BLACK HISTORY MONTH EVENT IDEAS FOR COLLEGE STUDENTS

BLAack HisTorY MONTH EVENT IDEAS FOR COLLEGE STUDENTS: ENGAGING W AYS TO CELEBRATE CULTURE AND HERITAGE

BLACK HISTORY MONTH EVENT IDEAS FOR COLLEGE STUDENTS CAN SERVE AS A POWERFUL TOOL TO EDUCATE, INSPIRE, AND
BUILD COMMUNITY ON CAMPUS. CELEBRATING BLACK HISTORY MONTH PROVIDES AN OPPORTUNITY TO RECOGNIZE THE
ACHIEVEMENTS AND CONTRIBUTIONS OF BLACK INDIVIDUALS THROUGHOUT HISTORY WHILE FOSTERING CONVERSATIONS ABOUT
IDENTITY, CULTURE, AND SOCIAL JUSTICE. FOR COLLEGE STUDENTS LOOKING TO MAKE THE MOST OF THIS IMPORTANT MONTH,
THERE ARE COUNTLESS CREATIVE AND IMPACTFUL WAYS TO ENGAGE PEERS, PROMOTE AW ARENESS, AND ENJOY MEANINGFUL
EXPERIENCES.

W/HETHER YOU’RE PART OF A STUDENT ORGANIZATION, A CULTURAL GROUP, OR SIMPLY PASSIONATE ABOUT HONORING BLACK
HISTORY, THESE EVENT IDEAS BLEND EDUCATION, ENTERTAINMENT, AND ACTIVISM IN WAYS THAT RESONATE ON A COLLEGE
CAMPUS. LET’S EXPLORE A VARIETY OF ACTIVITIES THAT CAN BRING STUDENTS TOGETHER WHILE HIGHLIGHTING THE RICHNESS OF
BLACK HERITAGE.

INTERACTIVE W ORKSHOPS AND EDUCATIONAL PANELS

ONE OF THE MOST EFFECTIVE WAYS TO DEEPEN UNDERSTANDING DURING BLACK HISTORY MONTH IS THROUGH INTERACTIVE
\WORKSHOPS AND PANEL DISCUSSIONS. THESE FORMATS ENCOURAGE DIALOGUE AND MAKE LEARNING A TWO-WAY STREET,
WHICH IS ESSENTIAL FOR COLLEGE ENVIRONMENTS WHERE DIVERSE PERSPECTIVES THRIVE.

HosT A STORYTELLING \W ORKSHOP

STORYTELLING HAS BEEN A VITAL TRADITION IN BLACK CULTURE, USED TO PRESERVE HISTORY AND SHARE EXPERIENCES ACROSS
GENERATIONS. ORGANIZING A STORYTELLING WORKSHOP ALLOWS STUDENTS TO HEAR PERSONAL NARRATIVES FROM BLACK
COMMUNITY MEMBERS OR ALUMNI. YOU MIGHT INVITE LOCAL AUTHORS, ACTIVISTS, OR PROFESSORS TO SHARE STORIES THAT
HIGHLIGHT THEMES SUCH AS RESILIENCE, IDENTITY, OR SOCIAL JUSTICE. THIS INTIMATE SETTING ENCOURAGES EMPATHY AND
CONNECTION AMONG PARTICIPANTS.

PANEL Discussions FEATURING BLACK LEADERS

BRINGING IN BLACK PROFESSIONALS, ENTREPRENEURS, AND SCHOLARS TO DISCUSS THEIR JOURNEYS CAN BE INCREDIBLY INSPIRING.
PANELS CAN FOCUS ON SPECIFIC TOPICS LIKE BLACK EXCELLENCE IN STEM, THE ARTS, OR ACTIVISM. OFFERING QT A SEGMENTS
AFTERWARD EMPOWERS STUDENTS TO ENGAGE DIRECTLY AND GAIN INSIGHT INTO CAREER PATHS OR SOCIETAL CHALLENGES.
COLLABORATING WITH CAMPUS DEPARTMENTS SUCH AS AFRICANA STUDIES OR BLACK STUDENT UNIONS CAN HELP IDENTIFY
SPEAKERS AND ENSURE THE EVENT IS WELL-ATTENDED.

