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How To GET INTo UT AusTIN COMPUTER SCIENCE: A STEP-BY-STEP GUIDE

HOW TO GET INTO UT AUSTIN COMPUTER SCIENCE IS A QUESTION ON THE MINDS OF MANY HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS AND
PROSPECTIVE COLLEGE APPLICANTS. THE UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS AT AUSTIN BOASTS ONE OF THE MOST COMPETITIVE AND
WELL-REGARDED COMPUTER SCIENCE PROGRAMS IN THE COUNTRY. W/ITH ITS CUTTING-EDGE RESEARCH OPPORTUNITIES,
RENOWNED FACULTY, AND VIBRANT CAMPUS LIFE, IT’S NO SURPRISE THAT THOUSANDS OF STUDENTS DREAM OF JOINING THIS
PRESTIGIOUS PROGRAM EACH YEAR. BUT WHAT DOES IT ACTUALLY TAKE TO SECURE A SPOT INUT AUSTIN’S COMPUTER
SCIENCE DEPARTMENT? THIS GUIDE WILL WALK YOU THROUGH THE KEY FACTORS, INSIDER TIPS, AND APPLICATION STRATEGIES
TO HELP YOU STAND OUT IN A HIGHLY SELECTIVE ADMISSIONS PROCESS.

UNDERSTANDING THE SELECTIVITY oF UT AusTIN COMPUTER SCIENCE

BEFORE DIVING INTO THE APPLICATION DETAILS, IT’S IMPORTANT TO GRASP JUST HOW COMPETITIVE UT AUSTIN’S COMPUTER
SCIENCE MAJOR REALLY IS. THE PROGRAM IS HOUSED WITHIN THE COLLEGE OF NATURAL SCIENCES/ AND ADMISSION TO THE
MAJOR IS LIMITED DUE TO HIGH DEMAND. TENS OF THOUSANDS OF STUDENTS APPLY ANNUALLY, BUT ONLY A FRACTION ARE
ADMITTED DIRECTLY INTO COMPUTER SCIENCE.

BECAUSE OF THIS, MANY STUDENTS APPLY TO THE UNIVERSITY AS UNDECLARED MAJORS OR IN RELATED DISCIPLINES LIKE

MATHEMATICS OR ENGINEERING, THEN LATER ATTEMPT TO TRANSFER INTO COMPUTER SCIENCE. KNOWING THIS CAN HELP YOU MAP
OUT YOUR PATH STRATEGICALLY.

ACCEPTANCE RATES AND ADMISSIONS TRENDS

THE ACCEPTANCE RATE FOR UT AUSTIN OVERALL HOVERS AROUND 30%. HOWEVER, FOR COMPUTER SCIENCE, IT’S
SIGNIFICANTLY LOWER BECAUSE OF THE MAJOR’S POPULARITY AND LIMITED CAPACITY. IN RECENT YEARS, DIRECT ADMISSION TO
COMPUTER SCIENCE FOR INCOMING FRESHMEN HAS BEEN UNDER 15%, MAKING IT ONE OF THE MOST SELECTIVE PROGRAMS ON
CAMPUS.

UNDERSTANDING THESE NUMBERS HIGHLIGHTS THE IMPORTANCE OF HAVING A STRONG ACADEMIC PROFILE AND A WELL-CRAFTED
APPLICATION TO IMPROVE YOUR CHANCES.

ACADEMIC PREPARATION: BUILDING A STRONG FOUNDATION

ONE OF THE MOST CRITICAL COMPONENTS IN LEARNING HOW TO GET INTO UT AUSTIN COMPUTER SCIENCE IS DEMONSTRATING
STRONG ACADEMIC PREPARATION, ESPECIALLY IN MATH AND SCIENCE. UT AUSTIN’S COMPUTER SCIENCE PROGRAM SEEKS
STUDENTS WHO EXCEL IN QUANTITATIVE SUBJECTS AND HAVE A GENUINE PASSION FOR COMPUTING.

