
genesis a trick of the tail

Genesis A Trick of the Tail: A Deep Dive into Genesis's Progressive Masterpiece

genesis a trick of the tail stands as one of the most celebrated albums in the progressive rock genre,
marking a pivotal moment in the evolution of the band Genesis. Released in 1976, this album not only
showcased the band's ability to reinvent themselves after the departure of their iconic frontman Peter
Gabriel but also solidified their place in rock history. For fans and new listeners alike, understanding the
nuances and background of "A Trick of the Tail" offers a richer appreciation of Genesis’s musical journey.

The Genesis of "A Trick of the Tail"

The story behind "A Trick of the Tail" is as fascinating as the music itself. After Peter Gabriel left Genesis
in 1975, many wondered if the band could continue without their charismatic lead singer. However, the
remaining members—Tony Banks, Mike Rutherford, and Phil Collins—stepped up to the challenge. Phil
Collins, the drummer, took on lead vocal duties, which was a bold and unexpected move at the time.

This album was a turning point for Genesis. It was their first release without Gabriel and their first with
Collins as lead vocalist, showing a shift not only in personnel but also in musical style. The band embraced a
more melodic and accessible approach while still retaining the complex arrangements and storytelling
elements that defined their earlier work.

Background and Context

Genesis had built a reputation in the early 1970s for their intricate compositions and theatrical
performances. Albums like "Foxtrot" and "Selling England by the Pound" were critically acclaimed but
appealed mostly to progressive rock enthusiasts. Gabriel’s departure could have spelled the end for the
band, but instead, it gave them a fresh start.

The name "A Trick of the Tail" comes from a phrase in the song "Squonk," which itself is based on a
mythical creature from American folklore. The album’s themes blend fantasy and reality, with storytelling
that touches on escapism, transformation, and mystery—hallmarks of Genesis’s lyrical style.

Musical Style and Composition

"A Trick of the Tail" maintains many of the progressive rock elements fans loved but introduces a more



streamlined and radio-friendly sound. This balance helped Genesis reach a broader audience without
alienating their core fan base.

Key Tracks and Their Impact

- **"Dance on a Volcano"**: The album’s opening track sets an energetic tone with dynamic rhythms and
intricate keyboard work. It’s a perfect example of how Genesis combined technical proficiency with catchy
melodies.
- **"Squonk"**: Inspired by a mythical creature, this song showcases the band’s storytelling prowess and
Phil Collins’s confident vocal performance.
- **"Robbery, Assault and Battery"**: A narrative-driven track with a gritty edge, highlighting the band's
ability to craft compelling tales within their music.
- **"A Trick of the Tail"**: The title track is a whimsical and imaginative story, underscored by lush
instrumentation and memorable hooks.
- **"Los Endos"**: Serving as an instrumental finale, this piece ties together motifs from the album and
offers a triumphant conclusion.

Instrumentation and Production

The album features Tony Banks’s signature keyboards, Mike Rutherford’s versatile guitar and bass work,
and Phil Collins’s distinctive drumming and vocals. The production, handled by John Burns alongside the
band, emphasizes clarity and balance, allowing each instrument to shine without overshadowing the vocals.

The use of Mellotron, Moog synthesizers, and intricate guitar layers creates a rich sonic landscape, while
Collins’s vocals bring a new emotional depth. This combination helped set the tone for Genesis’s future
direction, blending progressive complexity with mainstream appeal.

Legacy and Influence of "A Trick of the Tail"

The release of "A Trick of the Tail" was met with critical acclaim and commercial success. It reached
impressive chart positions in both the UK and the US, proving that Genesis could thrive without their
former frontman. This album paved the way for future successes like "Wind & Wuthering" and "Duke,"
and eventually the band’s transformation into a stadium rock powerhouse during the 1980s.

Impact on Progressive Rock



Genesis’s ability to evolve while staying true to their roots inspired many other bands in the progressive
rock scene. "A Trick of the Tail" demonstrated that progressive rock could be both artistically ambitious and
accessible. This helped broaden the genre’s appeal beyond a niche audience.

Phil Collins as Lead Vocalist

Phil Collins’s emergence as the lead singer was a pivotal moment in Genesis’s history. His distinctive voice
and emotive delivery brought a new dimension to the band’s sound. Over time, Collins became
synonymous with Genesis’s identity, and his dual role as drummer and vocalist became one of rock’s most
impressive feats.

Tips for New Listeners Exploring "A Trick of the Tail"

If you’re new to Genesis or progressive rock, diving into "A Trick of the Tail" can be an enriching
experience. Here are some tips to enhance your listening:

Listen with headphones: The album’s intricate layers and production details are best appreciated with
quality headphones.