CreaTIVE ARTS AND CULTURAL CELEBRATIONS

ART AND CULTURE ARE ESSENTIAL AVENUES FOR EXPRESSING IDENTITY AND CELEBRATING HERITAGE. INCORPORATING CREATIVE
ACTIVITIES INTO BLACK HISTORY MONTH EVENTS CAN MAKE THE EXPERIENCE MORE VIBRANT AND INCLUSIVE FOR COLLEGE
STUDENTS.

OpPEN Mic NIGHTS FOR POETRY AND MusiC

AN OPEN MIC NIGHT INVITES STUDENTS TO SHARE THEIR OWN POETRY, SPOKEN WORD, OR MUSICAL PERFORMANCES INSPIRED BY



BLACK HISTORY AND CULTURE. THIS CAN BE A SAFE SPACE FOR EMERGING VOICES AND A WAY TO SHOWCASE THE TALENT
WITHIN YOUR CAMPUS COMMUNITY. TO MAKE IT EVEN MORE IMPACTFUL, CONSIDER INVITING ESTABLISHED BLACK ARTISTS OR
POETS TO PERFORM OR JUDGE, CREATING A BRIDGE BETWEEN STUDENT EXPRESSION AND PROFESSIONAL ARTISTRY.

FILM SCREENINGS AND DISCUSSIONS

FILMS ARE A POWERFUL MEDIUM FOR STORYTELLING AND REFLECTION. ORGANIZING SCREENINGS OF DOCUMENTARIES OR MOVIES
THAT EXPLORE BLACK HISTORY, CIVIL RIGHTS, OR CONTEMPORARY SOCIAL ISSUES CAN SPARK IMPORTANT CONVERSATIONS.
FOLLOW UP THE SCREENING WITH A MODERATED DISCUSSION OR INVITE A GUEST SPEAKER TO PROVIDE CONTEXT. SOME
POPULAR FILMS FOR THESE EVENTS INCLUDE “13TH,” “SELMA,” “| AM NoT YOUR NEGRO,” AND “MOONLIGHT.”

ART ExHIBITS AND GALLERY W ALKS

CURATING AN ART EXHIBIT FEATURING WORKS BY BLACK ARTISTS—WHETHER HISTORICAL OR CONTEMPORARY—CAN OFFER
STUDENTS A VISUAL JOURNEY THROUGH CULTURE AND HISTORY. YOU COULD COLLABORATE WITH LOCAL GALLERIES OR
STUDENT ARTISTS TO DISPLAY PAINTINGS, PHOTOGRAPHS, OR SCULPTURES. HOSTING A GALLERY WALK WITH COMMENTARY OR
ARTIST TALKS ENHANCES THE EDUCATIONAL VALUE AND ENCOURAGES REFLECTION ON THEMES LIKE IDENTITY, STRUGGLE, AND
CELEBRATION.

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT AND SERVICE ACTIVITIES

BEYOND LEARNING AND CELEBRATION, BLACK HISTORY MONTH IS ALSO A TIME TO GIVE BACK AND SUPPORT INITIATIVES THAT
UPLIFT BLACK COMMUNITIES. SERVICE-ORIENTED EVENTS FOSTER SOLIDARITY AND DEMONSTRATE THE ONGOING COMMITMENT TO
EQUITY AND JUSTICE.

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES WITH LOCAL ORGANIZATIONS

PARTNERING WITH COMMUNITY GROUPS THAT FOCUS ON BLACK EMPOWERMENT, EDUCATION, OR SOCIAL SERVICES CREATES
MEANINGFUL CONNECTIONS BETWEEN STUDENTS AND THE WIDER COMMUNITY. THIS COULD INVOLVE TUTORING PROGRAMS, FOOD
DRIVES, OR MENTORSHIP INITIATIVES. PROMOTING THESE VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES DURING BLACK HISTORY MONTH
ENCOURAGES STUDENTS TO TRANSLATE AWARENESS INTO ACTION.

