dragon ball series in order

Dragon Ball Series in Order: A Complete Guide to Watching the Legendary Anime

dragon ball series in order is a phrase many fans and newcomers alike search for when diving into
the vast world created by Akira Toriyama. With multiple series, movies, and specials spanning
decades, it can be a bit overwhelming to know where to start and how to watch the story unfold
chronologically. Whether you're a seasoned anime lover wanting to revisit the adventures or someone
just starting, understanding the correct sequence is key to fully enjoying the epic journey of Goku and
his friends.

In this comprehensive guide, we’ll walk through the entire Dragon Ball franchise, explaining the order
of the series, highlighting key story arcs, and providing tips for a smooth viewing experience. Along
the way, you'll discover the evolution of the animation, characters, and the ever-expanding universe
that makes Dragon Ball a cornerstone of anime history.

Understanding the Dragon Ball Series in Order

When people talk about the dragon ball series in order, they usually refer to the main anime shows
and their chronological progression. The franchise is primarily divided into three main series: *Dragon
Ball*, *Dragon Ball Z*, and *Dragon Ball Super*. Additionally, there’s *Dragon Ball GT*, which is an
anime-only sequel, and several movies and specials that fit in various places or serve as stand-alone
stories.

The Original Dragon Ball

The journey begins with *Dragon Ball* (1986-1989), which introduces us to a young Goku, a boy with
incredible strength and a mysterious past. This series is more lighthearted and adventure-focused,
featuring classic story arcs like the search for the Dragon Balls, the World Martial Arts Tournaments,
and battles against iconic villains like Emperor Pilaf and King Piccolo.

This series sets the foundation by exploring Goku'’s origins, friendships, and his early training with
Master Roshi. Watching this first is crucial because it establishes the characters’ motivations and the
tone before the story becomes more action-driven in later series.

Dragon Ball Z: The Legendary Saga

Next in line is *Dragon Ball Z* (1989-1996), arguably the most popular and influential part of the
franchise. It picks up where *Dragon Ball* left off but takes a more intense and dramatic approach.
Here, Goku is an adult, and the stakes are higher with intergalactic threats, powerful Saiyan warriors,
and epic battles that have become synonymous with shonen anime.

This series is famous for its extensive sagas, including the Saiyan Saga, Frieza Saga, Cell Saga, and
Buu Saga. It introduces transformations like Super Saiyan and expands the Dragon Ball universe



significantly. Watching *Dragon Ball Z* after the original ensures you see character development and
plot progression in the intended order.

Dragon Ball GT: The Controversial Sequel

*Dragon Ball GT* (1996-1997) is unique because it was produced without direct involvement from
Akira Toriyama and is considered non-canon by many fans. It takes place after the events of *Dragon
Ball Z* and explores new storylines such as Goku being turned back into a child and traveling through
space to collect Black Star Dragon Balls.

While it offers some interesting ideas and character moments, many viewers find *GT* inconsistent in
tone and quality compared to its predecessors. Nevertheless, if you want the full experience and see
the franchise’s evolution, watching *GT* after *Dragon Ball Z* is the way to go.

Dragon Ball Super: The Modern Revival

After a long hiatus, *Dragon Ball Super* (2015-2018) revived the franchise by continuing the story
right after *Dragon Ball Z*'s Majin Buu saga, effectively ignoring *GT*. It brings fresh story arcs such
as the Battle of Gods, Resurrection ‘F’, Universe Survival, and the Tournament of Power.

*Dragon Ball Super* is praised for its updated animation, new characters like Beerus and Jiren, and
expanded lore involving multiverse concepts. It also reintroduces fans to the thrill of intense battles
and character growth, maintaining the spirit of *Dragon Ball Z* while adding modern storytelling
elements.

Movies and Specials: Where Do They Fit?

The Dragon Ball franchise includes numerous movies and specials that either retell parts of the story
or introduce new characters. Knowing where these fit in the dragon ball series in order can enhance
your viewing experience.

