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Chicago Cubs Playoff History: A Journey Through Triumphs and Trials

chicago cubs playoff history is a captivating tale of perseverance, heartbreak, and ultimately,
redemption. As one of Major League Baseball’s most storied franchises, the Cubs have experienced
some of the most dramatic moments in postseason baseball. From their early successes in the early
20th century to the long drought that tested the loyalty of their fans, and finally to their historic
World Series win in 2016, the Cubs’ playoff journey offers rich insights into the passion and
unpredictability of baseball.

The Early Years: Establishing a Legacy

The Chicago Cubs’ playoff history begins in the early 1900s, during a period when they were
considered one of the dominant forces in baseball. The franchise, founded in 1876, quickly rose to
prominence in the National League. Their early playoff appearances established the Cubs as a
powerhouse and set the tone for future expectations.

1907 and 1908: Back-to-Back World Series Champions

The pinnacle of the Cubs’ early playoff success came in the 1907 and 1908 seasons. During these
years, the Cubs won back-to-back World Series titles, a feat that solidified their place in baseball
history. The 1907 victory was notable for the dominance of their pitching staff, which included stars
like Mordecai “Three Finger” Brown. The following year, they repeated as champions, defeating the
Detroit Tigers in what would be their last World Series win for over a century.

Postseason Format in the Early 20th Century

It’s important to understand that the playoff format during the Cubs’ early successes was quite
different from today’s expansive postseason. Prior to 1969, the team with the best record in each
league advanced directly to the World Series, meaning playoff appearances were limited but
intensely competitive. The Cubs’ ability to win the National League pennant during this era was a
testament to their overall consistency and strength during the regular season.

The Long Drought: A Century of Playoff Challenges

Following the triumphs of the early 1900s, the Chicago Cubs entered a prolonged period without
postseason glory. This era, often referred to as the "Curse of the Billy Goat," became a defining
narrative in the Cubs’ playoff history, marked by frustration and near-misses for fans and players
alike.



The Curse of the Billy Goat

The legend of the curse began during the 1945 World Series when Billy Goat Tavern owner William
Sianis allegedly cursed the team after being asked to leave Wrigley Field due to his pet goat’s odor.
Although a superstition, the curse symbolized the Cubs’ struggles in the postseason. Despite several
playoff appearances, including trips to the World Series in 1945, 1969, and 1984, the Cubs failed to
clinch the title, deepening the lore surrounding their playoff misfortunes.

1969 and 1984: Heartbreaking Near Misses

In 1969, the Cubs led the National League East division for much of the season but ultimately lost
the division title to the New York Mets, who went on to win the World Series. Similarly, in 1984, the
Cubs made the playoffs as National League East champions but were swept by the San Diego Padres
in the National League Championship Series. These moments underscored the Cubs’ ongoing
struggles to convert regular-season success into postseason triumphs.

Wild Card and Division Series Appearances

With the introduction of the Wild Card and expanded playoff format in the 1990s, the Cubs found
new opportunities to reach the postseason. However, their playoff history in this era was marked by
frequent early exits. The 1998 and 2003 Wild Card appearances ended in disappointment, with the
2003 season particularly painful due to the infamous "Steve Bartman incident" in the National
League Championship Series, where fan interference seemingly contributed to the Cubs’ collapse
against the Florida Marlins.

The 2016 Breakthrough: Ending the Drought

The most defining chapter in chicago cubs playoff history is undoubtedly the 2016 season, when the
Cubs finally broke their 108-year World Series championship drought in spectacular fashion.

A Season of Promise and Potential

Led by a talented roster featuring stars like Kris Bryant, Anthony Rizzo, and the dynamic pitching
duo of Jake Arrieta and Jon Lester, the Cubs dominated the National League during the regular
season. They finished with the best record in baseball, signaling they were poised for a deep playoff
run.

Overcoming Adversity in the Postseason

The 2016 postseason was a rollercoaster. The Cubs battled through the National League Division



Series against the Giants, then faced the Dodgers in a hard-fought NLCS victory. The World Series
against the Cleveland Indians became an instant classic, stretching to a dramatic seven games.

The Historic World Series Win

The Cubs’ victory in the 2016 World Series was more than just a championship—it was a cultural
moment that resonated beyond baseball. The Cubs won Game 7 in extra innings, overcoming a late-
game Indians rally to clinch the title. This win not only ended the longest championship drought in
professional sports but also reignited the passion and pride of Cubs fans worldwide.

Post-2016: Continuing the Quest for Playoff Success

Since the historic 2016 victory, the Cubs have remained competitive, frequently reaching the
postseason but facing new challenges as the team evolves.

Recent Playoff Appearances and Team Transition

The years following 2016 saw the Cubs make several playoff appearances, including Wild Card
games and Division Series contests. However, changes in the roster and the natural cycle of team
rebuilding have made sustained postseason success more elusive. The Cubs’ playoff history
continues to be written, with hopes high among fans that the team can return to championship form
in the near future.