SoclAL JusTice FORUMS AND ADVOCACY TRAINING

ACTIVISM HAS ALWAYS BEEN A CORNERSTONE OF BLACK HISTORY. HOSTING FORUMS THAT FOCUS ON CURRENT SOCIAL JUSTICE
ISSUES—™SUCH AS RACIAL INEQUALITY, POLICE REFORM, OR VOTING RIGHTS—CAN EMPOWER STUDENTS TO BECOME
ADVOCATES. OFFERING WORKSHOPS ON ORGANIZING, ADVOCACY STRATEGIES, AND ALLYSHIP EQUIPS PARTICIPANTS WITH
TOOLS TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE BEYOND THE CAMPUS WALLS.

FUN AND ENGAGING SocIAL EVENTS

W/HILE EDUCATION AND ACTIVISM ARE VITAL, CREATING ENJOYABLE AND INCLUSIVE SOCIAL EVENTS HELPS BUILD COMMUNITY
AND CELEBRATE BLACK CULTURE IN A JOYFUL WAY.



CuLTURAL Foop FesTIVALS

FOOD IS A UNIVERSAL LANGUAGE AND A WONDERFUL WAY TO EXPLORE CULTURE. HOSTING A FOOD FESTIVAL FEATURING
TRADITIONAL AND CONTEMPORARY BLACK CUISINE CAN BE A DELICIOUS WAY TO BRING STUDENTS TOGETHER. INVITE LOCAL
BLACK-OWNED RESTAURANTS OR STUDENT CHEFS TO PARTICIPATE. PAIR THE EVENT WITH LIVE MUSIC OR DANCE PERFORMANCES
TO CREATE A FESTIVE ATMOSPHERE.

DANCE AND FASHION SHOWS

DANCE AND FASHION ARE VIBRANT EXPRESSIONS OF CULTURE AND CREATIVITY. ORGANIZING A SHOWCASE OF TRADITIONAL
AFRICAN DANCES, HIP"HOP, OR MODERN CHOREOGRAPHY CAN ENERGIZE THE CAMPUS. SIMILARLY, A FASHION SHOW HIGHLIGHTING
BLACK DESIGNERS OR STYLES INSPIRED BY AFRICAN HERITAGE ALLOWS STUDENTS TO CELEBRATE IDENTITY THROUGH STYLE AND
MOVEMENT.

GAME NIGHTS AND TRIVIA COMPETITIONS

FOR A MORE RELAXED YET EDUCATIONAL TWIST, CONSIDER HOSTING A TRIVIA NIGHT FOCUSED ON BLAack HISTORY,
ACHIEVEMENTS, AND POP CULTURE. THIS CAN BE A FUN WAY FOR STUDENTS TO LEARN INTERESTING FACTS AND CHALLENGE THEIR
KNOWLEDGE. INCORPORATE TEAM COMPETITIONS AND SMALL PRIZES TO ENCOURAGE PARTICIPATION.

TiPs FOR PLANNING SuccessruL BLACk HiISTOrRY MONTH EVENTS ON
CaMPUS

W/HEN ORGANIZING EVENTS AROUND BLACK HISTORY MONTH, IT’S IMPORTANT TO APPROACH THE PLANNING PROCESS WITH
RESPECT, INTENTIONALITY, AND INCLUSIVITY.

- ¥¥COLLABORATE WITH BLACK STUDENT ORGANIZATIONS: ¥ ¥ THESE GROUPS OFFER VALUABLE PERSPECTIVES AND
CONNECTIONS THAT ENSURE AUTHENTICITY AND RELEVANCE.

- ¥¥PROMOTE INCLUSIVITY:** ENCOURAGE PARTICIPATION FROM ALL STUDENTS WHILE CENTERING BLACK VOICES AND
EXPERIENCES.