Dragon Ball Movies

Most *Dragon Ball* movies are standalone or loosely connected to the main timeline. For instance,
early Dragon Ball movies feature Goku’s adventures during the original series. These are fun additions
but not essential for understanding the plot.

Dragon Ball Z Movies

Several *Dragon Ball Z* movies, like *Dead Zone*, *The World's Strongest*, and *Cooler’'s Revenge*,
are set in alternate timelines or non-canonical stories. However, movies like *Battle of Gods* and



*Resurrection ‘F'* were later adapted into the *Dragon Ball Super* series, making them significant if
you prefer watching the movies first.

Special Episodes and OVAs

There are also TV specials like *Bardock: The Father of Goku* and *The History of Trunks* which
provide deeper backstory to key characters. These specials fit best after *Dragon Ball Z* and before
*Dragon Ball Super* to understand character motivations and universe history better.

Tips for Watching the Dragon Ball Series in Order

If you're planning to binge the entire Dragon Ball series, here are some helpful tips to enhance your
experience:

e Start with the original *Dragon Ball*: It may feel slow compared to later series, but it’s vital
to grasp the characters and world-building.

e Watch *Dragon Ball Z* next: This is where the series becomes more action-packed and
introduces many iconic moments.

e Consider skipping *Dragon Ball GT*: If you prefer sticking to canon material, you can skip
*GT*, but it's worth a watch if you're curious about the franchise’s full history.

* Follow up with *Dragon Ball Super*: |t continues the story and introduces new, exciting arcs
and characters.

* Incorporate movies and specials strategically: Watch the specials after *Dragon Ball Z*
and movies like *Battle of Gods* before starting *Super* for better context.

The Impact of Watching Dragon Ball Series in Order

Experiencing the dragon ball series in order allows you to appreciate the growth of characters like
Goku, Vegeta, and Piccolo, and understand the evolution of storytelling and animation quality. This
progression also highlights how themes of friendship, perseverance, and self-improvement are woven
throughout the saga.

Moreover, watching the series chronologically helps avoid confusion caused by flashbacks, time skips,
and non-canonical content. It's like embarking on an epic adventure alongside the characters,
witnessing their trials, triumphs, and transformations firsthand.



Why Chronology Matters for New Fans

For newcomers, starting with *Dragon Ball* might seem daunting due to its length and pacing.
However, jumping straight into *Dragon Ball Z* or *Super* can cause you to miss important character
motivations and plot setups. The gradual buildup from a young Goku’s innocence to his legendary
status as a warrior adds emotional depth to the battles and arcs.

Appreciating the Franchise’s Legacy

The dragon ball series in order isn’t just about viewing episodes sequentially; it’s about understanding
the cultural phenomenon that Dragon Ball represents. It influenced countless other anime, introduced
groundbreaking fight choreography, and created a fan community that spans generations worldwide.

By following the recommended viewing order, you’ll gain insight into how the franchise grew, how its
storytelling techniques evolved, and why it remains beloved decades after its debut.

Whether you choose to watch the Dragon Ball series in order as a marathon or savor it over time, the
adventure of Goku and his friends is a timeless tale of heroism, friendship, and endless determination.
Enjoy diving into one of anime’s most iconic sagas and discovering why Dragon Ball continues to
captivate hearts around the globe.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the correct chronological order to watch the Dragon
Ball series?

The correct chronological order to watch the Dragon Ball series is: 1) Dragon Ball, 2) Dragon Ball Z, 3)
Dragon Ball GT (optional/non-canon), 4) Dragon Ball Super, and then the movies related to these
series.

Is Dragon Ball GT considered canon in the Dragon Ball series
order?

Dragon Ball GT is not considered canon in the official Dragon Ball storyline. It was produced without
the direct involvement of the original creator, Akira Toriyama, and is generally viewed as an alternate
sequel to Dragon Ball Z.

Where does Dragon Ball Super fit in the Dragon Ball series
timeline?

