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**The Enduring Charm of the First Line of Pride and Prejudice**

First line of Pride and Prejudice is one of the most famous and instantly recognizable
sentences in English literature. It opens Jane Austen’s beloved novel with a witty and
insightful observation: “It is a truth universally acknowledged, that a single man in
possession of a good fortune, must be in want of a wife.” This line sets the tone for the
entire story, blending satire, social commentary, and the themes of marriage and wealth
that permeate the novel. But what makes this first line so iconic, and why does it continue
to capture readers’ imaginations centuries after it was written?

The Power of the First Line of Pride and Prejudice

The opening sentence of any novel carries a heavy burden. It must grab attention,
introduce readers to the author’s style, and often hint at the themes to come. Jane Austen’s

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the first line of Pride and Prejudice?
The first line of Pride and Prejudice is: "It is a truth universally acknowledged, that a single
man in possession of a good fortune, must be in want of a wife."

Why is the first line of Pride and Prejudice considered
famous?
The first line is famous for its witty and ironic tone, setting the stage for the novel's
exploration of marriage, social status, and relationships in 19th-century England.

How does the first line of Pride and Prejudice reflect the
novel's themes?
The line highlights themes of marriage and social expectation, emphasizing how society
assumes wealthy single men are seeking wives, which drives much of the novel’s plot and
character motivations.

Who wrote the first line of Pride and Prejudice?
Jane Austen wrote the first line of Pride and Prejudice, which was published in 1813.



How does the first line of Pride and Prejudice set the
tone for the novel?
The first line sets a tone of irony and social commentary, preparing readers for a story that
critiques societal norms and the institution of marriage with humor and insight.

Additional Resources
**The Enduring Impact of the First Line of Pride and Prejudice**

First line of Pride and Prejudice stands as one of the most iconic and instantly
recognizable openings in English literature. “It is a truth universally acknowledged, that a
single man in possession of a good fortune, must be in want of a wife.” This sentence,
penned by Jane Austen in 1813, has transcended its historical context to become a
cornerstone in literary studies, cultural discussions, and popular media. It encapsulates the
novel’s wit, social critique, and thematic concerns from the outset, setting a tone that is
both satirical and insightful.

This article delves into the complexity of this famous first line, exploring its literary
significance, social implications, and enduring relevance. By examining the nuances behind
Austen’s choice of words and the cultural backdrop against which the novel was written, we
can appreciate why this opening sentence continues to captivate readers and scholars
alike.

The Literary Significance of the First Line of Pride
and Prejudice

The first line of Pride and Prejudice immediately introduces readers to Austen’s sharp
narrative voice and the novel’s central preoccupation with marriage and social status. The
phrase “a truth universally acknowledged” operates on multiple levels. On the surface, it
presents a seemingly indisputable social fact, but a closer reading reveals a layer of irony
that questions societal assumptions about wealth, marriage, and individual desire.

By framing the sentence in such a declarative manner, Austen mocks the rigidity of 19th-
century social conventions. The phrase “single man in possession of a good fortune” not
only identifies a wealthy bachelor as a desirable catch in the marriage market but also hints
at the transactional nature of relationships in Regency England. This opening line thus sets
the stage for the novel’s exploration of pride, prejudice, and the economic motivations
behind matrimonial alliances.

Moreover, this line serves as a narrative hook, immediately engaging readers with its
authoritative tone and inviting them to consider the social dynamics at play. It foreshadows
the tension between individual agency and societal expectations, a theme that resonates
throughout the novel.



Contextualizing the Opening in Regency England

Understanding the historical context of the first line enhances its impact. The early 19th
century was a period marked by strict social hierarchies and limited opportunities for
women. Marriage was often the only viable path to economic security and social
advancement for women, particularly in the landed gentry to which Austen belonged.

In this context, the “single man with a good fortune” represents not only a potential
husband but also a gateway to stability and status for women and their families. The line
captures the pervasive anxiety surrounding marriage and wealth, reflecting societal
pressures that shaped personal choices.

Irony and Satire Embedded in the Line

Austen’s use of irony is a defining feature of her writing style, and the first line of Pride and
Prejudice exemplifies this talent. While the sentence asserts a “truth universally
acknowledged,” it is clear to the reader that this “truth” is more a social construct than an
objective fact.

The humor lies in the exaggeration and the implicit critique of how society reduces complex
human relationships to economic transactions. This irony sets the tone for the novel’s
broader satirical examination of class and marriage, inviting readers to question accepted
norms.

Comparisons with Other Famous Literary Opening
Lines

When discussing the first line of Pride and Prejudice, it is instructive to compare it with
other renowned openings in literature to understand its unique position.

“Call me Ishmael.” from Herman Melville’s *Moby-Dick* offers brevity and mystery,
immediately focusing on the narrator.

“It was the best of times, it was the worst of times…” from Charles Dickens’ *A
Tale of Two Cities* sets a dramatic and paradoxical tone for the narrative.

“All happy families are alike; each unhappy family is unhappy in its own
way.” from Tolstoy’s *Anna Karenina* presents a philosophical reflection that frames
the story’s tragic themes.

Unlike these openings, Austen’s first line combines social commentary with wit and irony,
establishing both the thematic concerns and the narrative style. Its conversational yet
authoritative tone invites readers into a world where social satire and romantic



entanglement coexist.

Why the First Line of Pride and Prejudice Remains
Relevant Today

The enduring popularity of Austen’s opening line is attributable to its timeless relevance.
Contemporary readers still grapple with themes of social expectation, economic pressure,
and the complexities of human relationships that the line encapsulates.

Furthermore, the line’s adaptability to modern contexts—often quoted or parodied in
popular culture—demonstrates its flexibility and continued resonance. Whether in film
adaptations, literary critiques, or everyday conversations about relationships, the first line
of Pride and Prejudice remains a touchstone for discussions about social dynamics and
personal aspirations.

SEO Considerations: Optimizing Content Around
the First Line of Pride and Prejudice

For those seeking to optimize content related to the first line of Pride and Prejudice,
integrating relevant LSI keywords naturally enhances search visibility. Phrases such as
“Jane Austen opening line,” “Pride and Prejudice social commentary,” “famous literary first
lines,” and “Regency era marriage customs” help contextualize the topic for search engines
while maintaining readability.

Moreover, addressing the first line within broader themes—such as satire in classic
literature, Austen’s narrative techniques, and 19th-century social norms—can attract a
diverse audience interested in literature, history, and cultural studies. Strategic use of
subheadings and lists, as demonstrated here, improves user engagement and assists in
content discoverability.

Potential Challenges and Considerations

While the first line of Pride and Prejudice is celebrated, some readers or analysts might
argue that its irony can be misinterpreted or that its social observations are dated.
Balancing historical context with modern perspectives is crucial when discussing such a
well-known literary element.

Additionally, overuse of clichés or excessive quoting without analysis can dilute the article’s
depth. Therefore, a thorough, analytical approach that examines language, context, and
impact enriches the discussion and provides added value.

---

From its incisive wit to its social critique, the first line of Pride and Prejudice offers a



powerful entry point into Jane Austen’s world. It not only captures the essence of the novel
but also invites ongoing reflection on the interplay between individual desires and societal
expectations. This opening sentence remains a masterclass in literary economy, setting a
high standard for narrative introductions across centuries.
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