- ¥*¥Uske DIvErSe FORMATS: ¥ * COMBINE EDUCATIONAL, CULTURAL, SOCIAL, AND SERVICE-ORIENTED EVENTS TO REACH A
BROAD AUDIENCE.

- **LeverAGE CAMPUS RESOURCES:** \W/ORK WITH FACULTY, CULTURAL CENTERS, AND LOCAL COMMUNITIES TO ACCESS
SPEAKERS, VENUES, AND FUNDING.

- ¥*¥Focus oN ENGAGEMENT:** DESIGN INTERACTIVE ACTIVITIES THAT INVITE DIALOGUE RATHER THAN PASSIVE CONSUMPTION.
- **MARKET CREATIVELY:** UTILIZE SOCIAL MEDIA, CAMPUS NEWSLETTERS, AND FLYERS WITH COMPELLING VISUALS AND
MESSAGES TO GENERATE EXCITEMENT.

CELEBRATING BLACK HISTORY MONTH ON COLLEGE CAMPUSES IS MORE THAN A SERIES OF EVENTS—IT’S AN OPPORTUNITY TO
FOSTER UNDERSTANDING, UPLIFT BLAack VOICES, AND BUILD A CAMPUS CULTURE ROOTED IN RESPECT AND LEARNING. WITH

THOUGHTFUL PLANNING AND A MIX OF EDUCATIONAL, CULTURAL, AND SOCIAL ACTIVITIES, STUDENTS CAN CREATE MEMORABLE
EXPERIENCES THAT HONOR THE PAST AND INSPIRE THE FUTURE.

FREQUENTLY AskeD QUESTIONS

\W/HAT ARE SOME ENGAGING BLACK HISTORY MONTH EVENT IDEAS FOR COLLEGE



STUDENTS?

SOME ENGAGING EVENT IDEAS INCLUDE HOSTING PANEL DISCUSSIONS WITH BLACK LEADERS, ORGANIZING FILM SCREENINGS OF
INFLUENTIAL BLACK FILMMAKERS, HOLDING POETRY SLAMS OR OPEN MIC NIGHTS FEATURING BLack ARTISTS, ARRANGING
CULTURAL FOOD FESTIVALS, AND CONDUCTING WORKSHOPS ON BLACK HISTORY AND SOCIAL JUSTICE.

How CAN COLLEGES INCORPORATE EDUCATIONAL ELEMENTS INTO BLACK HISTORY
MONTH EVENTS?

COLLEGES CAN INCORPORATE EDUCATIONAL ELEMENTS BY INVITING PROFESSORS OR EXPERTS TO GIVE LECTURES, ORGANIZING
HISTORY-THEMED TRIVIA COMPETITIONS, SETTING UP EXHIBITIONS SHOWCASING BLACK INVENTORS AND PIONEERS, AND
PROVIDING RESOURCES FOR STUDENTS TO LEARN ABOUT SIGNIFICANT EVENTS AND FIGURES IN BLACK HISTORY.

\WHAT ARE SOME INTERACTIVE ACTIVITIES FOR BLACK HISTORY MONTH THAT APPEAL
TO COLLEGE STUDENTS?

INTERACTIVE ACTIVITIES CAN INCLUDE DEBATE SESSIONS ON CIVIL RIGHTS TOPICS, COLLABORATIVE ART PROJECTS LIKE MURALS
OR POSTERS, STORYTELLING CIRCLES TO SHARE PERSONAL EXPERIENCES AND HISTORIES, VIRTUAL REALITY EXPERIENCES
EXPLORING AFRICAN AMERICAN HISTORY, AND COMMUNITY SERVICE PROJECTS FOCUSED ON SUPPORTING BLACK COMMUNITIES.

How CAN COLLEGES ENSURE INCLUSIVITY AND RESPECT IN BLACK HISTORY MONTH
EVENTS?

