COUNTRY OF ORIGIN FOR ISLAM

CoUNTRY OF ORIGIN FOR ISLAM: EXPLORING THE RooTs oF A GLoBAL FAITH

COUNTRY OF ORIGIN FOR ISLAM IS A TOPIC THAT OFTEN SPARKS CURIOSITY AND INVITES EXPLORATION INTO THE RICH HISTORY
AND CULTURAL BACKDROP OF ONE OF THE WORLD’S MAJOR RELIGIONS. |SLAM, A FAITH FOLLOWED BY OVER A BILLION PEOPLE
\WORLDWIDE, TRACES ITS BEGINNINGS TO A SPECIFIC GEOGRAPHICAL AND HISTORICAL CONTEXT THAT SHAPED ITS TEACHINGS,
GROWTH, AND INFLUENCE. UNDERSTANDING WHERE ISLAM ORIGINATED PROVIDES NOT ONLY HISTORICAL INSIGHT BUT ALSO A
DEEPER APPRECIATION FOR ITS SPIRITUAL MESSAGE AND GLOBAL IMPACT.

GEOGRAPHICAL RooTs: THE ARABIAN PENINSULA

W/HEN DISCUSSING THE COUNTRY OF ORIGIN FOR |SLAM, THE ARABIAN PENINSULA STANDS AT THE CENTER. MORE SPECIFICALLY,
ISLAM BEGAN IN THE REGION THAT IS MODERN-DAY SAUDI ARABIA. THE CITY OF MECCA, LOCATED IN THE WESTERN PART OF
SAuDI ARABIA/ IS WIDELY RECOGNIZED AS THE BIRTHPLACE OF ISLAM. IT WAS HERE, IN THE EARLY 7TH CENTURY, THAT THE
PROPHET MUHAMMAD RECEIVED HIS FIRST REVELATIONS, WHICH LATER FORMED THE QURIAN/ THE HOLY BOOK OF ISLAM.

MeccA: THE SPIRITUAL AND HiSTORICAL HEART

MECCA WAS A BUSTLING TRADE AND RELIGIOUS CENTER LONG BEFORE |SLAM EMERGED. HOME TO THE KAABA, A SACRED
SANCTUARY BELIEVED TO HAVE BEEN ESTABLISHED BY THE PROPHET ABRAHAM AND HIS SON |SHMAEL, MECCA ATTRACTED
PILGRIMS FROM ACROSS THE ARABIAN PENINSULA. THE KAABA REMAINS THE FOCAL POINT OF ISLAMIC WORSHIP TODAY, WITH
MUSLIMS AROUND THE WORLD FACING MECCA DURING THEIR DAILY PRAYERS.

THE CITY’S SIGNIFICANCE AS THE COUNTRY OF ORIGIN FOR ISLAM IS NOT JUST SPIRITUAL BUT ALSO HISTORICAL. MUHAMMAD’S
EARLY LIFE, HIS PROPHETIC MISSION, AND THE INITIAL COMMUNITY OF FOLLOWERS ALL BEGAN IN MECCA. IT WAS IN THIS CITY
THAT ISLAM’S CORE PRINCIPLES OF MONOTHEISM, SOCIAL JUSTICE, AND MORAL CONDUCT WERE FIRST ARTICULATED AND
PRACTICED.

MEeDINA: THE CITY OF THE PROPHET

\W/HILE MECCA IS THE BIRTHPLACE OF |SLAMI MEDINA (THEN KNOWN AS YATHRIB) PLAYED A CRUCIAL ROLE IN THE RELIGION’S
EARLY DEVELOPMENT. AFTER FACING PERSECUTION IN MECCA, MUHAMMAD AND HIS FOLLOWERS MIGRATED TO MEDINA IN 622
CE, AN EVENT CALLED THE HURA, WHICH MARKS THE BEGINNING OF THE ISLAMIC CALENDAR.

MEDINA BECAME THE FIRST ISLAMIC STATE, WHERE THE PROPHET ESTABLISHED A COMMUNITY GOVERNED BY ISLAMIC PRINCIPLES.
THIS CITY SYMBOLIZES THE GROWTH AND CONSOLIDATION OF ISLAM BEYOND ITS INITIAL ROOTS, MAKING IT ANOTHER KEY
LOCATION IN UNDERSTANDING THE COUNTRY OF ORIGIN FOR ISLAM.