Dragon Ball Super takes place after the events of Dragon Ball Z, specifically following the defeat of
Majin Buu, and before the ending of Dragon Ball Z's final episode. It continues the story with new



adventures and tournaments.

Should | watch the Dragon Ball movies in order with the
series?

The Dragon Ball movies are mostly standalone stories and do not fit directly into the main series
timeline. Some movies are non-canon, so it's recommended to watch the main series first, then enjoy
the movies separately.

What are the main differences between Dragon Ball and
Dragon Ball Z in the series order?

Dragon Ball focuses on Goku's childhood and early adventures, while Dragon Ball Z follows his adult
life and battles against powerful foes. DBZ introduces more intense fights, transformations like Super
Saiyan, and a darker storyline.

Are there any recommended viewing orders besides the
chronological order for Dragon Ball?

Some fans prefer to watch the series in release order: Dragon Ball, Dragon Ball Z, Dragon Ball GT
(optional), and then Dragon Ball Super. Others may watch Dragon Ball and Dragon Ball Z together
then jump to Dragon Ball Super, skipping GT due to non-canon status.

How does Dragon Ball Super: Broly fit into the Dragon Ball
series order?

Dragon Ball Super: Broly is a movie that takes place during the Dragon Ball Super timeline. It
reintroduces the character Broly into the official canon and is best watched after completing Dragon
Ball Super series episodes.

Additional Resources

Dragon Ball Series in Order: A Definitive Guide for Fans and Newcomers

dragon ball series in order is a common query among enthusiasts and newcomers alike, given the
franchise’s sprawling timeline and multiple adaptations. Since its inception as a manga in the
mid-1980s by Akira Toriyama, the Dragon Ball franchise has expanded into numerous anime series,
movies, and spin-offs, making it essential to understand the chronological order to fully appreciate its
narrative and character development. This article investigates the Dragon Ball series in order,
providing a comprehensive overview that balances chronological sequence with viewing
recommendations to enhance the overall experience.

Understanding the Dragon Ball Series Timeline



The Dragon Ball franchise is unique in its layered storytelling and the evolution of its animation styles
and themes. The series can be broadly categorized into several main anime series, each covering
different arcs and stages of the protagonist Goku's journey. For viewers seeking clarity, watching the
Dragon Ball series in order is key to following the complex plotlines, character growth, and the
franchise’s thematic shifts.

The Original Dragon Ball Series

The journey begins with the original "Dragon Ball," which aired from 1986 to 1989. This series adapts
the early chapters of the manga and follows a young Goku as he embarks on adventures to find the
mystical Dragon Balls. The tone is light-hearted, mixing martial arts tournaments, comedy, and
fantasy elements. It lays the foundation for the entire franchise, introducing crucial characters such as
Bulma, Master Roshi, and the early antagonists like Emperor Pilaf.

Watching this first is essential for context, as it establishes the core lore and characters whose
motivations drive subsequent series.

Dragon Ball Z: The Pinnacle of Popularity

Following the original, "Dragon Ball Z" (1989-1996) significantly shifts the tone to a more action-
oriented and intense narrative. This series adapts the latter parts of the manga and is arguably the
most internationally recognized segment of the franchise. Dragon Ball Z covers iconic sagas including
the Saiyan invasion, Frieza’s tyranny, the Cell Games, and the Majin Buu saga.

The series is notable for its extended fight sequences, power-ups like Super Saiyan transformations,
and an expanded cast of characters. For many viewers, Dragon Ball Z represents the epitome of
shonen anime and has shaped popular culture worldwide.

In terms of viewing, Dragon Ball Z is best appreciated after the original Dragon Ball to maintain
narrative coherence and character continuity.

Dragon Ball GT: An Original Anime Continuation

"Dragon Ball GT" (1996-1997) is a non-canonical sequel to Dragon Ball Z, created without direct
manga source material. While it continues Goku'’s story, it adopts a different approach, featuring new
transformations like Super Saiyan 4 and exploring space adventures.