COLLEGES CAN ENSURE INCLUSIVITY BY INVOLVING DIVERSE STUDENT ORGANIZATIONS IN PLANNING, PROMOTING EVENTS WIDELY
TO ALL CAMPUS GROUPS, PROVIDING SAFE SPACES FOR DISCUSSIONS, RESPECTING CULTURAL SENSITIVITIES, AND EMPHASIZING
THE IMPORTANCE OF ALLYSHIP AND UNDERSTANDING THROUGHOUT THE PROGRAMMING.

W/HAT ARE SOME VIRTUAL BLACK HISTORY MONTH EVENT IDEAS SUITABLE FOR
COLLEGE STUDENTS?

VIRTUAL EVENT IDEAS INCLUDE ONLINE PANEL DISCUSSIONS WITH BLACK SCHOLARS AND ACTIVISTS, VIRTUAL FILM FESTIVALS,
LIVE-STREAMED PERFORMANCES OF BLACK MUSIC AND DANCE, INTERACTIVE WEBINARS ON BLACK HISTORY TOPICS, AND SOCIAL
MEDIA CAMPAIGNS HIGHLIGHTING BLACK ACHIEVEMENTS AND STORIES.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

BLAack HisTorY MONTH EVENT IDEAS FOR COLLEGE STUDENTS: ENGAGING AND EDUCATIVE APPROACHES

BLACK HISTORY MONTH EVENT IDEAS FOR COLLEGE STUDENTS ARE ESSENTIAL IN FOSTERING AW ARENESS, APPRECIATION, AND
DIALOGUE AROUND THE RICH CULTURAL HERITAGE AND CONTRIBUTIONS OF BLACK INDIVIDUALS THROUGHOUT HISTORY.
COLLEGES AND UNIVERSITIES PLAY A PIVOTAL ROLE IN SHAPING THE PERSPECTIVES OF YOUNG ADULTS, MAKING THE SELECTION
AND EXECUTION OF IMPACTFUL EVENTS DURING BLACK HISTORY MONTH MORE THAN JUST A FORMALITY—IT BECOMES AN
OPPORTUNITY TO EDUCATE, INSPIRE, AND CHALLENGE PREVAILING NARRATIVES. THIS ARTICLE DELVES INTO A VARIETY OF
INNOVATIVE, MEANINGFUL, AND INCLUSIVE EVENT IDEAS THAT RESONATE WITH COLLEGE DEMOGRAPHICS WHILE HIGHLIGHTING THE
IMPORTANCE OF THOUGHTFUL PROGRAMMING.

UNDERSTANDING THE SIGNIFICANCE OF BLACK HisTOrRY MoONTH oN CAMPUS

BLAck HisTORY MONTH, OBSERVED EVERY FEBRUARY IN THE UNITED STATES AND CANADA, SERVES AS A DEDICATED PERIOD TO
HONOR THE ACHIEVEMENTS AND EXPERIENCES OF BLACK PEOPLE, WHO HAVE HISTORICALLY BEEN MARGINALIZED IN MAINSTREAM
NARRATIVES. FOR COLLEGE CAMPUSES, THIS MONTH PROVIDES A UNIQUE PLATFORM TO ENGAGE STUDENTS NOT ONLY IN



CELEBRATION BUT ALSO IN CRITICAL CONVERSATIONS ABOUT RACE, EQUITY, AND SOCIAL JUSTICE. THE EFFECTIVENESS OF
BLACK HISTORY MONTH EVENT IDEAS FOR COLLEGE STUDENTS DEPENDS LARGELY ON THEIR RELEVANCE, INCLUSIVITY, AND
ABILITY TO PROVOKE BOTH REFLECTION AND ACTION.

EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS THAT PRIORITIZE MEANINGFUL RECOGNITION OFTEN WITNESS HEIGHTENED STUDENT PARTICIPATION
AND A MORE PROFOUND IMPACT ON CAMPUS CULTURE. ACCORDING TO A 202 1 SURVEY BY THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR
Campus AcTivITIES (NACA), EVENTS THAT COMBINED HISTORICAL EDUCATION WITH INTERACTIVE ELEMENTS SAW A 40%
INCREASE IN ENGAGEMENT COMPARED TO PASSIVE PROGRAMMING SUCH AS LECTURES OR FILM SCREENINGS ALONE. THIS DATA
EMPHASIZES THE NEED FOR DYNAMIC EVENT PLANNING THAT BALANCES INFORMATION DISSEMINATION WITH EXPERIENTIAL LEARNING.