THe HisToricAL CONTEXT OF ISLAM’S EMERGENCE

To APPRECIATE THE COUNTRY OF ORIGIN FOR ISLAM FULLY, IT’S IMPORTANT TO CONSIDER THE BROADER HISTORICAL AND
CULTURAL ENVIRONMENT OF 7 TH-CENTURY ARABIA. THE ARABIAN PENINSULA WAS A MOSAIC OF TRIBAL SOCIETIES WITH
DIVERSE RELIGIOUS PRACTICES, INCLUDING POLYTHEISM, CHRISTIANITY,JUDAISM, AND INDIGENOUS BELIEFS.



Pre-IsLAMIC ARABIAN SOCIETY

BeFORE |SLAMI THE ARABIAN PENINSULA WAS NOT A UNIFIED ENTITY BUT RATHER A REGION DIVIDED AMONG VARIOUS TRIBES
AND CLANS. THESE GROUPS OFTEN ENGAGED IN TRADE, POETRY, AND RELIGIOUS RITUALS CENTERED AROUND THE KAABA AND
OTHER SHRINES. THE SOCIETY VALUED HONOR, LOYALTY, AND ORAL TRADITION.

(UNDERSTANDING THIS BACKDROP HELPS EXPLAIN SOME OF THE TRANSFORMATIVE ASPECTS OF |SLAM, SUCH AS ITS EMPHASIS ON
MONOTHEISM, SOCIAL EQUALITY, AND THE ABOLITION OF CERTAIN TRIBAL PRACTICES LIKE INFANTICIDE AND BLOOD FEUDS.

THe RoLE oF TRADE AND CULTURAL EXCHANGE

MECCA’S PROMINENCE AS A TRADING HUB CONNECTED ARABIA TO THE BYZANTINE AND SASSANIAN EMPIRES, AS WELL AS TO
AFRICAN AND ASIAN TRADE ROUTES. THIS EXPOSURE TO DIVERSE CULTURES AND RELIGIONS LIKELY INFLUENCED THE
ENVIRONMENT IN WHICH |SLAM EMERGED.

TRADE ROUTES FACILITATED THE EXCHANGE OF IDEAS AND GOODS, CREATING A MELTING POT OF BELIEFS AND PRACTICES.

[SLAM’S MESSAGE OF UNITY AND SUBMISSION TO ONE GOD RESONATED IN THIS CONTEXT, OFFERING A NEW SPIRITUAL AND
SOCIAL ORDER.

Key FIGURES AND EVENTS IN THE COUNTRY OF ORIGIN FOR ISLAM

UNDERSTANDING THE COUNTRY OF ORIGIN FOR ISLAM ALSO MEANS RECOGNIZING THE CRITICAL INDIVIDUALS AND MILESTONES
THAT SHAPED ITS EARLY HISTORY.

THe PRoPHET MUHAMMAD: A CeENTRAL FIGURE

MUHAMMAD IBN ABDULLAH, BORN IN MECCA AROUND 570 CE, IS THE FOUNDER OF ISLAM. HIS EXPERIENCES AS A MERCHANT AND
HIS REPUTATION FOR HONESTY EARNED HIM RESPECT IN HIS COMMUNITY. AT THE AGE OF 40, HE BEGAN RECEIVING DIVINE
REVELATIONS FROM ALLAH (GoD) THROUGH THE ANGEL GABRIEL.

MUHAMMAD’S TEACHINGS CHALLENGED THE PREVAILING SOCIAL AND RELIGIOUS NORMS, CALLING FOR THE WORSHIP OF ONE Goo

AND PROMOTING ETHICAL CONDUCT. DESPITE INITIAL RESISTANCE, HIS MESSAGE GRADUALLY ATTRACTED FOLLOWERS, LAYING
THE FOUNDATION FOR A NEW RELIGIOUS COMMUNITY.

THE REVELATION OF THE QUR’AN

THe QUR’AN, ISLAM’S HOLY SCRIPTURE, WAS REVEALED OVER APPROXIMATELY 23 YEARS, STARTING IN 610 CE. IT 15
CONSIDERED THE LITERAL WORD OF GOD BY MUSLIMS AND SERVES AS A GUIDE FOR FAITH, LAW, AND DAILY LIFE.

THE COMPILATION AND PRESERVATION OF THE QUR)AN ARE CLOSELY TIED TO THE EARLY ISLAMIC COMMUNITY IN ARABIA,
MAKING IT AN INDISPENSABLE COMPONENT OF THE COUNTRY OF ORIGIN FOR ISLAM.

