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Language Function Examples edTPA: Enhancing Teaching Practices Through
Effective Communication

language function examples edtpa are essential tools for teacher candidates
preparing their edTPA portfolios. Understanding and applying various language
functions in the classroom not only helps demonstrate instructional
effectiveness but also supports diverse learners in accessing content.
Whether you’re teaching English language learners (ELLs) or native speakers,
incorporating clear examples of language functions into your lesson plans and
reflections can elevate your edTPA submission and, more importantly, improve
student engagement and comprehension.

In this article, we’ll dive into what language functions are, why they matter
in the edTPA framework, and provide practical examples that you can adapt to
your teaching context. Along the way, we’ll explore strategies for embedding
language functions naturally into your instruction and assessment, ensuring
your teaching meets the rigorous expectations of the edTPA while fostering
meaningful student learning.

What Are Language Functions and Why Do They
Matter for edTPA?

Language functions refer to the purposes for which language is used in
communication. These functions describe what speakers or writers do with
language—such as requesting, explaining, comparing, or persuading—rather than
just focusing on grammatical forms. In a classroom setting, recognizing and
teaching language functions can help students use language more effectively
to meet specific communicative goals.

For edTPA candidates, integrating language functions into lesson planning and
instruction is crucial. The edTPA assessment emphasizes not only content
knowledge but also your ability to support language development. This means
demonstrating that you understand how students use language to engage with
academic content and how you can scaffold their use of language functions to
deepen understanding.

Language Functions in the edTPA Framework

The edTPA rubric highlights the importance of supporting academic language
and communication. Language functions are embedded in several components,
including:

- **Planning for Instruction and Assessment:** Designing tasks that encourage



students to use specific language functions aligned with learning objectives.
- **Instructing and Engaging Students:** Modeling and prompting language
functions during lessons to promote active participation.

- **Assessing Student Learning:** Evaluating how well students apply language
functions in speaking, writing, or other modes.

Understanding these connections helps candidates create more targeted lesson
plans and reflections that articulate how language functions support content
mastery.

Common Language Function Examples Relevant to
edTPA

To effectively incorporate language functions into your edTPA portfolio, it
helps to have a repertoire of examples that align with different subject
areas and grade levels. Below are some frequently used language functions
that educators emphasize when teaching academic language:

1. Describing

Describing involves providing details about objects, events, or concepts. For
example, students might describe the characteristics of a plant in a science
lesson or describe a character’s traits in literature.

Example for edTPA:
“Students will describe the phases of the water cycle using academic
vocabulary such as evaporation, condensation, and precipitation.”

2. Explaining

Explaining requires students to clarify processes, reasons, or cause-effect
relationships. This function is critical for subjects like math, science, and
social studies.

Example for edTPA:

“In this lesson, students explain how a mathematical formula applies to
solving real-world problems.”

3. Comparing and Contrasting

This function asks students to identify similarities and differences between
concepts, events, or texts.



Example for edTPA:
“Students compare and contrast the themes of two poems to analyze how each
poet addresses the topic of identity.”

4. Arguing or Persuading

Here, students provide reasons and evidence to support a claim or opinion,
often found in writing and speaking tasks.

Example for edTPA:
“Students develop a persuasive essay arguing for or against school uniforms,
incorporating supporting details and counterarguments.”

5. Requesting and Clarifying

In interactive settings, students may request information or clarification to
support understanding.

Example for edTPA:

“During partner discussions, students practice requesting clarification by
asking questions such as ‘Can you explain what you mean?’ or ‘Could you give
an example?’”

Strategies for Incorporating Language Functions
into edTPA Lessons

Effectively demonstrating language functions in your edTPA submission
requires intentional planning and execution. Here are some tips to help you
integrate language functions seamlessly into your teaching practice:

Align Language Functions with Learning Objectives

Start by identifying the key language functions that naturally align with
your content goals. For instance, if the objective is for students to analyze
a historical event, focus on functions like explaining cause and effect or
comparing perspectives. Clearly articulating these in your lesson plan shows
thoughtful alignment.

Model Language Functions Explicitly

During instruction, model the targeted language functions by thinking aloud



or using sentence frames. For example, if students are explaining a
scientific process, you might say, “I explain that evaporation happens when
water turns into vapor because of heat.” This modeling helps students
internalize language structures associated with the function.

Use Sentence Frames and Starters

Providing scaffolds like sentence frames supports students in practicing
language functions independently. Examples include:

- “I think that  because  .” (arguing)

- “The two texts are similar because  , but different because  .”
(comparing)

- “Can you explain  in more detail?” (requesting clarification)

These tools are especially helpful for ELLs or students developing academic
language proficiency.