GT is often divisive among fans and critics due to its deviation from Toriyama'’s original vision and a
perceived drop in storytelling quality. However, it offers some unique arcs and character moments
worth noting for dedicated viewers.

When considering the Dragon Ball series in order, GT is typically viewed after Dragon Ball Z, but its
canonical ambiguity means it can be optional depending on viewer preference.



Dragon Ball Super: Revitalizing the Franchise

After a long hiatus, "Dragon Ball Super" (2015-2018) revitalized the franchise by continuing directly
after the events of Dragon Ball Z, explicitly disregarding GT. It reintroduces Akira Toriyama’s
involvement as a creative supervisor and expands the universe with new gods, multiverse
tournaments, and unprecedented power levels.

Dragon Ball Super is praised for its fresh story arcs such as the Battle of Gods, Resurrection ‘F’,
Universe Survival Saga, and the introduction of characters like Beerus, Whis, and Jiren. It blends epic
battles with humor and character development, appealing to both nostalgic fans and new audiences.

For anyone looking to watch the Dragon Ball series in order, Dragon Ball Super naturally follows
Dragon Ball Z.

Additional Content and Spin-offs

Beyond the main series, the franchise includes movies, specials, and spin-offs that enrich the Dragon
Ball universe. While not always essential to the core story, these productions offer expanded lore,
alternative scenarios, and fan service.

Movies and Specials

Many Dragon Ball movies are standalone stories or adaptations of arcs with alternate continuities.
Notable entries include "Dragon Ball Z: Battle of Gods" and "Dragon Ball Z: Resurrection ‘F’," which
were later adapted into Dragon Ball Super arcs.

Other films like "Dragon Ball Z: Broly - The Legendary Super Saiyan" have become cult favorites,

introducing new characters and power dynamics. These movies often feature high-quality animation
and intense battles but are best enjoyed after familiarizing oneself with the series in order.

Spin-offs and Alternative Series

The franchise also includes spin-offs such as "Dragon Ball Heroes," a promotional anime based on a
popular arcade game, and "Super Dragon Ball Heroes," which explores non-canonical, experimental
storylines with fan-favorite characters.

These are generally targeted at established fans seeking extra content and are not necessary for
understanding the main narrative.

Dragon Ball Series in Order: Recommended Viewing



Sequence

For newcomers aiming to experience the franchise in the most coherent and engaging way, the
following order is advisable:

1. Dragon Ball (1986-1989) - The origin story of Goku and foundational world-building.
2. Dragon Ball Z (1989-1996) - The expansion into high-stakes battles and character arcs.

3. Dragon Ball Super (2015-2018) - The official continuation with modern animation and new
storylines.

4. Dragon Ball GT (1996-1997) - Optional, non-canonical sequel with unique adventures.

5. Dragon Ball Movies - Best watched after the corresponding series arcs for context.

This sequence respects narrative continuity and works well for both first-time viewers and returning
fans seeking a refresher.

Impact and Legacy of the Dragon Ball Series Order

The Dragon Ball series in order not only serves as a viewing guide but also highlights the franchise’s
evolution over decades. The transition from the playful tone of the original Dragon Ball to the intense
battles of Dragon Ball Z, then the expansive mythology of Dragon Ball Super, showcases how
storytelling and animation techniques adapted to audience tastes and industry trends.

Each installment brings distinct strengths and challenges — from the groundbreaking introduction of
power scaling to occasional pacing issues in Dragon Ball Z, or the mixed reception of Dragon Ball GT's
narrative choices. Understanding this progression helps viewers appreciate the series both as
entertainment and as a cultural phenomenon.

Moreover, the franchise’s global influence is evident in its impact on other media, merchandise, and
fan communities. Watching the Dragon Ball series in order enhances appreciation for this legacy and
the creative efforts behind it.

By following the recommended order, viewers gain a clearer perspective on character arcs, thematic
development, and the franchise’s contributions to the anime genre. Whether the focus is nostalgia,
analysis, or casual enjoyment, the structured approach to the Dragon Ball series enriches the overall
experience.
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