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Takin It to the Streets Chords: A Guide to Playing the Classic Hit

takin it to the streets chords are a favorite among musicians and music lovers alike, especially
those who appreciate the soulful blend of rock, R&B, and funk. Originally performed by The Doobie
Brothers, this timeless track has captivated audiences since its release in the 1970s. Whether you're
a beginner looking to learn your first few songs or an experienced guitarist aiming to add a staple
tune to your repertoire, understanding the chords and structure of "Takin' It to the Streets" will
undoubtedly enrich your playing experience.

In this article, we’ll explore the essential takin it to the streets chords, break down the song’s
progression, and offer tips to master its groove and feel. Along the way, we’ll touch upon related
guitar techniques, chord variations, and helpful practice advice to get you sounding just like the
original or even adding your own flair.

Understanding the Basics of Takin It to the Streets
Chords

Before diving into the chord shapes themselves, it’s important to get a sense of the song’s overall
mood and rhythm. "Takin' It to the Streets" is known for its smooth, funky vibe, driven by steady
grooves and soulful vocals. The chord progression is relatively straightforward but offers room for
expressive strumming and subtle rhythmic nuances.

The song is typically played in the key of D minor, which gives it that moody, soulful edge. Here’s an
overview of the primary chords you’ll encounter:

- Dm7 (D minor 7)
- G7 (G dominant 7)
- Cmaj7 (C major 7)
- Fmaj7 (F major 7)
- Bbmaj7 (B flat major 7)
- A7 (A dominant 7)

These chords combine to create a jazzy and groovy foundation that perfectly complements the song’s
lyrical themes.

How to Play the Key Chords

To play these chords smoothly, here are some tips on finger placement and voicing:

- **Dm7**: Place your index finger across the first fret of the high E and B strings (barre), middle
finger on the second fret of the G string, and ring finger on the first fret of the B string. This voicing
gives you that warm minor 7 sound.
- **G7**: Form a classic G7 by placing your middle finger on the third fret of the low E string, index



finger on the first fret of the high E string, and ring finger on the second fret of the A string.
- **Cmaj7**: Play this chord by positioning your ring finger on the third fret of the A string, middle
finger on the second fret of the D string, and index finger on the first fret of the B string.
- **Fmaj7**: For a smooth major 7 sound, barre the first fret from D to high E strings and place your
middle finger on the second fret of the G string.
- **Bbmaj7**: This chord can be a bit tricky at first. Barre the first fret from the A to high E strings,
put your middle finger on the second fret of the D string, and ring finger on the third fret of the G
string.
- **A7**: Simply place your index finger on the second fret of the D string and your middle finger on
the second fret of the B string for this dominant 7 chord.

Taking time to practice these chord shapes individually will make transitioning between them during
the song much easier.

Chord Progression and Song Structure

The beauty of "Takin' It to the Streets" lies in its catchy chord progression and the way it supports
the melody. The song’s main verse revolves around a cyclical progression that repeats throughout,
creating a hypnotic groove.

A typical progression for the verse is:

Dm7 – G7 – Cmaj7 – Fmaj7
Bbmaj7 – A7 – Dm7 – G7

This progression uses a mix of minor and major 7 chords, which add richness and depth. The
dominant 7 chords (G7 and A7) introduce tension and resolution, keeping the listener engaged.

Playing with Rhythm and Groove

While the chords themselves are important, the rhythmic feel is what truly brings "Takin' It to the
Streets" to life. The song’s groove is a funky, syncopated rhythm that challenges players to maintain
a steady pulse while incorporating subtle accents.

Here are some tips to capture the groove:

- **Use muting**: Lightly rest your palm on the strings near the bridge to create a muted, percussive
effect during strumming.
- **Incorporate ghost notes**: These are soft strums or taps on the strings that add a rhythmic
texture without sounding like full chords.
- **Emphasize off-beats**: Focus on strumming or plucking slightly behind the beat to give the song
a laid-back, soulful feel.
- **Practice with a metronome**: Keeping a consistent tempo is essential for maintaining the groove.



Advanced Chord Variations and Embellishments

Once you’re comfortable with the basic chords, you can start incorporating more advanced voicings
and embellishments to make your rendition stand out.

Adding Color with Extensions

Try adding ninths, elevenths, or thirteenths to the chords for a jazzier feel. For example:

- **Dm9**: Add the 9th (E) on top of the Dm7 chord.
- **G13**: Incorporate the 13th (E) into the G7 chord shape.

These subtle changes add complexity and sophistication without overwhelming the song’s simplicity.

Using Hammer-Ons and Pull-Offs

Incorporate hammer-ons and pull-offs within the chord shapes to add fluidity. For example, when
playing the Dm7, you can hammer-on from the open string on the B to the first fret, creating a
melodic embellishment that complements the rhythm.