Incorporate Collaborative Activities

Group work or partner discussions create authentic opportunities for students
to use language functions interactively. For example, a think-pair-share
activity enables learners to practice requesting, clarifying, and explaining
in a low-stakes environment.

Assess Language Functions Formatively

Include assessment tasks that require students to demonstrate language
functions, such as oral presentations, written explanations, or debates. Use
rubrics that evaluate both content accuracy and the effective use of language
functions, providing feedback that encourages growth in academic
communication.

Examples of Language Function Integration in
Different Subjects

To give you a clearer picture, let’s look at how language functions can be
tailored across various disciplines within an edTPA submission:

English Language Arts (ELA)

- **Function:** Analyzing



- **Example:** “Students analyze the author’s purpose by explaining how
specific word choices influence the tone of the text.”

- **Activity:** Writing a literary analysis paragraph using explanatory
language frames.

Mathematics

- **Function:** Justifying

- **Example:** “Students justify their problem-solving strategy by explaining
each step and why it leads to the correct answer.”

- **Activity:** Math talk where students verbally justify solutions to peers.

Science

- **Function:** Describing and Explaining

- **Example:** “Students describe the steps of photosynthesis and explain how
sunlight affects the process.”

- **Activity:** Creating diagrams with accompanying written explanations.

Social Studies

- **Function:** Comparing and Arguing

- **Example:** “Students compare two political systems and argue which is
more effective based on historical evidence.”

- **Activity:** Structured debates or position papers.

Tips for Documenting Language Function Examples
in Your edTPA Submission

When writing your commentary and reflections for edTPA, clearly explain how
you incorporated language functions and supported student use of academic
language. Here are some pointers:

- **Be Specific:** Describe exactly which language functions you targeted and
how they aligned with your lesson objectives.

- **¥Use Examples:** Include student work samples or transcripts of classroom
dialogue that showcase students using language functions effectively.

- **Reflect on Challenges:** Discuss any difficulties students faced and how
you adapted instruction to better support language use.

- **Highlight Scaffolds:** Detail the instructional supports you provided,
such as sentence frames, modeling, or graphic organizers.



By weaving these elements into your submission, you demonstrate a deep
understanding of language development and the critical role of language
functions in learning.

Mastering the use of language function examples in your edTPA portfolio not
only strengthens your submission but also equips you with strategies to
foster richer student communication. When students understand and practice
different language functions, they become more confident and capable
communicators, ready to engage meaningfully with academic content across
disciplines.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are language function examples in the edTPA
context?

Language function examples in edTPA refer to specific purposes or roles
language serves in teaching, such as explaining, questioning, describing, or

instructing, which candidates must demonstrate in their lesson plans and
reflections.

How can I effectively demonstrate language functions
in my edTPA submission?

To effectively demonstrate language functions, incorporate varied language
purposes like giving directions, asking open-ended questions, and providing

explanations that support student learning, and explicitly reflect on these
in your commentary.

Why is understanding language function important for
edTPA candidates?

Understanding language function is crucial because it helps candidates design
lessons that use language strategically to enhance comprehension and
engagement, meeting edTPA’s focus on effective communication for diverse
learners.

Can you provide examples of language functions to
include in edTPA lesson plans?
Examples include instructing (e.g., "Please open your books"), explaining

(e.g., "This concept means..."), questioning (e.g., "What do you think will
happen if...?"), and clarifying (e.g., "Let me rephrase that...").



How do language function examples support the edTPA
commentary?

Language function examples support the commentary by allowing candidates to
justify their instructional choices, showing how purposeful language use
facilitates student understanding and engagement aligned with learning
objectives.

Are there specific language functions emphasized in
the edTPA for English learners?

Yes, edTPA emphasizes language functions that support English learners, such
as scaffolding language through modeling, using visuals, simplifying
instructions, and checking for understanding to make content accessible.

Additional Resources

Language Function Examples edTPA: A Detailed Exploration for Educators

language function examples edtpa are critical components in preparing teacher
candidates for effective communication in diverse classroom settings. The
edTPA (Educative Teacher Performance Assessment) requires candidates to
demonstrate their ability to support language development and student
learning through targeted instructional strategies. Understanding and
incorporating language function examples within edTPA submissions can
significantly enhance the quality of a candidate's portfolio, showcasing
their mastery in language acquisition and pedagogy.

The edTPA framework emphasizes not only content knowledge but also the
ability to facilitate student interaction with language in meaningful ways.
Language functions refer to the purposes for which language is used in
communication—such as requesting, describing, comparing, or explaining. In
the context of edTPA, candidates must provide evidence of how they teach and
assess these functions to support students’ linguistic and cognitive growth.