HicH ScHooL COURSEWORK RECOMMENDATIONS
To STAND OUT, MAKE SURE YOUR HIGH SCHOOL TRANSCRIPT INCLUDES:
® ADVANCED MATH COURSES SUCH AS ALGEBRA I, PRe-CaLcuLus, CaLcuLus AB or BC

® SCIENCE CLASSES LIKE PHYSICS AND CHEMISTRY

e COMPUTER SCIENCE OR PROGRAMMING ELECTIVES IF AVAILABLE



o ADVANCED PLACEMENT (AP) OR INTERNATIONAL BACCALAUREATE (IB) COURSES, ESPECIALLY IN CALCULUS,
COMPUTER SCIENCE PRINCIPLES, AND PHYSICS

UT AUSTIN VALUES STUDENTS WHO CHALLENGE THEMSELVES ACADEMICALLY, SO TAKING RIGOROUS COURSES AND PERFORMING
WELL IS ESSENTIAL.

STANDARDIZED TEST SCORES AND THEIR ROLE

WHILE UT AUSTIN HAS ADOPTED A TEST-OPTIONAL POLICY FOR RECENT ADMISSIONS CYCLES, SUBMITTING STRONG SAT or
ACT SCORES CAN STILL BOLSTER YOUR APPLICATION, ESPECIALLY FOR COMPETITIVE MAJORS LIKE COMPUTER SCIENCE. A HIGH
MATH SCORE IS PARTICULARLY ADVANTAGEOUS.

IF YOU CHOOSE TO SUBMIT TEST SCORES, AIM FOR:

o SAT MATH score aBove 700

o ACT MATH score ofF 30 OR HIGHER

THESE SCORES REFLECT YOUR QUANTITATIVE APTITUDE AND CAN REINFORCE YOUR READINESS FOR A DEMANDING COMPUTER
SCIENCE CURRICULUM.

CRAFTING A COMPELLING APPLICATION

Bevonp ACADEMICS, THE ADMISSIONS COMMITTEE LOOKS FOR APPLICANTS WHO DEMONSTRATE PASSION, LEADERSHIP, AND
UNIQUE QUALITIES THAT WILL CONTRIBUTE TO THE UT AUSTIN COMMUNITY. HERE’S HOW TO MAKE YOUR APPLICATION SHINE.

PERSONAL EssAYsS: TELLING YOUR STORY

THE ESSAY PORTION IS YOUR CHANCE TO GO BEYOND NUMBERS AND SHARE WHAT DRIVES YOU. W/HEN WRITING YOUR ESSAYS,
FOCUS ON:

® YOUR INTEREST IN COMPUTER SCIENCE — WHAT SPARKED IT AND HOW YOU HAVE PURSUED IT

ANY PROJECTS OR EXPERIENCES RELATED TO PROGRAMMING, ROBOTICS, OR TECHNOLOGY
® How YOU ENVISION YOUR FUTURE IN THE FIELD AND WHY UT AUSTIN IS THE RIGHT PLACE TO ACHIEVE YOUR GOALS

® DEMONSTRATING PROBLEM-SOLVING SKILLS AND CREATIVITY

AUTHENTICITY MATTERS. ADMISSIONS OFFICERS WANT TO SEE GENUINE ENTHUSIASM AND COMMITMENT, NOT GENERIC
STATEMENTS.



LETTERS OF RECOMMENDATION AND EXTRACURRICULARS

ALTHOUGH UT AUSTIN TYPICALLY DOES NOT REQUIRE LETTERS OF RECOMMENDATION FOR FRESHMAN APPLICANTS, HAVING
STRONG ENDORSEMENTS (IF ACCEPTED) CAN ADD WEIGHT TO YOUR APPLICATION.

EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITIES, ESPECIALLY THOSE RELATED TO TECHNOLOGY, CODING CLUBS, INTERNSHIPS, HACKATHONS, OR
VOLUNTEER WORK IN STEM, SHOWCASE YOUR INITIATIVE AND LEADERSHIP. QUALITY OVER QUANTITY IS KEY — MEANINGFUL
INVOLVEMENT IN A FEW AREAS IS BETTER THAN SUPERFICIAL PARTICIPATION IN MANY.

NAVIGATING UT AuUSTIN’S ADMISSION PATHWAYS FOR COMPUTER SCIENCE

UT AUSTIN OFFERS MULTIPLE PATHS TO ENTER THE COMPUTER SCIENCE MAJOR, EACH WITH ITS OWN CONSIDERATIONS.

DIReCT ADMISSION VS. INTERNAL TRANSFER

DIRECT ADMISSION MEANS BEING ADMITTED TO UT AUSTIN AS A COMPUTER SCIENCE MAJOR FROM THE OUTSET. THIS IS IDEAL
BUT HIGHLY COMPETITIVE.