THE LEGACY oF THE ARABIAN PENINSULA IN IsLAMIC CULTURE

THE COUNTRY OF ORIGIN FOR ISLAM CONTINUES TO HOLD IMMENSE SIGNIFICANCE FOR MUSLIMS WORLDW IDE. SAUDI ARABIA, AS
THE MODERN NATION ENCOMPASSING MECCA AND MEDINA, IS THE CUSTODIAN OF |SLAM’S HOLIEST SITES AND A CENTER FOR
PILGRIMAGE AND RELIGIOUS LEARNING.



THe HAY PILGRIMAGE

ONE oF THE FIVE PILLARS OF ISLAM, THE HAJJ PILGRIMAGE, REQUIRES MUSLIMS WHO ARE PHYSICALLY AND FINANCIALLY ABLE
TO TRAVEL TO MECCA AT LEAST ONCE IN THEIR LIFETIME. THIS RITUAL COMMEMORATES THE ACTIONS OF ABRAHAM, |SHMAEL,
AND THE PROPHET MUHAMMAD, REINFORCING THE CONNECTION TO ISLAM’S ORIGIN.

THE HAJJ NOT ONLY HAS SPIRITUAL IMPORTANCE BUT ALSO FOSTERS A SENSE OF GLOBAL MUSLIM UNITY, AS MILLIONS
CONVERGE ANNUALLY IN THE LAND WHERE |SLAM BEGAN.

PRESERVATION OF ISLAMIC HERITAGE

SAUDI ARABIA AND THE BROADER ARABIAN PENINSULA HAVE PLAYED A VITAL ROLE IN PRESERVING ISLAMIC TRADITIONS,
ARCHITECTURE, AND SCHOLARSHIP. FROM THE MAINTENANCE OF THE KAABA TO THE SUPPORT FOR RELIGIOUS EDUCATION, THE
REGION REMAINS A LIVING LINK TO THE ORIGINS OF |SLAM.

UNDERSTANDING THE COUNTRY OF ORIGIN FOR ISLAM IN TODAY’s W ORLD

RECOGNIZING SAUDI ARABIA AS THE COUNTRY OF ORIGIN FOR ISLAM HELPS CONTEXTUALIZE MANY CONTEMPORARY ASPECTS OF
THE MUSLIM WORLD. |T SHEDS LIGHT ON THE RELIGIOUS PRACTICES, CULTURAL EXPRESSIONS, AND GEOPOLITICAL SIGNIFICANCE
OF THE REGION.

MOREOVER/ THIS KNOWLEDGE ENCOURAGES RESPECTFUL DIALOGUE AND APPRECIATION FOR THE DIVERSITY WITHIN |SLAM,
ROOTED IN A SHARED HISTORICAL BEGINNING.

THE STORY OF ISLAM’S ORIGIN IS NOT JUST ABOUT A PLACE ON THE MAP BUT ABOUT A PROFOUND SPIRITUAL AW AKENING THAT

HAS SHAPED CIVILIZATIONS ACROSS CENTURIES. THE ARABIAN PENINSULA/ WITH ITS UNIQUE HISTORY AND CULTURAL
LANDSCAPE, REMAINS THE HEART OF THIS ENDURING FAITH.

FREQUENTLY AskeD QUESTIONS

\W/HAT IS THE COUNTRY OF ORIGIN FOR ISLAM?

[SLAM ORIGINATED IN THE ARABIAN PENINSULA/ SPECIFICALLY IN THE CITY OF MECCA/ WHICH IS IN PRESENT-DAY SAUDI ARABIA.

IN WHICH CENTURY DID ISLAM ORIGINATE?

|SLAM ORIGINATED IN THE 7/ TH CENTURY CE.

\¥W/HO FOUNDED ISLAM AND \WHERE?

ISLAM WAS FOUNDED BY THE PROPHET MUHAMMAD IN MECCA, SAUDI ARABIA.

WHY IS SAUDI ARABIA SIGNIFICANT IN THE HISTORY OF ISLAM?

SAUDI ARABIA IS SIGNIFICANT BECAUSE IT IS THE BIRTHPLACE OF |SLAM AND HOME TO ITS TWO HOLIEST CITIES, MECCA AND
MEDINA.



How pID THE ARABIAN PENINSULA INFLUENCE THE SPREAD OF ISLAM?

THE ARABIAN PENINSULA’S STRATEGIC LOCATION AS A TRADE HUB FACILITATED THE RAPID SPREAD OF ISLAM ACROSS ASIA,
AFRICA, AND EUROPE.

\WHAT ROLE DID MECCA PLAY IN THE EARLY DAYS OF ISLAM?