What Fans Can Learn from the Cubs’ Playoff Journey

The Cubs’ playoff history teaches valuable lessons about persistence, fan loyalty, and the
unpredictable nature of sports. For anyone passionate about baseball, the story of the Cubs is a
reminder that success often comes after years of setbacks, and that the thrill of the postseason is as
much about the journey as it is about the destination.

Looking Ahead: The Future of Cubs Postseason
Aspirations

As the Chicago Cubs build toward the future, their playoff history serves as both inspiration and
motivation. The franchise’s rich postseason legacy, marked by dramatic highs and crushing lows,
continues to shape the identity of the team and its fanbase.

Whether through developing young talent, strategic acquisitions, or embracing advanced analytics,
the Cubs are focused on returning to the postseason and contending for championships. The lessons
learned from their playoff past help guide the organization as it strives to create new moments of



glory that will add to their already compelling playoff story.

The Chicago Cubs’ playoff history is a tapestry woven with unforgettable moments, legendary
players, and passionate fans. It exemplifies the enduring spirit of baseball and serves as a testament
to the power of hope and determination in sports.

Frequently Asked Questions

When did the Chicago Cubs last win the World Series?
The Chicago Cubs last won the World Series in 2016, ending a 108-year championship drought.

How many times have the Chicago Cubs appeared in the MLB
playoffs?
As of 2024, the Chicago Cubs have appeared in the MLB playoffs 15 times in their history.

What was significant about the Cubs' 2016 playoff run?
The 2016 playoff run was significant because the Cubs won the World Series for the first time since
1908, breaking the longest championship drought in professional sports.

Who was the manager of the Chicago Cubs during their 2016
World Series win?
Joe Maddon was the manager of the Chicago Cubs during their 2016 World Series championship
season.

Have the Chicago Cubs ever made it to the World Series before
2016?
Yes, the Chicago Cubs made it to the World Series multiple times before 2016, including
appearances in 1906, 1907, 1908, 1910, and 1945, but they lost each of those series.

What is the Chicago Cubs' overall playoff record?
The Chicago Cubs have an overall playoff record of approximately 37 wins and 42 losses, reflecting
the challenges they faced before their 2016 title.

Which Chicago Cubs player was MVP of the 2016 World
Series?
Ben Zobrist was named the Most Valuable Player (MVP) of the 2016 World Series for the Chicago
Cubs.



Additional Resources
Chicago Cubs Playoff History: A Journey Through Triumphs and Tribulations

chicago cubs playoff history is a narrative marked by enduring passion, historic droughts, and
moments of exhilarating success that have captivated baseball fans for over a century. As one of
Major League Baseball’s oldest franchises, the Cubs have experienced a rollercoaster of postseason
fortunes, shaping a legacy that intertwines heartbreak with ultimate redemption. This article
explores the comprehensive trajectory of the Cubs’ playoff appearances, their impact on the
franchise's identity, and the broader context of their role in MLB postseason lore.

Early Years and Initial Postseason Appearances

The Chicago Cubs’ playoff history began in the early 20th century, during an era when the structure
of Major League Baseball’s postseason was vastly different from today. Prior to the introduction of
divisional play and expanded playoffs, the Cubs’ path to postseason was primarily through winning
the National League pennant.

The Golden Era: 1907 and 1908 World Series Championships

The Cubs’ first taste of postseason success came in the early 1900s, a period often referred to as the
franchise’s "golden era." In 1907 and 1908, the Cubs clinched back-to-back World Series titles,
defeating the Detroit Tigers both years. These consecutive championships solidified the Cubs as a
dominant force in baseball and established a benchmark for excellence that the franchise would
struggle to replicate for decades.

- 1907 World Series: Cubs defeated the Detroit Tigers 4-0-1.
- 1908 World Series: Cubs again topped the Detroit Tigers 4-1.

The 1908 championship holds particular historical significance as it marked the franchise's last
World Series victory for over a century, a fact that would define much of the narrative around the
Cubs’ playoff history.

The Long Drought: Decades of Postseason Absence and
Near Misses

Following the early successes, the Chicago Cubs entered a prolonged period characterized by
postseason absences and frustration. For much of the 20th century, the Cubs were unable to break
through the increasingly competitive National League, often falling short in crucial moments.

Mid-20th Century Struggles



Despite some competitive teams in the 1930s and 1940s, the Cubs failed to secure a playoff berth in
the era before the introduction of divisional play in 1969. The team’s inability to reach the World
Series or even the newly formed League Championship Series during much of the mid-century
contributed to a growing sense of frustration among fans and analysts alike.

Examination of Postseason Format Changes and Impact

The postseason landscape shifted significantly with the introduction of divisional play in 1969 and
the subsequent addition of the Wild Card in 1994. These changes created more opportunities for
teams like the Cubs to qualify for the playoffs. However, for the Cubs, the postseason remained
elusive for decades.