ALTERNATIVELY, STUDENTS CAN BE ADMITTED TO THE UNIVERSITY AS UNDECLARED OR IN A RELATED MAJOR AND THEN APPLY
TO TRANSFER INTO COMPUTER SCIENCE AFTER COMPLETING CERTAIN PREREQUISITE COURSES WITH A STRONG GPA.

TRANSFER ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS

IF YOU PLAN TO ENTER COMPUTER SCIENCE THROUGH INTERNAL TRANSFER, FOCUS ON:

o COMPLETING FOUNDATIONAL COURSES SUCH AS CALCULUS, INTRODUCTION TO COMPUTER SCIENCE, AND DATA
STRUCTURES

¢ MAINTAINING A COMPETITIVE GPA, GENERALLY 3.5 OR HIGHER

® MEETING DEADLINES AND FOLLOWING THE COLLEGE OF NATURAL SCIENCES’ TRANSFER APPLICATION PROCESS

THIS ROUTE REQUIRES DEDICATION AND PLANNING BUT REMAINS A VIABLE OPTION FOR MANY STUDENTS.

LEVERAGING RESOURCES AND SUPPORT NETWORKS

LEARNING HOW TO GET INTO UT AUSTIN COMPUTER SCIENCE ALSO INVOLVES TAPPING INTO RESOURCES THAT CAN BOOST
YOUR PREPARATION AND APPLICATION QUALITY.

HicH ScHooL AND COMMUNITY RESOURCES

ENGAGE WITH YOUR HIGH SCHOOL’S GUIDANCE COUNSELORS AND STEM TEACHERS TO GET ADVICE ON COURSE SELECTION AND
EXTRACURRICULAR OPPORTUNITIES. MANY SCHOOLS OFFER COMPUTER SCIENCE CLUBS, CODING BOOTCAMPS, OR PARTNERSHIPS
WITH LOCAL TECH FIRMS.



ONLINE LEARNING AND COMPETITIONS

PARTICIPATING IN ONLINE CODING COURSES (ON PLATFORMS LIKE COURSERA/ EDX, OR CODEACADEMY) AND COMPETITIVE
PROGRAMMING CONTESTS (SUCH As USACO or CODEFORCES) CAN SHARPEN YOUR SKILLS AND STRENGTHEN YOUR RESUME.

CaMPUS VISITS AND INFORMATION SESSIONS

IF POSSIBLE, ATTEND UT AUSTIN’S OPEN HOUSES, VIRTUAL TOURS, OR INFORMATION SESSIONS HOSTED BY THE CoMPUTER
SCIENCE DEPARTMENT. THIS NOT ONLY PROVIDES INSIGHT INTO THE PROGRAM BUT ALSO DEMONSTRATES YOUR INTEREST TO
ADMISSIONS OFFICERS.

FINANCIAL AID AND SCHOLARSHIPS FOR COMPUTER SCIENCE STUDENTS

COST IS AN IMPORTANT FACTOR FOR MANY APPLICANTS. UT AUSTIN OFFERS VARIOUS FINANCIAL AID OPTIONS AND
SCHOLARSHIPS SPECIFICALLY FOR STEM STUDENTS.

MEeRIT-BASED SCHOLARSHIPS

APPLYING EARLY AND MAINTAINING HIGH ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT CAN OPEN DOORS TO MERIT SCHOLARSHIPS. SOME
SCHOLARSHIPS TARGET COMPUTER SCIENCE MAJORS OR STUDENTS INVOLVED IN RESEARCH AND INNOVATION.

Neep-BASED AID AND EXTERNAL SCHOLARSHIPS

FiLL ouT THE FAFSA AND APPLY FOR NEED-BASED AID. ADDITIONALLY, EXPLORE EXTERNAL SCHOLARSHIPS OFFERED BY TECH
COMPANIES, PROFESSIONAL ORGANIZATIONS, AND COMMUNITY FOUNDATIONS THAT SUPPORT ASPIRING COMPUTER SCIENTISTS.

EMBARKING ON THE JOURNEY TO JOIN UT AUSTIN’S COMPUTER SCIENCE PROGRAM REQUIRES PERSEVERANCE, STRONG ACADEMICS,
AND A CLEAR PASSION FOR THE FIELD. BY UNDERSTANDING THE ADMISSIONS LANDSCAPE, PREPARING THOUGHTFULLY, AND
SHOWCASING YOUR UNIQUE STRENGTHS, YOU’LL BE WELL ON YOUR WAY TO BECOMING A LONGHORN COMPUTER SCIENTIST.