INNOVATIVE BLACK HISTORY MONTH EVENT IDEAS FOR COLLEGE STUDENTS

1. INTERACTIVE STORYTELLING AND ORAL HiSTORY PROJECTS

ONE OF THE MOST COMPELLING WAYS TO BRING BLACK HISTORY TO LIFE IS THROUGH STORYTELLING. COLLEGES CAN ORGANIZE
SESSIONS WHERE BLACK ALUMNI, LOCAL COMMUNITY LEADERS, OR PROFESSORS SHARE PERSONAL NARRATIVES OR LESSER-
KNOWN HISTORICAL ACCOUNTS. ORAL HISTORY PROJECTS NOT ONLY PRESERVE VALUABLE STORIES BUT ALSO FOSTER
EMPATHY AND CONNECTION AMONG STUDENTS FROM DIVERSE BACKGROUNDS.

INCORPORATING MULTIMEDIA ELEMENTS LIKE VIDEO RECORDINGS OR LIVE PODCASTS CAN FURTHER ENRICH THESE SESSIONS.
ADDITIONALLY/ STUDENTS CAN BE ENCOURAGED TO PARTICIPATE BY RECORDING THEIR OWN FAMILY HISTORIES OR REFLECTIONS
oN Brack IDENTITY, CREATING A LIVING ARCHIVE THAT EXTENDS BEYOND THE MONTH.

2. ART ExHIBITIONS SHOWCASING BLACK CREATIVITY

ART SERVES AS A POWERFUL MEDIUM FOR CULTURAL EXPRESSION AND SOCIAL COMMENTARY. HOSTING EXHIBITIONS THAT
FEATURE WORKS BY BLACK ARTISTS—WHETHER VISUAL ART, PHOTOGRAPHY, SCULPTURE, OR DIGITAL MEDIA—PROVIDES A
CREATIVE AVENUE FOR EXPLORING BLACK HISTORY AND CONTEMPORARY ISSUES. COLLABORATIONS WITH ART DEPARTMENTS OR
LOCAL GALLERIES CAN ELEVATE THE PROFILE OF SUCH EVENTS.

MOREOVER, INTERACTIVE WORKSHOPS WHERE STUDENTS CREATE ART INSPIRED BY BLACK HISTORICAL THEMES CAN DEEPEN
ENGAGEMENT. THESE ACTIVITIES ENCOURAGE PERSONAL INTERPRETATION AND CRITICAL THINKING ABOUT THE INTERSECTIONS OF
ART, HISTORY, AND IDENTITY.

3. PANEL Discussions FEATURING SCHOLARS AND ACTIVISTS

ACADEMIC PANELS REMAIN A STAPLE OF BLACK HISTORY MONTH PROGRAMMING, OFFERING RIGOROUS ANALYSIS AND DIVERSE
VIEWPOINTS ON TOPICS RANGING FROM CIVIL RIGHTS MOVEMENTS TO SYSTEMIC RACISM IN EDUCATION. SELECTING PANELISTS
WHO REPRESENT A SPECTRUM OF DISCIPLINES AND LIVED EXPERIENCES ENRICHES THE CONVERSATION.

To MAXIMIZE IMPACT, ORGANIZERS MIGHT INTEGRATE QUESTION-AND-ANSWER SESSIONS OR BREAKOUT DISCUSSIONS, ALLOWING

STUDENTS TO ENGAGE DIRECTLY WITH EXPERTS. THIS FORMAT SUPPORTS A MORE DIALOGIC APPROACH, MOVING BEYOND
LECTURE-STYLE PRESENTATIONS TO FOSTER CRITICAL DIALOGUE.