Understanding Language Functions in the edTPA
Context

Language functions are integral to effective teaching, especially within
English Language Arts and world language teaching. The edTPA includes
specific prompts and rubrics that assess how teacher candidates scaffold
language functions to help students engage with academic content. Examples
include teaching students to summarize information, justify opinions, or
hypothesize outcomes. These functions are essential for developing higher-
order thinking skills and fostering student interaction.



The edTPA’'s focus on language functions aligns with the Common Core State
Standards and the TESOL framework, both of which highlight language as a tool
for learning and social interaction. Candidates must demonstrate an awareness
of students’ language proficiency levels and adapt instruction accordingly.
This means selecting appropriate language functions for various tasks and
ensuring that students can use them effectively during discussions, writing
assignments, and presentations.

Incorporating Language Function Examples in edTPA
Tasks

The edTPA is divided into three main tasks: Planning, Instruction, and
Assessment. Language function examples play a vital role in each.

e Planning Task: Candidates identify specific language functions they will
target during lessons. For instance, they might plan activities that
require students to compare and contrast historical events or explain
scientific processes.

e Instruction Task: During teaching, candidates demonstrate how they model
and support the use of these functions. This could involve sentence
frames, role-playing, or guided questioning designed to elicit
particular language uses.

e Assessment Task: Candidates analyze student work to show evidence of
language function acquisition, evaluating how well students can apply
these functions in oral or written form.

Using clear and precise language function examples in these tasks helps
candidates meet edTPA criteria related to language development and
differentiation.

Examples of Language Functions Relevant to edTPA

Below are common language functions that teacher candidates might integrate
into their edTPA submissions, depending on subject area and student needs:

1. Describing: Students provide detailed information about objects, events,
or concepts (e.g., "The water cycle includes evaporation, condensation,
and precipitation.").

2. Comparing and Contrasting: Students identify similarities and
differences (e.g., "Unlike mammals, reptiles lay eggs.").



3. Explaining Cause and Effect: Students connect reasons and outcomes
(e.g., "Because the plant did not receive sunlight, it wilted.").

4. Justifying an Opinion: Students support viewpoints with reasons or
evidence (e.g., "I believe recycling is important because it reduces
waste in landfills.").

5. Predicting: Students use information to anticipate outcomes (e.g., "If
the temperature drops below freezing, the water will turn to ice.").

These functions are often scaffolded through targeted vocabulary instruction,
graphic organizers, and interactive activities, ensuring that students not
only understand content but also develop the language skills necessary to
express complex ideas.

Challenges and Best Practices When Integrating
Language Functions in edTPA

One challenge teacher candidates face is selecting language functions that
align effectively with lesson objectives and student proficiency levels.
Overly complex functions may overwhelm English Language Learners (ELLs),
while too simplistic ones might fail to push advanced students. Balancing
these considerations requires thorough knowledge of students’ linguistic
backgrounds and ongoing formative assessment.

Another issue is providing sufficient support without diminishing student
autonomy. Candidates must design scaffolds that gradually fade as students
become more confident in using language functions independently. This
approach aligns with Vygotsky’s Zone of Proximal Development, promoting
cognitive growth through social interaction and guided practice.

Best practices include:

Using sentence starters and frames tailored to specific language
functions.

Incorporating collaborative learning where students practice language
functions in pairs or groups.

Embedding visual aids and graphic organizers that help students organize
their thoughts.

Reflecting on student performance data to adjust instruction and
support.



By thoughtfully integrating language function examples into lesson plans and
instructional activities, candidates can demonstrate their ability to foster
both language proficiency and academic achievement, key components of the
edTPA rubric.

Comparative Insights: Language Functions in edTPA
vs. Other Teacher Assessments

Compared to other teacher performance assessments, such as Praxis or state-
specific evaluations, the edTPA places a distinctive emphasis on language
functions as a tool for both language learners and native speakers. While
traditional assessments may focus more heavily on content delivery or
classroom management, edTPA requires candidates to explicitly address how
language is used as a medium for learning.

This focus reflects a growing recognition in education that language
development is foundational to student success across disciplines. The
edTPA’s inclusion of language function examples encourages candidates to
think beyond content mastery to how students express understanding and engage
with material in meaningful ways.

Conclusion: The Role of Language Function
Examples in Effective edTPA Submissions

Integrating language function examples in edTPA offers a pathway for teacher
candidates to demonstrate their pedagogical skills in language development
and differentiated instruction. These examples are more than just theoretical
constructs; they represent practical tools that, when applied thoughtfully,
enhance student engagement and comprehension.

By carefully selecting, modeling, and assessing language functions,
candidates not only meet edTPA standards but also prepare themselves to
support diverse learners in real-world classrooms. The nuanced understanding
of language functions within the edTPA framework ultimately contributes to
more inclusive and effective teaching practices.
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