MECCA WAS THE RELIGIOUS AND COMMERCIAL CENTER WHERE |SLAM WAS FIRST PREACHED AND WHERE THE KAABA, THE HOLIEST
SITE IN ISLAM, IS LOCATED.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

**¥TrAcING THE COUNTRY OF ORIGIN FOR ISLAM: AN ANALYTICAL EXPLORATION®*

COUNTRY OF ORIGIN FOR ISLAM IS A PHRASE THAT INVITES A DEEP DIVE INTO THE HISTORICAL, GEOGRAPHICAL, AND CULTURAL
ROOTS OF ONE OF THE WORLD’S MAJOR RELIGIONS. ISLAM, WITH OVER A BILLION ADHERENTS GLOBALLY, HAS PLAYED A
TRANSFORMATIVE ROLE IN SHAPING CIVILIZATIONS, LEGAL SYSTEMS, ART, AND PHILOSOPHY ACROSS CONTINENTS.
(UNDERSTANDING THE PRECISE COUNTRY OF ORIGIN FOR ISLAM IS ESSENTIAL NOT ONLY FOR RELIGIOUS STUDIES BUT ALSO FOR
COMPREHENDING BROADER SOCIO-POLITICAL HISTORIES THAT HAVE INFLUENCED THE MODERN W ORLD.

THe GEOGRAPHICAL BIRTHPLACE OF ISLAM

THE COUNTRY OF ORIGIN FOR ISLAM IS UNIVERSALLY RECOGNIZED AS THE ARABIAN PENINSULA, SPECIFICALLY THE REGION THAT
CORRESPONDS TO MODERN-DAY SAUDI ARABIA. W/ITHIN THIS TERRITORY LIES THE CITY OF I\'IECCA, WHICH HOLDS PARAMOUNT
IMPORTANCE AS THE BIRTHPLACE OF THE PROPHET MUHAMMAD, |SLAM’S FOUNDER AND THE FIRST TO RECEIVE THE DIVINE
REVELATIONS THAT CONSTITUTE THE QURAN. MECCA’S SIGNIFICANCE IS FURTHER UNDERSCORED BY THE KAABA, A SACRED
STRUCTURE THAT MUSLIMS FACE DURING THEIR PRAYERS (SALAH) AND THE FOCAL POINT OF THE ANNUAL PILGRIMAGE KNOWN
AS Hay).

THE ARABIAN PENINSULA, CHARACTERIZED BY ITS ARID DESERT LANDSCAPE AND TRIBAL SOCIETIES, PROVIDED A UNIQUE
CONTEXT FOR ISLAM’S EMERGENCE IN THE EARLY 7 TH CENTURY CE. AT THAT TIME, THE REGION WAS A CROSSROADS OF TRADE
ROUTES, LINKING AFRICA, ASIA, AND EUROPE, AND WAS INHABITED BY DIVERSE COMMUNITIES WITH POLYTHEISTIC RELIGIOUS
PRACTICES,JUDAISM, CHRISTIANITY, AND INDIGENOUS BELIEFS.

HisToricAL CONTEXT OF ISLAM’S EMERGENCE

[SLAM’s INCEPTION IN THE EARLY 600s CE COINCIDES WITH A PERIOD OF SIGNIFICANT SOCIAL AND POLITICAL UPHEAVAL WITHIN
THE ARABIAN PENINSULA. THE TRIBAL SYSTEM DOMINATED THE REGION, OFTEN MARKED BY INTER-TRIBAL CONFLICTS AND SOCIAL
STRATIFICATION. INTO THIS MILIEU, MUHAMMAD BEGAN PREACHING MONOTHEISM AND SOCIAL JUSTICE, ADVOCATING FOR THE
WORSHIP OF ONE GOD (ALLAH) AND EMPHASIZING ETHICAL CONDUCT, CHARITY, AND COMMUNITY COHESION.

THE REVELATIONS MUHAMMAD RECEIVED, WHICH WERE LATER COMPILED INTO THE QURAN/ NOT ONLY INTRODUCED SPIRITUAL
DOCTRINE BUT ALSO PROVIDED A FRAMEWORK FOR LEGAL AND MORAL GUIDANCE. THIS NEW RELIGIOUS MOVEMENT RAPIDLY
GAINED FOLLOWERS BUT ALSO FACED OPPOSITION FROM MECCAN ELITES WHO SAW IT AS A THREAT TO THEIR SOCIO-ECONOMIC
STATUS TIED TO POLYTHEISTIC PILGRIMAGE TRADITIONS.