Focus on the lyrics: Genesis’s storytelling is a key element; reading the lyrics alongside listening can
deepen your understanding.

Explore the band’s earlier work: To fully grasp the significance of this album, listen to previous
Genesis releases, especially those featuring Peter Gabriel.

Watch live performances: Seeing how the band adapted songs with Collins as lead vocalist adds
another layer of appreciation.

Exploring the Themes in "A Trick of the Tail"

The album’s lyrics are filled with fantasy, myth, and allegory, which was a hallmark of Genesis’s
songwriting approach. This thematic richness invites listeners to interpret the songs in various ways.



Fantasy and Storytelling

Many tracks tell stories or paint vivid scenes, such as "Squonk" and "Los Endos." These songs often blend
surreal imagery with emotional undertones, which encourages listeners to engage their imagination.

Human Emotions and Experiences

Beyond fantasy, the album touches on universal themes like vulnerability, change, and resilience. Songs
like "Robbery, Assault and Battery" convey raw human experiences wrapped in compelling narratives.

The Visual and Artistic Side of "A Trick of the Tail"

The album cover, designed by artist Hipgnosis, is as intriguing as the music itself. Featuring a whimsical
illustration of a character peeking around a corner, it perfectly captures the album’s playful and mysterious
spirit.

This attention to visual detail complemented the band’s theatrical roots and helped create a cohesive artistic
package that fans could connect with both sonically and visually.

---

"A Trick of the Tail" remains a shining example of Genesis’s talent, creativity, and resilience. Whether
you’re a die-hard fan or a curious newcomer, this album offers a rewarding journey through the world of
progressive rock, storytelling, and musical innovation. By embracing change and pushing boundaries,
Genesis created a timeless work that continues to inspire musicians and listeners around the world.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'A Trick of the Tail' by Genesis?
'A Trick of the Tail' is the seventh studio album by British progressive rock band Genesis, released in 1976.
It marked the first album after the departure of lead singer Peter Gabriel.

Who took over lead vocals on 'A Trick of the Tail'?
Phil Collins, the band's drummer, took over lead vocals on 'A Trick of the Tail' after Peter Gabriel left the
band.



How was 'A Trick of the Tail' received by critics and fans?
'A Trick of the Tail' was well received by both critics and fans, praised for its strong songwriting and
successful transition to Phil Collins as lead vocalist.

What are some popular songs from 'A Trick of the Tail'?
Popular songs from the album include 'Dance on a Volcano,' 'Robbery, Assault and Battery,' and the title
track 'A Trick of the Tail.'

Did 'A Trick of the Tail' feature any new band members?
Yes, guitarist Steve Hackett left the band after the album's release, but during the recording of 'A Trick of
the Tail,' the lineup consisted of Phil Collins, Tony Banks, Mike Rutherford, and Steve Hackett.

How did 'A Trick of the Tail' influence Genesis's musical direction?
'A Trick of the Tail' marked a shift towards a more accessible and melodic sound, moving slightly away
from the band's earlier, more complex progressive rock style.

What is the concept behind the album 'A Trick of the Tail'?
The album features a loose concept revolving around fantasy and storytelling, with songs inspired by
literature and imaginative tales.

Was 'A Trick of the Tail' a commercial success?
Yes, 'A Trick of the Tail' was a commercial success, reaching the top 10 in the UK Albums Chart and
helping Genesis gain a wider audience.

Additional Resources
Genesis A Trick of the Tail: An Analytical Review of a Progressive Rock Milestone

genesis a trick of the tail stands as a pivotal album in the annals of progressive rock, marking a
transformative period for the band Genesis. Released in 1976, this record not only signified the first album
after the departure of lead vocalist Peter Gabriel but also demonstrated the group’s resilience and
adaptability. Over four decades later, it remains a subject of interest for music historians, critics, and fans,
who continue to explore its artistic significance, musical innovation, and place within both Genesis’s
discography and the wider prog rock genre.



Context and Historical Significance

The release of Genesis A Trick of the Tail came at a crucial juncture. Peter Gabriel, the band's charismatic
frontman and a creative force, had left the band in 1975. This departure raised questions about the future
direction of Genesis, as Gabriel’s theatrical presence and distinct vocal style had been integral to their
identity. The band faced the challenge of redefining themselves without him.

Phil Collins, originally the drummer, stepped up as lead vocalist, and the group embarked on crafting what
would become one of their most critically acclaimed albums. This transition was not without risk — many
bands in the 1970s struggled to maintain momentum after losing a key member. Yet, Genesis A Trick of
the Tail defied expectations, showcasing a seamless evolution rather than an abrupt change.