FREQUENTLY AskeD QUESTIONS

\WHAT ARE THE ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS FOR UT AuUSTIN COMPUTER SCIENCE?

To GeT INTO UT AusTIN COMPUTER SCIENCE, YOU NEED A STRONG ACADEMIC RECORD, PARTICULARLY IN MATH AND SCIENCE
COURSES, COMPETITIVE SAT or ACT SCORES, AND A WELL-ROUNDED APPLICATION INCLUDING EXTRACURRICULARS AND
ESSAYS. MEETING THE MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS DOES NOT GUARANTEE ADMISSION DUE TO HIGH COMPETITION.

IS IT BETTER TO APPLY DIRECTLY TO THE COMPUTER SCIENCE MAJOR OR AS UNDECIDED
AT UT AusTIN?
UT AUSTIN REQUIRES FRESHMEN TO APPLY DIRECTLY TO THE COMPUTEE SCIENCE MAJOR WITHIN THE COLLEGE OF NATURAL

SCIENCES. APPLYING AS UNDECIDED IS POSSIBLE, BUT ADMISSION TO THE CS MAJoR IS COMPETITIVE, SO APPLYING DIRECTLY
WITH A STRONG APPLICATION IS RECOMMENDED.



WHAT GPA po | NeeD To GET INTO UT AuUsTIN COMPUTER SCIENCE?

WHILE UT AUSTIN DOES NOT HAVE A PUBLISHED MINIMUM GPA For CS ADMISSION, COMPETITIVE APPLICANTS TYPICALLY
HAVE A WEIGHTED GPA ofF 4.0 or HIGHER, AS THE PROGRAM IS HIGHLY SELECTIVE.

How IMPORTANT ARE SAT/ACT scores For UT AusTIN COMPUTER SCIENCE
ADMISSIONS?

SAT or ACT SCORES ARE IMPORTANT, ESPECIALLY IF YOU ARE AN OUT-OF-STATE APPLICANT. COMPETITIVE SCORES FOR UT
AUSTIN CS APPLICANTS GENERALLY FALL IN THE TOP PERCENTILES, SUCH AS SAT scores aBoVE 1400 or ACT SCORES
agoVve 30.

CAN | TRANSFER INTO UT AuUSTIN COMPUTER SCIENCE AFTER ENROLLING IN A DIFFERENT
MAJOR?

YES, TRANSFERRING INTO THE COMPUTER SCIENCE MAJOR FROM ANOTHER MAJOR AT UT AUSTIN IS POSSIBLE BUT HIGHLY
COMPETITIVE. YOU NEED TO MEET PREREQUISITE COURSE REQUIREMENTS AND MAINTAIN A STRONG GPA TO BE CONSIDERED.

WHAT EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITIES STRENGTHEN MY APPLICATION To UT AUSTIN
CoMPUTER SCIENCE?

EXTRACURRICULARS RELATED TO COMPUTER SCIENCE, SUCH AS CODING CLUBS, HACKATHONS, INTERNSHIPS, PERSONAL
PROJECTS, OR PARTICIPATION IN STEM COMPETITIONS, CAN SIGNIFICANTLY STRENGTHEN YOUR APPLICATION BY
DEMONSTRATING PASSION AND EXPERIENCE.

ARE LETTERS OF RECOMMENDATION REQUIRED FOR UT AusTIN COMPUTER SCIENCE
ADMISSION?

FOR FRESHMAN ADMISSION TO UT AUSTIN, LETTERS OF RECOMMENDATION ARE GENERALLY NOT REQUIRED. HO\X/EVER, THEY MAY
BE RECOMMENDED FOR CERTAIN SPECIAL PROGRAMS OR SCHOLARSHIPS.

How cAN | IMPROVE MY CHANCES OF GETTING INTO UT AusTIN COMPUTER SCIENCE AS
AN OUT-OF-STATE APPLICANT?