- From 1969 through the early 2000s, the Cubs either failed to win the division or secure a Wild Card
spot.
- The franchise’s playoff drought became one of the longest in professional sports, contributing to
the "Lovable Losers" narrative.

Modern Era Resurgence and Playoff Breakthroughs

The 21st century ushered in a new chapter for the Cubs, marked by significant organizational
changes, player development, and renewed playoff competitiveness. The franchise’s playoff history
during this era reflects a transition from perennial underdog to a legitimate championship
contender.

First Playoff Appearance in Over 70 Years: 1984 NLCS

Although the Cubs reached the National League Championship Series (NLCS) in 1984, this marked
their first postseason appearance since 1945. The 1984 playoff run reignited hope among fans but
ultimately ended in a defeat to the San Diego Padres.

2003: The Infamous NLCS Collapse

One of the most memorable moments in Chicago Cubs playoff history came in 2003. The Cubs
reached the NLCS and were moments away from advancing to the World Series. However, a series
of errors and a dramatic comeback by the Florida Marlins in Game 6—often referred to as the
"Bartman incident"—resulted in a heartbreaking loss.

- This event became emblematic of the Cubs’ playoff misfortunes.
- It intensified media scrutiny and fan anxiety around postseason outcomes.



Historic 2016 World Series Victory: Ending the Curse

The pinnacle of the Chicago Cubs playoff history undoubtedly occurred in 2016 when the franchise
won its first World Series championship in 108 years. This victory not only ended the longest
championship drought in North American professional sports history but also transformed the Cubs’
legacy.

The 2016 Postseason Journey

During the 2016 playoffs, the Cubs demonstrated resilience and skill across multiple series:

NLDS: Defeated the San Francisco Giants in five games.1.

NLCS: Overcame the Los Angeles Dodgers in six games.2.

World Series: Triumphed over the Cleveland Indians in a thrilling seven-game series.3.

The World Series itself was marked by high drama, including a rain delay and extra innings in Game
7, underscoring the intense competition and emotional weight of the victory.

Key Factors Behind the 2016 Success

Several elements contributed to the Cubs’ ultimate playoff success:

Strong roster: A balanced mix of veteran leadership and young talent, including stars like
Kris Bryant, Anthony Rizzo, and Javier Báez.

Effective management: Joe Maddon’s strategic approach and leadership were critical in
navigating postseason pressures.

Pitching depth: The rotation and bullpen performed consistently, with notable contributions
from Jake Arrieta and Aroldis Chapman.

Post-2016 Playoff Appearances and Ongoing Challenges

Since their historic 2016 triumph, the Chicago Cubs have continued to pursue postseason success,
though the path has been mixed. The franchise has demonstrated competitive resilience but has also
faced challenges in replicating the consistency required for deep playoff runs.



Playoff Appearances: 2017-2020

- The Cubs qualified for the playoffs in 2017 and 2018 but fell short of returning to the World Series.
- In 2020, during a shortened season, the Cubs made a Wild Card appearance but were eliminated
early.

Analyzing Post-2016 Performance Trends

Several factors have influenced the Cubs’ recent playoff outcomes:

Roster turnover: Trades and free agency departures have altered team chemistry and depth.

Injuries: Key player injuries have impacted performance during critical stretches.

Increased competition: The National League Central division has grown more competitive,
complicating playoff qualification.

Chicago Cubs Playoff History in Context

When examining the Chicago Cubs playoff history within the broader MLB landscape, their story is
unique yet resonates with themes common to many franchises—periods of dominance, extended
droughts, near misses, and ultimate redemption.

Comparison With Other Historic Franchises

- The Cubs’ 108-year World Series championship drought was one of the longest in professional
sports history, surpassed only by a few teams like the Cleveland Indians (now Guardians) before
their more recent success.
- Their ability to break the "curse" and secure a championship has become a case study in
organizational rebuilding and fan loyalty.

Impact on Fan Base and Cultural Significance

The Cubs’ playoff history has forged a deeply passionate and patient fan base, often characterized by
unwavering support despite decades of disappointment. The franchise's postseason narrative has
transcended sport, influencing popular culture and contributing to Chicago’s identity as a baseball
city.



Looking Ahead: The Future of Cubs Postseason
Prospects

As the Chicago Cubs continue to develop talent and refine their strategies, the future of their playoff
history remains an evolving story. The franchise aims to leverage lessons from both past triumphs
and setbacks to build sustained postseason competitiveness.

Key areas of focus include:

Youth development: Investing in minor league prospects to create a pipeline of talent.

Strategic acquisitions: Balancing veteran presence with emerging stars.

Adaptation to analytics: Embracing modern baseball analytics to gain competitive
advantages in playoff scenarios.

The Chicago Cubs playoff history is a testament to resilience, transformation, and the enduring
allure of baseball. From their early 20th-century dominance to the dramatic 2016 breakthrough, the
Cubs’ journey encapsulates the highs and lows that define the sport’s most compelling narratives.
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