Key LocATIONS IN THE COUNTRY OF ORIGIN FOR ISLAM

WHILE SAUDI ARABIA AS A WHOLE IS IDENTIFIED AS THE COUNTRY OF ORIGIN FOR ISLAM, SEVERAL CITIES WITHIN THE KINGDOM
HOLD SPECIFIC HISTORICAL AND RELIGIOUS IMPORTANCE!:



MeccA: THe CRADLE OF ISLAM

MECCA IS UNDENIABLY THE EPICENTER OF ISLAM’S ORIGIN. |T IS THE CITY WHERE MUHAMMAD WAS BORN AROUND 570 CE AnD
WHERE HE RECEIVED HIS FIRST REVELATION IN THE CAVE OF HIRA. THE CITY’S RELIGIOUS SIGNIFICANCE IS PROFOUND, AS IT
HOUSES THE KAABA, REGARDED AS THE “HoUSE OF GoD.” THE KAABA’S ORIGINS PREDATE ISLAM, BUT IT WAS ISLAM THAT
ESTABLISHED IT AS THE SINGULAR FOCAL POINT OF MUSLIM \WORSHIP.

MeDINA: THE CITY OF THE PROPHET

ANOTHER PIVOTAL CITY IS MEDINA (FORMERLY YATHRIB), LOCATED APPROXIMATELY 340 KILOMETERS NORTH OF MECCA. IT
BECAME THE REFUGE FOR MUHAMMAD AND HIS FOLLOWERS AFTER THEY FACED PERSECUTION IN MECCA. THE MIGRATION TO
MEeDINA IN 622 CE, KNOWN AS THE HIRA, MARKS THE BEGINNING OF THE ISLAMIC CALENDAR. IN MEDINA, MUHAMMAD
ESTABLISHED THE FIRST MUSLIM COMMUNITY (UMMAH) AND LAID DOWN GOVERNANCE PRINCIPLES BASED ON ISLAMIC TENETS.

JERUSALEM AND BEYOND: EARLY ISLAMIC EXPANSION

THOUGH NOT THE COUNTRY OF ORIGIN FOR |SLAM,JERUSALEM HOLDS RELIGIOUS SIGNIFICANCE DUE TO THE NIGHT_JOURNEY (|SRA
AND MI/RAJ> MUHAMMAD IS BELIEVED TO HAVE UNDERTAKEN. THIS EVENT UNDERLINES THE RAPID SPREAD OF |SLAM BEYOND THE
ARABIAN PENINSULA AFTER ITS INITIAL ESTABLISHMENT.

WHY THE COUNTRY OF ORIGIN FOR ISLAM MATTERS TODAY

UNDERSTANDING THE COUNTRY OF ORIGIN FOR ISLAM IS NOT MERELY AN ACADEMIC PURSUIT BUT HAS REAL-WORLD
IMPLICATIONS TOUCHING UPON GEOPOLITICS, INTERFAITH RELATIONS, AND CULTURAL IDENTITY. SAUDI ARABIA/ AS THE
CUSTODIAN OF ISLAM’S HOLIEST SITES, WIELDS CONSIDERABLE RELIGIOUS INFLUENCE, WHICH SHAPES ITS DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS
AND INTERNAL POLICIES.

MOREOVER, THE HISTORICAL NARRATIVE OF ISLAM’S BIRTH IN THE ARABIAN PENINSULA INFORMS CONTEMPORARY DISCUSSIONS
ABOUT IsLAMIC LAW, CULTURAL PRACTICES, AND SECTARIAN DIVERSITY. THE SOCIO-HISTORICAL CONTEXT OF EARLY ISLAM

EXPLAINS CERTAIN THEOLOGICAL INTERPRETATIONS AND LEGAL PRINCIPLES THAT CONTINUE TO INFLUENCE MUSLIM COMMUNITIES
¥ ORLDW IDE.

CHALLENGES AND CONTROVERSIES

THE COUNTRY OF ORIGIN FOR ISLAM ALSO INTERSECTS WITH VARIOUS CHALLENGES:
® RELIGIOUS AUTHENTICITY AND HERITAGE PRESERVATION: MAINTAINING THE SANCTITY AND ACCESSIBILITY OF KEY SITES
IN MECCA AND MEDINA AMIDST MODERNIZATION.

o PoLITICAL INFLUENCE: SAUDI ARABIA’S ROLE AS THE BIRTHPLACE OF ISLAM CONFERS A MANTLE OF RELIGIOUS
AUTHORITY, WHICH AFFECTS REGIONAL POLITICS, ESPECIALLY WITHIN THE MUSLIM WORLD.