TO IMPROVE YOUR CHANCES AS AN OUT-OF-STATE APPLICANT, FOCUS ON ACHIEVING EXCELLENT GRADES, HIGH STANDARDIZED
TEST SCORES, RELEVANT EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITIES, AND STRONG ESSAYS. DEMONSTRATING A GENUINE INTEREST IN UT
AUSTIN AND COMPUTER SCIENCE CAN ALSO HELP.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

How To GET INTO UT AusTIN CoMPUTER SCIENCE: A DETAILED GUIDE FOR ASPIRING STUDENTS

HOW TO GET INTO UT AUSTIN COMPUTER SCIENCE IS A QUESTION THAT RESONATES WITH COUNTLESS STUDENTS AIMING TO
JOIN ONE OF THE MOST PRESTIGIOUS COMPUTER SCIENCE PROGRAMS IN THE UNITED STATES. THE UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS AT
AUSTIN (UT AUSTIN) OFFERS A COMPETITIVE AND RIGOROUS CURRICULUM THROUGH ITS DEPARTMENT OF COMPUTER SCIENCE,
ATTRACTING TOP-TIER APPLICANTS NATIONALLY AND INTERNATIONALLY. UNDERSTANDING THE ADMISSIONS LANDSCAPE, THE
ACADEMIC EXPECTATIONS, AND THE UNIQUE ATTRIBUTES OF THE PROGRAM IS CRUCIAL FOR PROSPECTIVE STUDENTS SEEKING
SUCCESS IN THEIR APPLICATION JOURNEY.



UNDERSTANDING THE UT AusTIN CoOMPUTER ScIENCE ADMISSION LANDSCAPE

UT AUSTIN’S COMPUTER SCIENCE PROGRAM, HOUSED IN THE COLLEGE OF NATURAL SCIENCES/ IS RENOWNED FOR ITS CUTTING-
EDGE RESEARCH, DISTINGUISHED FACULTY, AND STRONG INDUSTRY CONNECTIONS, PARTICULARLY IN THE TECHNOLOGY HUB OF
AUSTIN. THE PROGRAM’S RISING POPULARITY HAS LED TO INCREASINGLY SELECTIVE ADMISSION STANDARDS OVER RECENT
YEARS.

IN 2023, THE ACCEPTANCE RATE FOR COMPUTER SCIENCE MAJORS AT UT AUSTIN WAS ESTIMATED TO HOVER AROUND
15-209%, REFLECTING FIERCE COMPETITION. THE UNIVERSITY RECEIVED TENS OF THOUSANDS OF APPLICATIONS, WITH
COMPUTER SCIENCE BEING ONE OF THE MOST APPLIED-TO MAJORS. THIS SELECTIVITY UNDERSCORES THE IMPORTANCE OF A WELL-
ROUNDED APPLICATION THAT BALANCES STRONG ACADEMIC CREDENTIALS WITH MEANINGFUL EXTRACURRICULAR EXPERIENCES.

AcADEMIC REQUIREMENTS AND GPA EXPECTATIONS

A CRITICAL FACTOR IN HOW TO GET INTO UT AUSTIN COMPUTER SCIENCE IS MAINTAINING A HIGH ACADEMIC STANDARD,
PARTICULARLY IN STEM SUBJECTS. THE DEPARTMENT LOOKS FOR APPLICANTS WITH A SOLID FOUNDATION IN MATHEMATICS,
SCIENCES, AND PROGRAMMING FUNDAMENTALS. MOST SUCCESSFUL APPLICANTS PRESENT AN UNWEIGHTED GPA oF 3.7 or
HIGHER, OFTEN COUPLED W/ITH RIGOROUS COURSEWORK SUCH AS ADVANCED PLACEMENT (AP), INTERNATIONAL
BACCALAUREATE (IB), OR HONORS CLASSES IN RELEVANT SUBJECTS.

STANDARDIZED TEST SCORES, ALTHOUGH TEST-OPTIONAL POLICIES HAVE BEEN ADOPTED RECENTLY, CAN STILL PLAY A ROLE
DEPENDING ON THE APPLICANT’S PROFILE. HISTORICALLY, SAT MATH scores ABoVvE 700 or ACT MATH scores ABoVE 30

HAVE BEEN TYPICAL AMONG ADMITTED STUDENTS. HO\X/EVER, STRONG PERFORMANCE IN MATH AND SCIENCE COURSES AND
DEMONSTRATED PROGRAMMING SKILLS CAN OFTEN OUTWEIGH STANDARDIZED TEST RESULTS.

