant today.

Geoff Dyer’s Literary Style and Narrative Technique

One of the standout features of The Ongoing Moment is Geoff Dyer’s distinctive prose style.
His writing is both accessible and intellectually rigorous, which broadens the book’s appeal
beyond academic circles. His sentences often blend wit, insight, and a conversational tone,
making complex ideas about photography digestible without oversimplification.

Dyer’s narrative frequently shifts between anecdote, critique, and philosophical musing,



creating a layered texture that mirrors the complexity of the photographs he discusses.
This stylistic choice enhances the reading experience, encouraging readers to engage with
the material actively rather than passively consuming information.

Key Themes and Photographic Perspectives

Geoff Dyer the ongoing moment addresses several interconnected themes that enrich our
understanding of photography as an art form and cultural practice.

The Intersection of Reality and Artifice

A recurring theme in Dyer’s analysis is the tension between photography’s claim to realism
and its inherent subjectivity. While photographs are often perceived as objective records,
Dyer illuminates how each image is shaped by the photographer’s gaze, framing choices,
and historical context. This duality complicates the notion of photographic truth and invites
viewers to question what they see.

The Role of Chance and Composition

Dyer pays particular attention to the balance between spontaneity and deliberate
composition in the works he examines. He highlights how photographers like Garry
Winogrand embraced serendipity, capturing candid street scenes that reveal unexpected
juxtapositions. Conversely, others, like Stephen Shore, focus on careful composition and
color to uncover the extraordinary in the mundane.

Photography as Social Commentary

Throughout the book, The Ongoing Moment underscores photography’s capacity to reflect
and critique social realities. Diane Arbus’s unsettling portraits of marginalized individuals,
for example, are explored as more than mere documentation — they challenge societal
norms and force audiences to confront uncomfortable truths about identity and otherness.

Atget: Capturing the vanishing old Paris with a quiet, methodical gaze.

Frank: Offering a raw, unvarnished view of postwar America’s contradictions.

Winogrand: Embracing chaos and the unexpected in everyday life.

Friedlander: Investigating urban spaces, reflections, and self-portraiture.

Arbus: Delving into the marginalized and the fringe of society.



Eggleston: Transforming color photography into a serious art form.

Shore: Documenting American life with a contemplative and methodical eye.

Geoff Dyer’s Impact on Photography Criticism

The Ongoing Moment has significantly influenced how photography is discussed and
studied. Geoff Dyer’s interdisciplinary approach, blending literary criticism with
photographic analysis, has inspired a broader appreciation for photography beyond
technical mastery. His emphasis on narrative, context, and philosophical inquiry
encourages readers and critics to view photographs as living documents — constantly
interacting with viewers and evolving in meaning.

Moreover, Dyer’s work has contributed to the growing recognition of color photography as a
serious artistic medium, particularly through his discussion of William Eggleston and
Stephen Shore. This shift challenged longstanding biases in photographic discourse, which
historically prioritized black-and-white images.

Pros and Cons of The Ongoing Moment

Pros:

Innovative blending of literary and photographic critique.

Engaging prose that appeals to a wide audience.

Insightful exploration of the philosophy behind photography.

Comprehensive coverage of significant photographers and styles.

Cons:

Some readers may find the narrative structure non-linear and challenging.

Lack of extensive photographic reproductions in some editions might limit visual
context.

Occasional digressions may distract those seeking straightforward analysis.



Relevance of Geoff Dyer The Ongoing Moment in
Contemporary Discourse

In today’s digital age, where photography is ubiquitous and instantaneously shared, The
Ongoing Moment remains remarkably relevant. Geoff Dyer’s reflections on the nature of
photographic moments prompt contemporary viewers to consider the deeper implications
of images that flood social media and digital platforms. His emphasis on the “ongoing”
aspect of moments challenges the fleeting consumption of images, urging a more mindful
engagement.

Furthermore, the book’s exploration of photographic ethics, authorship, and interpretation
resonates in discussions about image manipulation, authenticity, and the role of
photography in shaping public perception. As visual culture continues to evolve rapidly,
Dyer’s work offers a foundational perspective on how images function within society.

Through The Ongoing Moment, Geoff Dyer has crafted more than a critique of photography;
he has offered a meditation on vision, time, and the human impulse to capture and
understand the world around us. His work encourages readers to not only see photographs
but to live with them, acknowledging the ongoing dialogue between image and observer
that defines the photographic experience.
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