® INTERPRETING ISLAMIC HISTORY: V ARIOUS SECTS WITHIN ISLAM OFTEN HAVE DIFFERING VIEWS ON HISTORICAL EVENTS
AND FIGURES TIED TO ISLAM’S ORIGIN, WHICH IMPACTS INTRA-FAITH DYNAMICS.



THe BrRoADER HisTORICAL IMPACT OF IsLAM’s ORIGINS

THE COUNTRY OF ORIGIN FOR ISLAM IS NOT JUST A GEOGRAPHIC FOOTNOTE, IT REPRESENTS THE GENESIS OF A RELIGION THAT
HAS PROFOUNDLY SHAPED HUMAN HISTORY. THE TEACHINGS THAT EMERGED FROM THE ARABIAN PENINSULA CATALYZED VAST
CULTURAL, SCIENTIFIC, AND POLITICAL TRANSFORMATIONS ACROSS CONTINENTS.

FROM THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE UMAYYAD AND ABBASID CALIPHATES TO THE CULTURAL RENAISSANCE IN AL-ANDALUS

(MEDIEVAL SPAIN) AND THE SPREAD INTO SOUTH AND SOUTHEAST ASIA, ISLAM’S ORIGIN STORY INFORMS A LEGACY OF
INTELLECTUAL AND SPIRITUAL DYNAMISM.

CoMPARATIVE PERSPECTIVE: IsLAM’S ORIGINS VS. OTHER MAJOR RELIGIONS

\/HEN COMPARED WITH OTHER WORLD RELIGIONS, THE COUNTRY OF ORIGIN FOR ISLAM IS RELATIVELY WELL-DEFINED AND
GEOGRAPHICALLY CONCENTRATED. FOR EXAMPLE:

o CHRISTIANITY: ORIGINATED IN MULTIPLE LOCATIONS WITHIN THE LEVANT REGION (MODERN‘DAY |SRAEL/PALESTINE).

¢ BUDDHISM: EMERGED IN THE INDIAN SUBCONTINENT, PRIMARILY IN PRESENT-DAY NEPAL AND INDIA.

L4 JUDAISM: ALSO ROOTED IN THE LEVANT BUT WITH A COMPLEX DIASPORA HISTORY.

[SLAM’S CLEAR ASSOCIATION WITH A SINGLE GEOGRAPHIC REGION—MECCA AND MEDINA WITHIN SAUDI ARABIA—PROVIDES A
TANGIBLE FOCAL POINT FOR RELIGIOUS IDENTITY AND PILGRIMAGE PRACTICES.

MoDeErRN-DAY SAUDI ARABIA AND THE LEGACY OF IsLAM’s ORIGIN

SAUDI ARABIA TODAY EMBRACES ITS ROLE AS THE COUNTRY OF ORIGIN FOR ISLAM BY INVESTING HEAVILY IN RELIGIOUS
TOURISM INFRASTRUCTURE, INCLUDING EXPANDING THE GRAND MOSQUE IN MECCA TO ACCOMMODATE MILLIONS OF PILGRIMS
ANNUALLY. THE KINGDOM’S POLICIES OFTEN EMPHASIZE THE PRESERVATION OF ISLAMIC TRADITIONS LINKED TO THEIR HISTORICAL
ROOTS, WHILE ALSO BALANCING MODERNITY AND ECONOMIC DIVERSIFICATION.

THE SAUDI LEADERSHIP’S FRAMING OF ITS ISLAMIC HERITAGE INFLUENCES ITS CULTURAL DIPLOMACY AND INTERNATIONAL
RELATIONS, POSITIONING THE COUNTRY AS A KEY PLAYER IN GLOBAL ISLAMIC AFFAIRS.

THE COUNTRY OF ORIGIN FOR |SLAM IS THUS MORE THAN A HISTORICAL FACT, IT REMAINS A LIVING, BREATHING FOUNDATION
UPON WHICH RELIGIOUS IDENTITY, CULTURAL PRACTICES, AND GEOPOLITICAL REALITIES CONTINUE TO EVOLVE. BY EXAMINING
THE BIRTHPLACE OF ISLAM WITHIN ITS HISTORICAL AND CONTEMPORARY CONTEXTS, ONE GAINS A RICHER APPRECIATION OF THE
RELIGION’S ENDURING INFLUENCE ON THE WORLD STAGE.
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