4. FILM ScreeNINGS AND CRITICAL Discussions

CURATED FILM SCREENINGS CAN SPOTLIGHT PIVOTAL MOMENTS IN BLACK HISTORY OR CONTEMPORARY ISSUES FACING BLACK
COMMUNITIES. TITLES MIGHT INCLUDE DOCUMENTARIES, BIOPICS, OR NARRATIVE FILMS THAT CHALLENGE STEREOTYPES AND



AMPLIFY MARGINALIZED VOICES.

FOLLOWING THE SCREENINGS, MODERATED DISCUSSIONS CAN ENCOURAGE STUDENTS TO ANALYZE THEMES, HISTORICAL
CONTEXTS, AND CURRENT RELEVANCE. COLLABORATIONS WITH FILM STUDIES OR AFRICAN AMERICAN STUDIES DEPARTMENTS
CAN ENHANCE THE ACADEMIC RIGOR OF THESE EVENTS.

5. CULTURAL FooD FesTIVALS AND SociAL MIXErS

FooD IS A UNIVERSAL CONNECTOR, AND HOSTING CULTURAL FESTIVALS THAT CELEBRATE BLACK CULINARY TRADITIONS CAN
CREATE A WELCOMING SPACE FOR INFORMAL LEARNING AND COMMUNITY BUILDING. THESE EVENTS CAN FEATURE DISHES FROM
VARIOUS REGIONS AND CULTURES WITHIN THE AFRICAN DIASPORA, ACCOMPANIED BY STORYTELLING ABOUT THE ORIGINS AND
SIGNIFICANCE OF EACH CUISINE.

SOCIAL MIXERS THAT COMBINE FOOD WITH MUSIC, DANCE, OR SPOKEN W ORD PERFORMANCES CAN FURTHER ENHANCE THE
EXPERIENCE, FOSTERING INTERCULTURAL EXCHANGE AND SOLIDARITY AMONG STUDENTS.

INTEGRATING TECHNOLOGY AND SocIAL MEDIA TO AMPLIFY ENGAGEMENT

IN THE DIGITAL AGE, LEVERAGING TECHNOLOGY CAN SIGNIFICANTLY EXPAND THE REACH AND IMPACT OF BLAck HisTorY MONTH
EVENT IDEAS FOR COLLEGE STUDENTS. VIRTUAL REALITY EXPERIENCES THAT RECREATE HISTORICAL MOMENTS, INTERACTIVE
ONLINE TIMELINES, OR SOCIAL MEDIA CAMPAIGNS HIGHLIGHTING DAILY HISTORICAL FACTS ARE INNOVATIVE METHODS TO CAPTURE
STUDENT INTEREST.

For EXAMPLE, CREATING A HASHTAG CAMPAIGN ENCOURAGING STUDENTS TO SHARE REFLECTIONS OR HIGHLIGHT BLACK FIGURES
IN THEIR FIELDS OF STUDY CAN GENERATE PEER-TO~PEER LEARNING AND VIRALITY. ADDITIONALLY/ LIVESTREAMING EVENTS OR
HOSTING WEBINARS CAN INCLUDE STUDENTS WHO MAY BE OFF-CAMPUS OR PREFER REMOTE PARTICIPATION.

BALANCING EDUCATIONAL DEPTH WITH ACCESSIBILITY

W/HILE IT IS ESSENTIAL TO PRESENT NUANCED AND SOMETIMES COMPLEX HISTORICAL TRUTHS, EVENTS SHOULD ALSO BE
ACCESSIBLE TO A BROAD STUDENT AUDIENCE. BALANCING ACADEMIC RIGOR WITH ENGAGING FORMATS ENSURES THAT BLACK
HisTorRY MONTH PROGRAMMING DOES NOT ALIENATE BUT RATHER INVITES PARTICIPATION. FOR INSTANCE, PAIRING A SCHOLARLY
LECTURE WITH AN INFORMAL DISCUSSION OR CREATIVE ACTIVITY CAN CATER TO DIVERSE LEARNING PREFERENCES.