Key COMPONENTS OF THE APPLICATION

THE UT AUSTIN APPLICATION PROCESS FOR COMPUTER SCIENCE EMPHASIZES SEVERAL COMPONENTS BEYOND GRADES AND TEST
SCORES!

® PERSONAL EssAYs: UT AUSTIN REQUIRES ESSAY RESPONSES THAT HELP ADMISSIONS OFFICERS UNDERSTAND THE
APPLICANT’S INTELLECTUAL CURIOSITY, PROBLEM~SOLVING ABILITIES, AND PASSION FOR COMPUTER SCIENCE.

® EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITIES: ENGAGEMENT IN CODING CLUBS, HACKATHONS, INTERNSHIPS, OR RESEARCH PROJECTS CAN
SIGNIFICANTLY ENHANCE AN APPLICATION BY SHOWCASING PRACTICAL EXPERIENCE AND LEADERSHIP.

o LETTERS OF RECOMMENDATION: W/HILE NOT ALWAYS MANDATORY FOR FRESHMAN APPLICANTS, STRONG
RECOMMENDATIONS FROM TEACHERS IN STEM FIELDS CAN BOLSTER AN APPLICATION.

® PORTFOLIO OR PROJECTS: SOME APPLICANTS CHOOSE TO SUBMIT CODING PORTFOLIOS OR GITHUB LINKS, WHICH CAN
DEMONSTRATE HANDS-ON PROGRAMMING SKILLS AND CREATIVITY.

STRATEGIES FOR PROSPECTIVE STUDENTS: HOwW To GET INTO UT AUSTIN
COMPUTER SCIENCE

APPLICANTS SHOULD ADOPT A STRATEGIC APPROACH TO NAVIGATE THE COMPETITIVE ADMISSIONS PROCESS EFFECTIVELY.



BUILDING A STRONG ACADEMIC PROFILE

FIRST AND FOREMOST, EXCELLING IN MATHEMATICS AND COMPUTER SCIENCE-RELATED COURSES DURING HIGH SCHOOL IS
ESSENTIAL. STUDENTS INTERESTED IN UT AUSTIN COMPUTER SCIENCE SHOULD:

1. ENROLL IN ADVANCED MATH CLASSES, INCLUDING CALCULUS AND STATISTICS.

2. Take AP CoMPUTER SciencE A AND AP COMPUTER SCIENCE PRINCIPLES TO DEMONSTRATE CODING PROFICIENCY.

3. ENGAGE IN SCIENCE COURSES THAT COMPLEMENT ANALYTICAL SKILLS, SUCH AS PHYSICS OR CHEMISTRY.

ADDITIONALLY, BALANCING ACADEMIC RIGOR WITH CONSISTENT PERFORMANCE IS CRUCIAL. ADMISSIONS COMMITTEES PREFER
APPLICANTS WHO CHALLENGE THEMSELVES WITHOUT COMPROMISING GRADES.

DeVELOPING PRACTICAL EXPERIENCE AND SKILLS

PRACTICAL EXPERIENCE IS A SIGNIFICANT DIFFERENTIATOR. PARTICIPATION IN CODING COMPETITIONS, SUMMER INTERNSHIPS AT
TECH COMPANIES, OR CONTRIBUTIONS TO OPEN-SOURCE PROJECTS HIGHLIGHTS REAL-WORLD SKILLS. MANY ADMITTED STUDENTS
LEVERAGE ONLINE PLATFORMS SUCH AS LEETCODEI HACKERRANKI OR PARTICIPATE IN COMMUNITY CODING BOOTCAMPS TO
SHARPEN PROBLEM~SOLVING SKILLS.

FURTHERMORE, INVOLVEMENT IN STEM-RELATED CLUBS OR ORGANIZATIONS AT SCHOOL CAN DEMONSTRATE LEADERSHIP AND
TEAMWORK, QUALITIES THAT UT AUSTIN VALUES HIGHLY.

CRrRAFTING COMPELLING ESsAYS AND PERSONAL STATEMENTS

THE ESSAY SECTION PROVIDES AN OPPORTUNITY TO ARTICULATE ONE’S PASSION FOR COMPUTER SCIENCE AND PERSONAL
GROWTH. APPLICANTS SHOULD FOCUS ON:

o DESCRIBING SPECIFIC EXPERIENCES THAT SPARKED AN INTEREST IN TECHNOLOGY AND COMPUTING.
® HIGHLIGHTING CHALLENGES OVERCOME AND LESSONS LEARNED IN ACADEMIC OR EXTRACURRICULAR PURSUITS.

e CONVEYING FUTURE GOALS, PARTICULARLY HOW UT AUSTIN’S PROGRAM ALIGNS WITH THOSE ASPIRATIONS.