Genesis’s Musical Evolution

Genesis A Trick of the Tail is often regarded as a bridge between the band’s earlier, more experimental
work and their later, more accessible sound. The album balances complex arrangements, intricate time
signatures, and elaborate storytelling — hallmarks of progressive rock — with a newfound melodic clarity.

The album’s production, overseen by producer David Hentschel alongside the band, emphasized clean
instrumentation and polished soundscapes. This approach contrasted with the rawer textures found in
earlier albums like Foxtrot or Selling England by the Pound. The refined production allowed for greater
emphasis on lyrical content and melodic hooks.

Track Analysis and Thematic Exploration

Each track on Genesis A Trick of the Tail contributes to the album’s overarching narrative style, often
inspired by literature and fantasy, consistent with progressive rock traditions. The album’s title track, “A
Trick of the Tail,” exemplifies this with its whimsical story about a mythical creature’s journey.

Key Tracks and Their Features

A Trick of the Tail: Opening the album, this song combines upbeat rhythms with intricate
instrumental interplay. Its lyrical narrative evokes fairy tale imagery, setting a tone of imaginative
storytelling.

Squonk: Drawing from American folklore, this track exhibits darker tonalities and complex rhythmic



shifts, illustrating the band’s ability to blend narrative depth with musical sophistication.

Entangled: A softer, more melodic piece, featuring lush keyboards and Phil Collins’s emotive vocals,
highlighting the album’s diversity in mood and texture.

Los Endos: Serving as the closing instrumental, this track synthesizes motifs from earlier songs,
creating a cohesive musical summary and showcasing the band’s instrumental prowess.

These songs illustrate the blend of accessible melodies and prog complexity that defined Genesis A Trick of
the Tail, appealing to both longtime fans and newcomers.

Phil Collins’s Vocal Transition

One of the most scrutinized aspects of Genesis A Trick of the Tail is Phil Collins’s assumption of lead vocal
duties. His voice, distinct from Gabriel’s theatrical style, brought a more grounded and soulful character to
the band’s sound.

Critics initially questioned whether Collins could fill the sizable void left by Gabriel. However, over time,
Collins’s contributions have been widely praised for their warmth and versatility. His ability to balance
intricate drumming with compelling vocals added a new dimension to Genesis’s identity.

Comparisons Within Genesis’s Discography and Prog Rock

When analyzing Genesis A Trick of the Tail, it is essential to consider its position relative to other key
albums both within the band’s catalog and the broader progressive rock movement.

Compared to earlier albums like The Lamb Lies Down on Broadway (1974), which featured Gabriel’s
narrative-driven concept and theatrical vocals, A Trick of the Tail presents a less flamboyant but equally
imaginative approach. Musically, it retains the complexity expected from Genesis but introduces a greater
emphasis on melody and cohesion.

In the broader prog landscape, the album stands alongside works by contemporaries such as Yes, King
Crimson, and Pink Floyd. Unlike the sprawling, often experimental compositions by King Crimson or the
atmospheric soundscapes of Pink Floyd, Genesis A Trick of the Tail strikes a balance between technical
proficiency and accessible songwriting.



Pros and Cons from a Critical Perspective

Pros:

Successful transition of lead vocals without compromising the band’s identity

Strong songwriting with memorable melodies and complex arrangements

High production quality enhancing the clarity of musical elements

Varied thematic content enriching the album’s narrative appeal

Cons:

Less theatrical flair compared to previous Gabriel-led albums, potentially alienating some fans

Some critics argue the album lacks the experimental edge of earlier works

Occasional unevenness in pacing, with some tracks deemed less impactful

These assessments underline the album’s strengths as a successful reinvention while acknowledging that
changes in style inevitably led to mixed reactions.

Legacy and Influence of Genesis A Trick of the Tail

Decades after its release, Genesis A Trick of the Tail remains a touchstone in progressive rock history. The
album’s success paved the way for Genesis’s continued evolution, eventually leading to more mainstream
success in the 1980s with albums like Invisible Touch.

Moreover, the album influenced numerous artists within and beyond the prog genre. Its blend of
storytelling, musicianship, and accessible melodies demonstrated that progressive rock could innovate
without becoming inaccessible.

The album continues to be celebrated in retrospective reviews and reissues, often cited as a testament to



Genesis’s artistic resilience and adaptability.

---

In sum, Genesis A Trick of the Tail embodies a critical moment when a band confronted uncertainty and
emerged with renewed creative vigor. Its enduring appeal lies in its fusion of narrative depth, musical
complexity, and melodic accessibility—qualities that have secured its place as a classic within progressive
rock and the broader rock canon.
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