THE RoLE oF STUDENT ORGANIZATIONS AND CAMPUS PARTNERSHIPS

SuccessFUL BLACK HISTORY MONTH EVENTS OFTEN EMERGE FROM COLLABORATIVE EFFORTS. STUDENT ORGANIZATIONS SUCH
AS BLACK STUDENT UNIONS, CULTURAL CLUBS, AND ADVOCACY GROUPS BRING AUTHENTICITY AND PASSION TO PROGRAMMING.
PARTNERING WITH ACADEMIC DEPARTMENTS, LOCAL COMMUNITY ORGANIZATIONS, AND EVEN NATIONAL BLACK HISTORY
INSTITUTIONS CAN PROVIDE RESOURCES, EXPERTISE, AND BROADER VISIBILITY.

SUCH PARTNERSHIPS ALSO SUPPORT SUSTAINABILITY, ENCOURAGING ONGOING DIALOGUE AND INITIATIVES BEYOND FEBRUARY.
For EXAMPLE, A JOINT EVENT BETWEEN A HISTORY DEPARTMENT AND A BLACK CULTURAL GROUP MIGHT EVOLVE INTO A
SEMESTER-LONG SEMINAR SERIES, PROVIDING CONTINUED EDUCATION AND ENGAGEMENT.

CHALLENGES AND CONSIDERATIONS IN EVENT PLANNING

ONE CHALLENGE COLLEGES FACE IS AVOIDING PERFORMATIVE OR TOKENISTIC EVENTS THAT DO NOT GENUINELY CONTRIBUTE TO



UNDERSTANDING OR EMPOWERMENT. EVENT PLANNERS MUST BE MINDFUL OF REPRESENTATION, ENSURING DIVERSE VOICES WITHIN
THE BLACK COMMUNITY ARE INCLUDED, SPANNING GENDER, SOCIOECONOMIC BACKGROUND, AND AREAS OF FOCUS.

FURTHERMORE, LOGISTICAL CONSIDERATIONS SUCH AS BUDGETING, VENUE ACCESSIBILITY, AND TIMING DURING THE ACADEMIC
CALENDAR CAN IMPACT ATTENDANCE AND SUCCESS. EARLY PLANNING AND INCLUSIVE INPUT FROM STAKEHOLDERS CAN MITIGATE
THESE CHALLENGES.

ExAMPLES OoF SuccessruUL BLAck HisTorY MoONTH EVENTS ON COLLEGE
CAMPUSES

SEVERAL UNIVERSITIES HAVE SET NOTEWORTHY EXAMPLES IN THEIR BLACK HISTORY MONTH PROGRAMMING. FOR INSTANCE,
How ARD UNIVERSITY’S ANNUAL “BLACK HISTORY MONTH SYMPOSIUM” COMBINES KEYNOTE SPEAKERS, STUDENT PANELS, AND
LIVE PERFORMANCES, DRAWING LARGE CROWDS AND MEDIA ATTENTION. SIMILARLY, THE UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN’S “BLACK
ARTS AND CULTURAL FESTIVAL” INTEGRATES VISUAL ARTS, MUSIC, AND WORKSHOPS, EMPHASIZING STUDENT LEADERSHIP.

THESE MODELS DEMONSTRATE THE EFFECTIVENESS OF MULTIFACETED EVENTS THAT CATER TO DIVERSE INTERESTS AND FOSTER A
SENSE OF COMMUNITY OWNERSHIP.

THROUGHOUT THE PLANNING AND EXECUTION OF BLACK HISTORY MONTH EVENT IDEAS FOR COLLEGE STUDENTS, THE
UNDERLYING GOAL REMAINS CONSISTENT: TO EDUCATE, CELEBRATE, AND INSPIRE. BY THOUGHTFULLY CURATING PROGRAMS THAT
ARE BOTH INFORMATIVE AND ENGAGING, COLLEGES CAN CREATE LASTING IMPACTS THAT RESONATE WELL BEYOND FEBRUARY,
CONTRIBUTING TO A MORE INCLUSIVE AND AWARE CAMPUS ENVIRONMENT.
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