Tips for Practicing Takin It to the Streets Chords

Learning to play "Takin' It to the Streets" can be rewarding, but like any song, it requires patience
and consistent practice. Here are some practical tips to help you along:

- **Break it down**: Practice sections of the song separately—start with just the verse progression
before moving on to the chorus.
- **Focus on chord changes**: Work on switching between chords smoothly and cleanly to maintain
the groove.
- **Listen to the original track**: Familiarize yourself with the song’s feel and phrasing by listening
closely to The Doobie Brothers’ recording.
- **Use a backing track**: Playing along with a backing track can help you internalize the rhythm
and timing.
- **Record yourself**: Recording your practice sessions allows you to identify areas for improvement.

Common Challenges and How to Overcome Them

One of the most common difficulties players face with takin it to the streets chords is mastering the
groove without sounding stiff. To overcome this:

- Practice strumming patterns slowly, gradually increasing speed.
- Experiment with dynamics—vary the intensity of your strums.



- Watch live performances or tutorials to observe how other guitarists capture the feel.

Exploring Related Songs and Styles

If you enjoy learning "Takin' It to the Streets," you might also appreciate other songs that use similar
chord techniques and grooves. Exploring genres like funk, soul, and jazz can help you broaden your
skills.

Some related songs to check out include:

- "What a Fool Believes" by The Doobie Brothers
- "Use Me" by Bill Withers
- "Superstition" by Stevie Wonder

These tracks share the blend of soulful chords and rhythmic complexity that make "Takin' It to the
Streets" so compelling.

Diving into these songs will expose you to new chord voicings, syncopated rhythms, and expressive
playing styles that can enhance your overall musicianship.

---

Mastering the takin it to the streets chords opens up a world of musical expression rooted in funk,
soul, and rock traditions. Whether you’re strumming around a campfire or jamming with friends, this
classic tune offers a perfect balance of challenge and enjoyment. With practice, attention to groove,
and a bit of creativity, you’ll be able to bring this iconic song to life on your guitar in no time.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the basic chords for 'Takin' It to the Streets' by The
Doobie Brothers?
The basic chords for 'Takin' It to the Streets' are primarily A minor (Am), D major (D), G major (G),
and C major (C).

What chord progression is used in the chorus of 'Takin' It to
the Streets'?
The chorus typically follows a progression of Am - D - G - C, creating the soulful groove
characteristic of the song.

Are there any barre chords used in 'Takin' It to the Streets'?
Yes, some versions of the song use barre chords such as F major and B minor to capture the original
sound more accurately.



Can beginners play 'Takin' It to the Streets' on guitar?
Yes, beginners can play 'Takin' It to the Streets' using basic open chords like Am, D, G, and C,
making it a great song to practice chord transitions.

What tuning is recommended for playing 'Takin' It to the
Streets'?
Standard tuning (E A D G B e) is recommended for playing 'Takin' It to the Streets' as it matches the
original recording.

Is there a capo needed to play 'Takin' It to the Streets' in the
original key?
No capo is needed; the song is played in the key of A minor without a capo.

Where can I find accurate chord charts for 'Takin' It to the
Streets'?
Accurate chord charts for 'Takin' It to the Streets' can be found on music websites like Ultimate
Guitar, Songsterr, and official The Doobie Brothers songbooks.

How do the chords of 'Takin' It to the Streets' contribute to its
soulful sound?
The combination of minor and major chords, especially the use of Am and D, along with the rhythmic
strumming pattern, gives 'Takin' It to the Streets' its distinctive soulful and funky vibe.

Additional Resources
Takin It to the Streets Chords: A Detailed Exploration of the Classic Groove

takin it to the streets chords have long been a subject of interest for musicians, guitarists, and
music enthusiasts aiming to capture the soulful essence of this timeless track. Originally performed
by The Doobie Brothers and penned by Michael McDonald, the song’s harmonic structure and chord
progression offer a rich playground for analysis and performance. Understanding these chords not
only helps in replicating the song's signature groove but also provides insight into the sophisticated
blend of rock, soul, and R&B that characterizes the track.

Understanding the Core Progression of "Takin It to the
Streets"

At the heart of "Takin It to the Streets" lies a chord progression that combines simplicity with subtle
complexity. The song primarily revolves around a few key chords that cycle in a manner that



supports Michael McDonald’s distinctive vocal delivery and the band’s rhythmic foundation.

The main progression typically features chords such as Fmaj7, G13, Am7, and Dm7, creating a
smooth, jazzy atmosphere that distinguishes the song from typical rock tracks of its era. The use of
extended chords like G13 introduces a soulful color, which is a hallmark of McDonald’s writing style
and adds depth to the harmonic texture.

Key Chords and Their Roles

Fmaj7: Acts as the tonic chord, establishing a warm and lush tonal center.

G13: Provides a dominant-function chord with added color tones that enrich the harmonic
palette.

Am7: Functions as a minor chord that injects a relaxed, introspective feel.