AUTHENTICITY AND CLARITY ARE KEY, ESSAYS THAT TELL A GENUINE STORY TEND TO RESONATE BETTER WITH ADMISSIONS
OFFICERS.

CoMPARING UT AusTIN CoMPUTER ScieNCE WITH OTHER Top PROGRAMS

UNDERSTANDING WHERE UT AUSTIN STANDS RELATIVE TO OTHER ELITE COMPUTER SCIENCE PROGRAMS CAN INFORM APPLICANTS
ABOUT ITS UNIQUE ADVANTAGES AND CHALLENGES.



STRENGTHS

* INDUSTRY PROXIMITY: AUSTIN’S BOOMING TECH SCENE PROVIDES UNPARALLELED INTERNSHIP AND JOB OPPORTUNITIES.

® ReSEARCH OPPORTUNITIES: THE UNIVERSITY INVESTS HEAVILY IN INNOVATION, WITH MANY UNDERGRADUATES
PARTICIPATING IN RESEARCH PROJECTS.

o Diverse CURRICULUM: UT AUSTIN OFFERS SPECIALIZATIONS IN AREAS LIKE ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE, CYBERSECURITY
AND DATA SCIENCE.

/

CHALLENGES

¢ HigHLY COMPETITIVE: DUE TO ITS REPUTATION AND LOCATION, ADMISSIONS ARE MORE SELECTIVE THAN MANY OTHER
PUBLIC UNIVERSITIES.

o LARGE CLASS SizES: POPULAR COURSES CAN BE CROWDED, ALTHOUGH THE UNIVERSITY CONTINUES TO EXPAND
RESOURCES.

COMPARED TO INSTITUTIONS LIKE STANFORD OR M|T, UT AUSTIN OFFERS A MORE AFFORDABLE EDUCATION WITH STRONG
REGIONAL TIES, WHICH CAN BE PARTICULARLY APPEALING TO TEXAS RESIDENTS.

ADDITIONAL TIPS AND CONSIDERATIONS

APPLICANTS SHOULD ALSO BE MINDFUL OF UT AUSTIN’S HOLISTIC REVIEW PROCESS, WHICH CONSIDERS THE ENTIRE PROFILE
RATHER THAN JUST NUMERICAL METRICS. DEMONSTRATING UNIQUE TALENTS, COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT, OR OVERCOMING
ADVERSITY CAN POSITIVELY INFLUENCE ADMISSIONS DECISIONS.

FOR TRANSFER STUDENTS AIMING TO ENTER THE COMPUTER SCIENCE PROGRAM, MAINTAINING A STRONG GPA AT THE CURRENT
INSTITUTION AND COMPLETING PREREQUISITE COURSES IS VITAL. ADDITIONALLY/ TRANSFER APPLICANTS SHOULD PREPARE TO
EXPLAIN CLEARLY WHY UT AUSTIN’S PROGRAM FITS THEIR ACADEMIC AND CAREER GOALS BETTER THAN THEIR CURRENT
SCHOOL.

(UNDERST ANDING DEADLINES AND APPLICATION PROCEDURES IS ANOTHER PRACTICAL STEP. UT AUSTIN TYPICALLY USES THE
APPLY TEXAS PLATFORM FOR ADMISSIONS, WITH PRIORITY DEADLINES THAT SHOULD NOT BE MISSED TO MAXIMIZE CHANCES.

IN SUMMARY , HOW TO GET INTO UT AUSTIN COMPUTER SCIENCE INVOLVES A BALANCED COMBINATION OF ACADEMIC
EXCELLENCE, RELEVANT EXPERIENCE, STRATEGIC APPLICATION COMPONENTS, AND AN UNDERSTANDING OF THE PROGRAM’S
COMPETITIVE NATURE. PROSPECTIVE STUDENTS WHO PREPARE THOUGHTFULLY AND DEMONSTRATE A GENUINE PASSION FOR
COMPUTING INCREASE THEIR ODDS OF JOINING THIS DYNAMIC AND PRESTIGIOUS PROGRAM.
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