Dm7: Complements the Am7, reinforcing the minor modal flavor and supporting the soulful
mood.

This interplay of major seventh and dominant thirteenth chords, coupled with minor sevenths,
creates a sophisticated groove that has become a favorite among keyboardists and guitarists looking
to add a touch of elegance to their repertoire.

Analyzing the Song’s Harmonic Structure in Depth

Unlike typical pop or rock songs that rely heavily on straightforward triads, "Takin It to the Streets
chords" demonstrate a more jazz-influenced approach. The harmonic rhythm—how often the chords
change—tends to be moderate, allowing each chord’s color to resonate fully before moving on.

The song can be dissected into a few main sections where the chord progressions subtly vary,
enhancing dynamics and emotional impact. For example, the verses utilize a progression that
revolves around the Fmaj7 and G13 chords, providing a smooth backdrop for the vocal melody. In
contrast, the chorus often introduces Am7 and Dm7 chords, which bring a richer, more textured
sound.

Chord Voicings and Performance Tips

Performing "Takin It to the Streets" authentically requires attention to chord voicings. Simply
strumming basic triads will not capture the song’s signature feel. Instead, players often use open
voicings or barre chords with added extensions:



Fmaj7 Voicing: Often played as a barre chord on the first fret or as an open chord with the
high E string open, emphasizing the major seventh.

G13 Voicing: Typically voiced with the root on the sixth string, incorporating the 13th (E
note) on one of the higher strings to bring out the chord’s jazzy character.

Am7 and Dm7 Voicings: These minor seventh chords are usually played with a relaxed
finger position, allowing the natural minor sound to emerge without harshness.

For keyboard players, this means focusing on smooth transitions between chords and incorporating
subtle rhythmic variations to maintain the groove.

Comparisons with Other Classic Rock Chord
Progressions

When compared to other classic rock staples, "Takin It to the Streets chords" stand out for their
blend of soul, jazz, and rock elements. Many rock songs from the 1970s rely on power chords or
straightforward major and minor triads, but this track’s use of extended chords aligns it more
closely with contemporary R&B and jazz fusion.

For example, while The Eagles’ "Hotel California" uses a relatively complex chord progression, it
leans more towards modal interchange and traditional rock harmony. In contrast, "Takin It to the
Streets" employs chord extensions that give the music a smoother, more polished feel. This makes it
a favorite among musicians who appreciate harmonic sophistication without sacrificing accessibility.

Why These Chords Matter for Modern Players

The enduring popularity of "Takin It to the Streets" among guitarists and keyboardists can be
attributed to its unique chord structure. Players interested in expanding their harmonic vocabulary
often turn to this song for practice because:

It introduces extended chords in a pop/rock context, demonstrating how to blend jazz harmony
into popular music.

The groove demands precise rhythmic control and chord voicing sensitivity, which are valuable
skills for any musician.

The song’s structure encourages improvisation and personal interpretation, making it a
versatile addition to any setlist.

Moreover, learning these chords can improve a player’s understanding of modal interchange and
chord function, essential concepts in advanced music theory.



Finding and Utilizing "Takin It to the Streets" Chords
Online

With the rise of digital platforms, access to accurate chord charts and tabs for "Takin It to the
Streets" has become easier. However, discrepancies often arise due to variations in transcriptions
and the complexity of the original arrangements.

Musicians seeking to master the song should look for sources that provide:

Detailed chord diagrams with multiple voicing options

Backing tracks or play-along versions to practice timing and groove

Video tutorials that explain finger positioning and chord transitions

Carefully curated content from reputable music education websites or official songbooks tends to be
the most reliable. Additionally, forums and musician communities often share insights into nuanced
aspects of the song’s performance.

Challenges and Common Mistakes

Despite its apparent simplicity, "Takin It to the Streets chords" can pose challenges, particularly for
novice players. Common pitfalls include:

Using simplistic chord shapes that fail to capture the song’s jazzy essence

Neglecting the rhythmic feel, which is essential for maintaining the groove

Overcomplicating chord extensions, leading to muddiness in the sound

To avoid these issues, players should focus on clean chord voicings and steady rhythm, emphasizing
the song’s laid-back yet soulful nature.

The Impact of "Takin It to the Streets" on
Contemporary Music

The harmonic language exemplified by the song’s chords has influenced numerous artists and
genres. The blending of rock with R&B and jazz elements paved the way for a more fluid musical
landscape in the late 20th century. The chords’ richness invites reinterpretation and



experimentation, making them a staple reference point for musicians exploring genre fusion.

In educational contexts, the song is often used to teach chord extensions, modal interchange, and
groove-based playing. Its timeless appeal ensures that new generations of musicians continue to
analyze and perform the song, keeping its harmonic legacy alive.

Exploring the chords in "Takin It to the Streets" thus offers more than just a chance to play a classic
tune; it presents an opportunity to engage with a pivotal moment in music history where genres
intersected to create enduring soundscapes.
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